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To begin, it is worth noting that 2021/2 has been a year of major change for the Green 
Group on the City Council. Shortly prior to the last AGM, longstanding Green Councillor 
Craig Simmons stood down. This was followed by Dick Wolff’s retirement at the 2022 City 
Council elections. Both Craig and Dick have had an immeasurable impact on the City 
Council - each of them bringing Green policies, ideas and values to the heart of city decision 
making for over a decade. Our current Council group has huge shoes to fill, and we owe a 
debt of gratitude to them for the work that they have done over many years.  
 
In the 2021/2 municipal year, the Green Group consisted of three Councillors - myself, Dick 
Wolff and Lucy Pegg. I took on the role of group leader, with Dick acting as deputy.  
 
Throughout the year, we have had a number of important successes which have led to direct 
change within the city, but also that have raised the profile of Greens on the City Council and 
strengthened relationships between the Green Group and the wider community. I would 
characterise our most successful work as having fallen into two interrelated categories:  

1. Relationship building with community and campaign groups, bringing their voices into 
the Town Hall  

2. Using our position in the Council to steer change in Council policy  
3. Utilising our work on the City Council to generate substantial media coverage for the 

Green Party, and feed in to Oxford City Greens’ election campaigns 
 
On point 1 above, the Green Group has:  

• Strengthened relationships with trade unions within Oxford. This has taken a number 
of different forms, including - Taking up an observer seat on the Oxford and District 
Trades Council; speaking at trade union events and rallies, for example, around the 
government’s cut to the Universal Credit uplift; offering full solidarity to the Oxford 
University and Brookes UCU branches during their dispute. 

• Worked alongside campaigners to oppose the return of Greyhound Racing in Oxford, 
including through supporting the petition from League Against Cruel Sports, PETA 
and Oxford Vegan Action, and in tabling a motion to the City Council to oppose the 
return of the ‘sport’ to the city.  

• Supported groups working to tackle the climate and ecological emergencies - 
including Oxford Friends of the Earth and Oxford For Nature. Green Councillors have 
participated in and spoken at events coordinated by these groups throughout the 
year, and have been working collaboratively with them on attempts to get the City 
Council to use the ‘Doughnut Economics’ as a framework for its decision making.  

• Developed an ongoing working relationship with NHS and health campaigners in 
Oxford and nationally. The apex of this came through a motion we passed through 
the City Council in Spring in opposition to the sale of the Oxfordshire based Vaccine 
Manufacturing and Innovation Centre. This was part of a wider national campaign 
coordinated by Keep Our NHS Public, We Own It and the Socialist Health 
Association. Although this campaign was ultimately unsuccessful, the motion played 
a significant role in drawing public attention to the issue and applying pressure to 
decision makers.  

 
On point 2, the Green Group has: 

• Successfully passed a motion to make the City Council trans-inclusive. This motion 
was written in collaboration with LGBTIQA+ organisations in Oxford, and will see a 
number of major steps taken by the Council to support trans residents in the city. 
This will include training for officers and Councillors on the issues trans people face, 
the introduction of gender neutral public toilets in the Town Hall, and work 



undertaken to prevent discrimination in public services - from housing and 
homelessness to healthcare. Through this work, we have continued to work with 
LGBTIQA+ organisations in Oxford - for example - by supporting campaigners 
fighting for a ban on trans conversion therapy. 

• Supported the cross-party motion to make Oxford City Council the first local authority 
in the country to proactively work to end discrimination for people on Universal Credit 
and housing benefit in the housing sector. The motion was a key campaign demand 
of the community union ACORN.  

• Secured a commitment from the Council to call for the establishment of a local and 
national government to deliver the necessary action to meet net zero. This was done 
in collaboration with other Green Councillor groups across the country, coordinated 
by the Association of Green Councillors.  

 
On point 3, the Green Group has: 

• Generated significant press coverage for all of the work we have done above, 
including: 

o Greyhound racing 
o Vaccine Manufacturing and Innovation Centre 
o Trans inclusion 
o DSS discrimination 
o Net zero taskforce 

• In addition, we have used opportunities where the Labour group have voted down 
our proposals as an opportunity to generate media coverage, in order to illustrate 
Labour’s political position and demonstrate what we would do differently in office - for 
example, around our budget amendment which would have seen £13m invested in 
solar energy, and £450k in a hardship relief fund.  

 
Alongside this city-wide work, our Councillors have worked hard to work with residents in our 
wards on the big issues locally. Inevitably, a significant portion of our time has been spent 
working on the (now in trial) Low Traffic Neighbourhoods for East Oxford, including running 
extensive consultation meetings with constituents to understand their feelings and concerns 
about the schemes and feed these into the County Council. Other key ward-level work and 
achievements has included - ensuring that Boundary Brook Nature Reserve stays in 
community control, providing resource for infrastructure in schools, green spaces, and 
community facilities through our ward member spending, and providing ongoing support for 
residents facing housing issues either in the private rented sector or in social housing.  
 
Throughout the 2022 local election campaign, it was heartening to see how this work at the 
City level, in addition to the work we have done at a ward level repeated back to us on the 
doorstep - showing that we have managed to not only directly shift Council policy, but also 
achieve a degree of cut through on these issues with the electorate. This was particularly 
true for our work on LGBTIQA+ rights, our work with trade unions, and work we have done 
to support residents locally on planning issues.  
 
Following the 2022 elections, our group has now doubled in size - with Emily Kerr, Al Morris, 
Lois Muddiman and Rosie Rawle having been elected. This was a hugely important moment 
for the Green Party in the city - firstly because we have regained our stronghold in East 
Oxford - and with substantial majorities, but also broken into new areas of the city for the first 
time - in Marston and in Osney and St Thomas. In addition, it has meant that we are in a 
place to exert significantly more influence at the Council. With our Group now at six, we have 
seats on all of the main committees, and - crucially - a second seat on Scrutiny Committee.  
 
After the election, I was re-elected as group leader, with Lucy Pegg elected as deputy 
leader. As we are a Group made up of relatively fresh Councillors (none of us have been in 



post for more than one year), we have prioritised our time over the first month since the 
election to ensure that our whole group receives a proper and comprehensive induction into 
the Council. We have begun to develop plans and priorities for the year ahead, which will be 
fleshed out in due course, and we will engage with both OGP and the City branch on these.  
 
I would like to finish by thanking the dozens of people who have helped to secure the six 
Green Councillors we have on the City Council this year. It is a huge testament as to what is 
possible when people come together and collectively work for a better world - even in the 
face of a rigged electoral system and other political parties dripping with cash. In the next 
year, we will do our very best to live up to your hopes and to deliver that fairer, greener 
Oxford we are all fighting for.  
 


