
 Green Party Questionnaire 

 Congratulations on your 2022 Mayor candidacy! 
 There are many issues in Los Angeles that are important to the Green Party. But this year we 
 are emphasizing electoral reform in our city council candidate questionnaire, because we 
 believe starting from a more representative democracy is fundamental. Therefore the manner 
 in which the Los Angeles City Council is elected must be significantly improved. 

 We want your ideas on how to do so! Please fill out any/all of the questions below, convert into a .pdf 
 and return to  gplac-info@cagreens.org  by April 10.  We will be distributing your responses to all 
 registered Greens and to all Neighborhood Council members in the City of Los Angeles and will 
 publicize them to the press and via social media. Your response will also inform whom we will publicly 
 support. 

 2022 Candidate Questionnaire - Los Angeles Mayor and City Council  
 (1)  Do you support increasing the number of seats on the Los Angeles City Council from the 

 current 15 to a larger number of City Council members 
 (  http://losangeles.cagreens.org/issues/los-angeles-city-council-size  )?  Yes I agree with the 
 principle of smaller districts.  I do have concerns about what the budgetary impact and 
 additional layers of bureaucracy would create with more council districts. 

 If so, how large and why?  Up to 30 seats.     Los Angeles  has approximately 4 million people, 
 which means that each Councilmember has 267,000 people in their district.  Thirty Council 
 seats will reduce the number of people per district to approximately 133,000.  As I travel 
 across the city, people are telling me that they rarely hear from their Councilmember.  Perhaps 
 the districts are too large to adequately serve the people’s needs.  Doubling the number of 
 council districts to 30 would reduce the size of each council districts and give voters more 
 access to their Councilmember and more power to hold  Councilmember accountable to the 
 district’s needs. 

 If so, would it be using single-seat or multi-seat districts and why?  Using single seat districts.  I 
 believe that constituents will be able to hold their Councilmember accountable when they only 
 have one Councilmember per district. 

 (2)  Do you support using ranked-choice voting (RCV)  to elect the Los Angeles City Council. 
 (  http://losangeles.cagreens.org/issues/los-angeles-elections-ranked-choice-voting  )?  Yes. 
   
 If so, do you support using RCV in conjunction with single-seat or multi-seat districts and why? 

 I support using Rank Choice Voting (RCV) in conjunction with single seat.  Rank Choice Voting 
 gives more power to the voter and allows lesser known candidates that may appeal 
 to a broader spectrum of voters. 

 (3)  Do you support amending the process for Los Angeles  City Council redistricting from the  current 
 model  where elected officials appoint members to the  Los Angeles City Council  Redistricting 
 Commission  and then the Commission’s recommendation  is forwarded to the Los Angeles City 
 Council for approval and/or amendment?  Yes, I support  amending the process. 
 If so, what model would you support? 

 I believe the redistricting process in Los Angeles City is flawed.  Currently L.A. City Council 
 has undue influence on the geo-political redistricting lines.  I would rather have an 
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 independent redistricting commission be recommended by people who engaged in their own 
 communities. 

 (4)  What model for Los Angeles City Council elections  do you believe best provides the ability to meet 
 the goals of the California Voting Rights Act, and why? 

 I support the idea of the California Voting Rights Act because it reduces the incident of 
 disenfranchising voters based on racial, economic, or other lines that creates disparities in 
 people’s rights to vote.  Voting by districts where the candidate lives provides more 
 opportunities for communities to vote for people who live in their communities. 

 (5)  The Green Party strongly supports the direct democracy  rights of initiative, referendum and recall; 
 but believe these processes can be improved. Do you support amending the recall process for City 
 Council members (and other elected officials) as  described  in the City Charter  ? 
 If so, how and why? 

 Yes, I support amending the recall process for the City Council.  However, the petition for the 
 removal of the incumbent of an appointed office shall be signed by registered voters equal in 
 number to at least 30% of the entire vote cast for the office of which the position that is being 
 recalled.  Currently the recall petition requires at least 20% of the entire vote cast for the office 
 of Mayor at the preceding last preceding general municipal election. 

 (5a)  Within reform of the recall process, do you support  changing Los Angeles City Charter  Sec. 437. 
 Election of Candidate to Succeed Recalled Officer  from a contingent run-off where if no replacement 
 candidate receives a majority vote, a run-off is held between the top two finishers, to a single 
 replacement election conducted by ranked-choice voting?    Yes. 
 Why or why not? 

 I support the idea that when a candidate receives the majority vote after a recall, that 
 candidate is deemed to be elected to serve for the remaining term of the recall elected official. 

 (6)  Do you support convening a charter review commission  to explore any/all of the above changes? 
 Why or why not?  Yes 

 I support convening a charter review commission.  The City of Los Angeles charter was 
 adopted nearly 100 years ago.  The city was 25% of the size of its current population.  Times 
 have changed and we need to review the charter. 

 If so, are there any other potential electoral and/or campaign finance reforms you would support to be 
 considered by a charter review commission?  Yes. 
 Los Angeles has become one of the most corrupt cities in America.  Money has become more 
 important that ideas.  Career politicians, billionaires and the establishment has rigged 
 elections based on inside politics and who can raise of donate the most money.  Currently L.A. 
 has a public matching fund system that’s based on how much money one can raise. 

 If so, what model would you support for a charter review commission - elected/appointed/citizens 
 assembly/other - and why?  Elected Neighborhood Council.  This gives more power to people 
 who are already engaged in their respective communities. 
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 (7)  Are there any other potential electoral and/or  campaign finance reforms you would support to be 
 enacted by statute? 

 I believe 100% publicly financed elections will even the playing field and allow ideas and voter 
 engagement to become a larger factor in who Angelenos elect to serve them. 

 There should be a limitation on how much wealthy people can donate to their own campaign. 
 It is an unfair competition when a career politician can use their elected office as a platform to 
 gain media attention and fundraising.  Three sitting L.A. City Councilmember were indicted by 
 the U.S. Attorney’s office for corruption.  Career politicians curry campaign financing that has 
 led to corrupt behavior.  Wealthy candidates should not be able to use their wealth to buy an 
 election.  I believe that public financing will reduce the incident of corruption in the election 
 process. 

 (8)  If voters approve charter amendments to the number  of seats/manner of election of City Council 
 members and/or to the redistricting model itself, would you support an early redrawing of City Council 
 districts as provided for in the Los Angeles  City  Charter  before regular redistricting would occur in 
 2032? 
 Yes, I will support a City Council election earlier than 2032. 

 Why or why not? 
 I do believe City Councilmembers who are currently in office should be allowed to serve at 
 least half of their elected terms. 

 (9)  Please include a link on your website to your  campaign platform, and to any other candidate 
 questionnaires you filled out that you would like to share with us. 
 MEL4MAYOR.COM 

 (10)  Would you be willing to attend a zoom/webinar  with other candidates, sponsored by the Green 
 Party, to talk about your electoral reform proposals?  Yes. 

 Thank you in advance for your response. 
 Sincerely 
 Timeka Drew, Ajay Rai, Co-Coordinators 
 Mike Feinstein, Secretary 
 Green Party of Los Angeles County 
 losangeles.cagreens.org 

https://greenpartylacounty.nationbuilder.com/r?u=ffZJONZwHDswvLANrK96M9SagU8I1RadnXHcTLFkDwMEiQ6ZQ6HCohOJ0QfRG2ASDP0RG4eX8a7OOsbJsgtXybpEa6SlSPLmaE9FmH-hNAg&e=92717c7877500d3b8d1175f5f083281d&utm_source=greenpartylacounty&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=la_mayor_q&n=7
http://losangeles.cagreens.org/

