
2022 Candidate Questionnaire - Los Angeles Mayor and City Council  

(1) Do you support increasing the number of seats on the Los Angeles 
City Council from the current 15 to a larger number of City Council 
members (https://losangeles.cagreens.org/issues/los-angeles-city-
council-size)? 

Tricky issue. If increasing the seats improves communication with the 
constituents but doesn't increase bureaucracy and unnecessary spending, 
then yes. I think we would have to consider reducing salaries though 
which would be a difficult proposal. 30 seats would reduce each district to 
about 150 thousand. That may improve interaction and communication. 


If so, how large and why? If so, would it be using single-seat or multi-
seat districts and why? 

Not sure. I would have to study that and collect data.

 

(2) Do you support using ranked-choice voting(RCV) to elect the Los 
Angeles City Council (https://losangeles.cagreens.org/issues/los-
angeles-elections-ranked-choice-voting)? 

Again, I would be interested in looking at this but would want to explore 
unintended consequences first. I am open to anything that saves the tax 
payer money and improves our city government. 


If so, do you support using RCV in conjunction with single-seat or 
multi-seat districts and why? 

(3) Do you support amending the process for LosAngeles City Council 
redistricting from the current model where elected officials appoint 
members to the Los AngelesCity Council RedistrictingCommission 
and then the Commission’s recommendation is forwarded to the Los 
Angeles City Council for approval and/or amendment? 

I don't like the idea of elected officials making these decisions. It sounds 
ripe for bias and conflict of interest.

  

If so, what model would you support? 



(4) What model for Los Angeles City Council elections do you believe 
best provides the ability to meet the goals of the California Voting 
Rights Act, and why? 

I believe more than one model can work if the players have our best 
interests in mind. We need to raise our bar on the ethical standards of our 
elected officials and have a more transparent system. 


(5) The Green Party strongly supports the direct democracy rights of 
initiative, referendum and recall; but believe these processes can be 
improved. Do you support amending the recall process for City 
Council members (and other elected officials) as described in the City 
Charter? 

Recalls have become a costly kneejerk reaction to a disappointing city 
government. They are an important part of the people's right and ability to 
self govern, but we need to be very careful that it doesn't become 
overused. 


If so, how and why?  


(5a) Within reform of the recall process, do you support changing Los 
Angeles City Charter Sec.437. Election of Candidate to Succeed 
Recalled Officer from a contingent run-off where if no replacement 
candidate receives a majority vote, a run-off is held between the top 
two finishers, to a single replacement election conducted by ranked-
choice voting?  

I would have to study the data before answering.  


Why or why not?


(6) Do you support convening a charter review commission to explore 
any/all of the above changes? Why or why not?  

If so, are there any other potential electoral and/or campaign finance 
reforms you would support to be considered by a charter review 



commission?If so, what model would you support for a charter review 
commission- elected/appointed/citizens assembly/other - and why? 

This is a complicated issue that I would have to study before answering. 


(7) Are there any other potential electoral and/or campaign finance 
reforms you would support to be enacted by statute? 

Yes. Take as much of the "finance" out of it as possible so as to even the 
playing field. We need more public servants, less politicians.

 

(8) If voters approve charter amendments to the number of seats/
manner of election of City Council members and/or to the 
redistricting model itself, would you support an early redrawing of 
City Council districts as provided for in the Los Angeles CityCharter 
before regular redistricting would occur in 2032?  

May be better to allow the redistricting to continue and opt for multiple 
seats per district. This should be studied. 3 seats per district could create 
a better model for constituents being heard. 


Why or why not?


(9) Please include a link on your website to your campaign platform, 
and to any other candidate questionnaires you filled out that you 
would like to share with us. 

We are early in that process, but if you are interested, we will get to it 
asap. We have a small grassroots team of volunteers and now that our 
election will be in June instead of November, we are scrambling for time. :)


(10) Would you be willing to attend a zoom/webinar  with other 
candidates, sponsored by the Green Party, to talk about your electoral 
reform proposals? 

We are the only candidate challenger. 


Thank you, 

Elisa Avalos


