
 

 

 

 4 March 2022 

The Hon Anthony Roberts MP                                                            
Minister for Homes 
52 Martin Place 
Sydney NSW 2000                                                            

Dear Minister Roberts, 

Re:  600 - 660 Elizabeth Street, Redfern 

I write on behalf of a community housing group – Action for Public Housing, in the 
Newtown electorate which has contacted our office concerning the status and 
proposed development of the LAHC site at 600 Elizabeth Street, Redfern. 

As you would be aware, in October last year LAHC released a new EOI seeking a 
development partner to deliver a mixed tenure project at 600 Elizabeth Street, 
Redfern to construct over 300 homes of which only one third would be available as 
social housing. 

This LAHC development is based on the ‘Communities Plus’ 30/70 model that 
delivers a high percentage of private housing on public lands in order to make such 
developments cost neutral and to provide revenue opportunities for the government. 

Action for Public Housing is opposed to the Communities Plus formula and requests 
that this land remain 100% in public hands - and be used to provide 100% public 
housing. This is a position that I strongly support - and I share their concerns 
regarding the lack of long term solutions to our housing crisis that this represents. It’s 
worth noting that this land formerly supported 18 public housing dwellings which 
were demolished in 2013. 

Action for Public Housing have requested information on the number of LAHC 
properties that have been sold in Waterloo and Redfern as well as in the Inner City 
Allocation Zone in the past two years. They also seek details on how many new public 
housing dwellings have been created in these areas in the last two years. 

The scarcity of public housing is a significant issue in the Newtown electorate and a 
number of LAHC developments in Waterloo and South Eveleigh look to significantly 
increase the yield on public lands while failing to deliver any significant increase to 
the existing public housing capacity. As it stands, these redevelopments will see a 
privatisation of the land and proportionally less public housing on each site than was 
there previously.  



 

 

 

I am keen to discuss these issues with you and also our serious concerns about the 
Communities Plus model which is failing to address the thousands of people on the 
public housing waiting list and housing affordability crisis in our city. 

I look forward to your response. 

Yours sincerely, 

 


