
GRIFFITH COMMUNITY CONSULTATION REPORT
To round out my first six months as your MP for 
Griffith, I held a series of eight town hall meetings and 
a community survey to hear directly from as many 
locals as possible about what you think I should 
prioritise, and how I should operate as your 
representative. This report summarises the key 
findings of the community consultation, in particular 
the community survey.

During the election campaign we doorknocked and 
spoke directly to 29,000 people and this gave me a 
good insight into the perspectives of people across 
Griffith. However, my job as your MP is to represent 
and work for more than 170,000 people across a large 
and diverse electorate. To do the job properly requires 
constant and ongoing community consultation, with a 
particular effort made to ensure I hear from a broad 
cross-section of the community. For this reason, 
significant effort was made to advertise the survey 
and collect responses from a wide range of sources.

The responses weren’t perfectly representative of the electorate of Griffith, with a substantial over representation from 
people who say they voted Greens in the recent election, and an over representation of home owners and older residents. 
To make the results more accurate in this report, for some of these graphs we have weighted the responses against 
census data. Ultimately though it’s a good reminder for me to ensure I consult widely constantly and keep in mind the 
people whose voices are often less represented. 
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HERE’S WHO COMPLETED THE SURVEY:

By age By vote at 2022 election By housing status
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OF THE 2,058 SURVEY RESPONSES:
120 were collected via doorknocking or street stalls 

300 were received via hard copy mail

1078 were submitted directly via our survey link, either from 
our email communications or QR codes

245 were submitted via Facebook 

110 were submitted via Instagram

205 came through other channels, such as google searches 
or third-party applications

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION
PROJECT SNAPSHOT:

7 in-person and 1 virtual town hall events with 126 questions asked

600+ people attended a town hall meeting

2058 survey responses collected online and via hard copy mail

5 stalls and in person survey collection events 

7 doorknocks to collect survey responses



Town Hall Questions

GRIFFITH TOWN HALL TOUR

It is unsurprising that housing emerged as the leading theme 
of the forums given that over the last year alone, rents have 
increased seven times faster than wages, while successive 
interest rate rises are putting massive pressure on mortgage 
holders. As housing costs continue to rise, entire new 
cohorts of our community, who previously spent decades 
experiencing relative financial security, are now being forced 
into housing stress or poverty. 

These forums are just the beginning of our major project to 
deepen engagement  and connections with communities 
across the electorate. I found them an incredibly useful 
exercise not just because it provided an opportunity for me 
to meet new residents and gain new perspectives, but also 
because it gave residents a chance to start a dialogue with 
each other about the shared issues they were facing, and 
to hear new perspectives on things that were important to 
their neighbours. Thanks so much to each and every one of 
you who made it along and for your incredible engagement. 

HOUSING

FLIGHT NOISE

LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND
DEVELOPMENTS

While many issues were raised by participants across the 
120+ questions raised across 8 events, 3 main themes 
emerged:
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FEDERAL ISSUES

Perhaps unsurprisingly, people who voted Greens 
in 2022 selected Climate Change as one of their 
Federal issues more frequently than any other voting 
demographic, however this was also a top issue for 
over 70% of people who voted Labor. 

Meanwhile, notably fewer home-owners selected 
cost of living as a top issue compared to renters, 
suggesting that for now the cost of living crisis is being 
disproportionately felt by renter households. As interest 
rates continue to increase we unfortunately expect 
more mortgage holders to fall into financial stress.
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Top Issues

Top Issues (cost of living) by housing status

Respondents often used this text-input field to provide nuanced context on the federal issues they’d selected, for example 
expanding on their thoughts about issues with health, education or climate change. Other issues and topics that were 
frequently mentioned were:

Aircraft noise: although regulated by the Federal Government, for the purpose of this survey my office considered this 
important issue within the “local” issues space, which is covered below.

Economic concerns: often mentioned with reference to national debt, and a need for policies to be centred around 
sustainability for future generations.

Farms, food costs and security: Concerns centred around the continued strain on Australian farmers, particularly the varied 
and ongoing environmental impacts, and jobs that have often employed immigration workers being harder to fill.

Domestic Violence & Violence Against Women: Respondents were calling for radical overhauls of the current support 
systems available to those in DV situations or experiencing violence.

The survey asked which of a range of federal 
issues you consider to be most important, 
and asked you to choose no more than five. I 
also provided an option to list any issues that 
weren’t included in my list. 

The below results are weighted by the census 
data (age and housing status).

“Other” free text responses:

Renter

Home owner (mortgage)

Home owner (no mortgage)



Average combined support across all policies was 
80.67%

Bring Dental and Mental into Medicare, and Fully Fund 
Public Schools and Hospitals were the most popular 

The policies respondents were most unsure about 
were Fully Funding the NDIS, Improving Renters’ 
Rights and Implementing a Federal ICAC

Here’s a summary of the responses: 

GREENS FEDERAL ELECTION POLICIES
The Greens took a bold and comprehensive suite of policies 
to the last election. In the survey I’ve listed our key federal 
initiatives and I asked respondents to indicate whether they 
strongly support, support, are unsure, oppose, strongly oppose 
each policy, to gain a better understanding of what Greens 
policies the electorate would most like me to focus on.

I also asked a specific question about 
whether you would like to see the government 
repeal the stage three tax cuts and invest this 
money in healthcare, education, housing, or 

something else. You said:

Strongly support Support Unsure Oppose Strongly oppose

Yes Maybe No I don’t know

10% 30% 50% 70% 90%

Introduce a 6% tax on billionaires and make big corporations pay their 
fair share in tax

Bring dental and mental health into Medicare

Introduce a Federal ICAC

Fully fund public schools and hospitals

Address climate change by supporting a transition to 100% publicly 
owned renewable energy

Begin a process of treaty, truth and voice with First Nations People

Address climate change by stopping new coal, oil and gas projects

Increase investment in domestic manufacturing and new industries like 
green steel

Build 1 million well designed, new public and afforable homes

End offshore detention of refugees and increase Australia’s humanitarian 
intake

Increase the rate of Jobseeker, the Disability Support Pension, the Aged 
Pension and other government payments above the poverty line

Make university and TAFE free again, and scrapping student debts

Establish a Federal transition authority to guarantee the jobs and 
incomes of coal and gas workers in any transition from coal and gas

Introduce free childcare for everyone, and improve wages and conditions 
for early childhood educators

Improve and expand the NDIS

Cap rent increases and improve renters rights

75%

6%

9%

10%



How secure is housing for people in Griffith?

Which policy solutions do you support me advocating for?

HOUSING CRISIS
Housing was one of the most commonly raised issues during my campaign, at the town hall meetings, and in my work 
as your MP. The housing crisis is accelerating and responding to it is one of my key priorities. As well as that, one of the 
core parts of my work in Parliament is as the Australian Greens spokesperson for housing and homelessess. Because 
of that, it’s an issue you might see me speaking out about regularly in the media. 

I asked about a range of Greens policies and which 
ones you most support. The most popular amongst all 
respondents was:

1. Building public and affordable housing 

2.    Implementing a vacancy tax on homes that     
       property investors are leaving empty

3.    Phasing out negative gearing and capital gains  
       tax concessions

Of the respondents who identified as renter or home-owners 
paying off a mortgage, 51.09% and 61.13% respectively 
reported an increase in their payments in the last year. 
Rent was reported to increase by an average of $42.85 per 
week, with a highest increase of $440. Mortgage payments 
had an average increase of $145.57 per week, with a 
highest  increase of $700. This indicates to me very clearly 
that residents in Griffith are being acutely impacted by the 
housing crisis right now. 

Renters (in public or private housing) who responded to the 
survey were 7 times as likely to feel their housing situation 
was unstable when compared with home-owners, with 
a whopping 31.3% saying they would not describe their 
housing situation as stable and secure, compared with just 
4.42% of respondents who own their own home (outright 
or with a mortgage). A deeper look into these results is 
supplied below, please note these results are based solely 
off what has been reported in the survey and have not been 
weighted to be representative of the whole electorate.

Would you describe your housing situation as stable and secure?

10% 30% 50% 70% 90%

Renter in public housing

Renter in private housing

Own my home with a mortgage

Own my home outright

These three policies were well supported by renters 
and homeowners alike. One thing I found particularly 
interesting is that more than 80% of respondents who 
are renters supported reforms to strengthen renter’s 
rights, but less than 40% of respondents who own their 
own home support this policy. This was similar to our 
policy to freeze rent increases. It’s clear from these 
results that there is some discrepancy in what solutions 
people believe will tackle the housing crisis based on 
their own experience.

No Not sure Yes



How would you like to see me communicating with you?

HOW MY OFFICE COMMUNICATES AND PRIORITISES LOCAL WORK
This area included questions about how you would like me to communicate with you, how you want me to allocate the 
resources of my local office, and any local issues or concerns that are important to you. These are the areas that will create 
tangible impacts in our community and will be an ongoing priority for myself and my team.

10% 30% 50% 70% 90%

Regular email newsletters

Regular hard copy community 
newsletters

Letterboxed material about topical or 
local issues

Running community forums, pop-up 
offices and events

Posting regularly on social media including 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram

Which of these areas of work do you consider to be priorities?

Which of these community initiatives do you support my office working on?

Yes Maybe No

10% 30% 50% 70% 90%

Help individuals navigate personal 
issues/concerns

Proactively organise volunteers to support 
the community

Organise protests, events and forums to 
put pressure on the government

Coordinate and organise local issue 
campaigns

Support local community groups and 
organisations

Keep residents up to date about local 
projects, issues and events

Coordinate and organise federal issue 
campaigns

Speak up about policy issues and local 
priorities in local and national media

Consult widely and regularly with residents 
about their concerns and priorities

Very important Important Somewhat important Not important

Less than 20% of respondents 
endorsed mail-outs or hardcopy 
newsletters, compared to more 
than 70% of respondents preferring 
in person community events and 
regular email newsletters. It’s 
worth noting that these results are 
skewed because the majority of 
respondents accessed the survey 
through in person events or by 
already being on my email list.

Our office only has 4 full time staff 
here to support and represent 
about 180 000 residents, so your 
input is invaluable in helping 
us align the work we choose to 
prioritise with the areas you’d like 
us to focus on. The results to this 
question were quite varied, with 
Speaking Out in the Media and 
Consulting Residents coming out 
as the areas of work residents 
most frequently considered to be 
“Very Important.” 

Most initiatives received a strong amount of support, but the top 3 with most respondents in favour were:

Coordinating volunteers to assist with 
crisis response and community need

Organising campaigns around 
important local issues

Building community gardens
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Unsurprisingly, something that has come up frequently at pop-ups, town halls, and when door-knocking is the noise pollution 
from planes. The survey results returned the same trend, with aircraft noise easily coming through as the most frequently 
mentioned local issue. 

The responses often centred around the significant impact this issue is having on resident’s quality of life, sleep and overall 
health. Many respondents also shared their thoughts about how I can best advocate for them on this issue, which is really 
helpful. I am fighting hard on the issue of flight noise, working alongside residents to pressure the government to take urgent 
action. Most of the measures I’m fighting for were expressed by hundreds of residents in the survey responses, such as a 
night-time curfew, movement caps, and a greater share of flights over the water. 

This question asked what “local issues” you’d like me to 
focus on here in Griffith. Some of the most frequently cited 
issues were mirrored in other areas of the report, such as the 
housing affordability crisis and rent/mortgage stress, rising 
cost of living, and concerns about climate preparedness 
and resilience in the local community. Other issues that 

centred on the local community included strong opposition 
to the Gabba demolition and hosting the Olympics, concerns 
regarding traffic congestion and safety on main roads during 
peak hours, and the polarising topic of high-density housing 
developments, which had strong support both for and 
against new developments.

Is there anything else you’d like to let me know?
I asked this question at the end of the survey to give respondents a final opportunity to leave any other notes about how 
they’d like to see me operate as their MP, or anything else. The most common theme in these responses spoke to my time 
and resources; contributing thoughts and suggestions about how I should seek to balance my responsibilities as your 
representative in the Federal Parliament with the important local matters here in our community. This kind of feedback is 
invaluable and I’m keen to take it all onboard to do the best possible job in representing all residents in Griffith.

Which suburbs are being
most impacted by flight noise?

LOCAL ISSUES

FLIGHT NOISE

Cannot stress 
enough how 

detrimental this 
flight noise is to 

this area

“

“
Keep up the pressure 

on Albanese and 
Catherine King on 

some real solutions to 
the flight noise issue

“

“

I cannot believe how much of a significant 
impact the new runway would have on my 
suburb and quality of life. This decision 

should never have been made and permitted 
in the first place but now the community 

must fight to have the flight maps redrawn 
and curfews implemented.

“

“

“



COMMUNITY SURVEY: SUMMARY AND HIGHLIGHTS
The survey focused on two main areas, my activity in Federal 
parliament and my presence in the community, to help 
me determine how you would like me to fulfil the different 
scopes in my role as your representative. At the federal 
level, the questions in this survey were designed to help 
us determine which policies you most support, and which 
national concerns you want to see prioritised in Federal 
Parliament. For our local community involvement, we asked 
about how you’d like us to communicate with you, what 
kind of support and initiatives you would like to see the local 
electoral office prioritise, and which local issues you would 
like me to focus on.

I also included questions about things like your suburb, 
age, housing status and voting preference to ensure I can 
be confident that this survey considers feedback from a 
wide cross-section of our community, and to help identify 
what each of us consider important in the federal and local 
spheres.

The survey and town halls are only the first element of an 
ongoing process of consultation with the Griffith electorate, 
so stay tuned for future pop up offices, surveys and 
community meetings next year. 

SNAPSHOT OF THE RESULTS
FEDERAL ISSUES

The top concern from respondents was Climate Change, with 73.4% of responses 
identifying this as an important federal issue. This was over 20% higher than any other 
issue, followed by Cost of Living, Healthcare, Housing Affordability, and Corruption 
in Politics which were all flagged in 44-52% of responses.

When it came to housing (my portfolio area), building new public housing was the 
most supported policy solution with 74% of all respondents in favour. 

The Greens plan to Bring Dental and Mental into Medicare was the most popular of 
our proposals at the last election, with 93.4% of all respondents saying they “strongly 
support” or “support” this policy. This was followed by our policy to Tax Billionaires 
and Make Big Corporations Pay Their Fair Share, with 91.7% of respondents selecting 
“support” or “strongly support”.

FOCUS AREAS FOR MY OFFICE
Regular Email Newsletters and Community Forums, Pop-up Offices & Events were 
the forms of communication most people would like to see me prioritise, with a 
definitive “Yes” from 77.87% and 76.32% of respondents, respectively.

All areas of work for the Electorate Office were considered “Important” or “Very 
Important” by over 50% of respondents, however “Consult widely and regularly with 
residents about their concerns and priorities” and “Speak up about policy issues 
and local priorities in local and national media” came out ahead of the rest. These 
areas received a combined “Important” and “Very Important” rating of 91.7% and 
85.9%, respectively. 

I also asked what community initiatives you’d like us to prioritise. You said: 

LOCAL ISSUES
The top issues raised in this question were flight noise (by a significant margin), 
housing, and the proposed Gabba demolition. Aside from these themes there were 
a large array of other local issues raised that varied substantially suburb by suburb 
including local infrastructure and transport. 

Coordinate volunteers to assist with crisis response and community 
need (65% support)

Organise campaigns on local issues (61% support)

Building community gardens (59% support)

FINAL REFLECTIONS
Thank you so much to each of you for 
completing the survey or coming along 
to a town hall meeting. I’ll be taking time 
to read the thousands of comments and 
detailed feedback you left in your survey 
responses over the coming weeks.

Though any further feedback won’t 
be added formally to this report, the 
survey will remain open and responses 
will continue to be considered. 
You can find the survey here: 
maxchandlermather.com/survey 

Don’t forget to stay in the loop with my 
email newsletter by signing up here: 
maxchandlermather.com/updates 


