
 

Introducing Growing Together Connecticut 
growingtogetherct.org  

Growing Together Connecticut is a movement to create growth, opportunity, and justice in housing and beyond 
all across Connecticut. Our goal is to build 300,000 new housing units and promote revitalization in 

Connecticut’s cities over the course of the next 10 years, all while creating tens of thousands of good-paying 
jobs, and generating up to $12 billion in tax revenue.  

Why we came together:  Throughout the state, Connecticut lacks housing that allows families at all 

incomes to thrive and too many parts of our state are being held back from reaching their promise as a result of 
disinvestment.  The Growing Together Connecticut movement actively works to generate more housing choices 
everywhere and promote equitable revitalization of under-resourced communities. Together, these combined 
strategies will create a stronger, more environmentally sustainable, and equitable Connecticut. 

Many Connecticut families are paying too much for housing. Decades of disinvestment and exclusionary housing 
practices have left some neighborhoods resource-isolated and others resource-rich, yet out of reach for many 
moderate and lower-income households. Unjust policies don’t just harm families who have to work multiple jobs 
to afford a decent apartment – they hold back the entire state. 

 

470,000 
 

Number of 
households paying 

over 30% of 
income towards 

housing. 

 91 
 

Number of hours a CT 
family works at 

minimum wage to 
afford an average 2-
bedroom apartment. 

 47%  
 

The percentage of 
Black households living 

in the 3% of the state 
that is most 

opportunity-isolated. 

 2045 
The year the US population is 

projected to be majority 
people of color. Research 
shows white students in 

diverse school environments 
have better critical thinking 

skills and lower rates of 
implicit bias. 

How we are different:  
 

● Partnership. Growing Together CT unites people representing a range of issues connected to housing and 
revitalization to advocate for solutions that will benefit the entire state. Together, we are committed to the 
principle that investment in everyone’s continuous growth is needed to have a just and prosperous state. 
That’s why we must ensure that every community is a thriving community.   

● Deep Listening. We strive to make sure our policy proposals are grounded in the perspectives of individuals 
and communities that have directly experienced the harmful effects of segregation and disinvestment. 

● Community Vision. Even communities working towards more inclusive zoning have an important part to 
play in envisioning greater zoning equity in their town. 

● Two-Pronged Approach. We emphasize the need to both expand housing opportunities and support 
equitable revitalization. 



 

 
What we propose:  Growing Together Connecticut has a two-part solution to our state’s housing crisis and 

urban disinvestment. One element is to advance proposals that strategically and equitably invest in urban 
communities facing serious challenges so that every family has a greater chance to thrive, no matter where they 
choose to live. Another element is Fair Share Planning and Zoning, a new approach to land use that empowers 
local communities and opens the housing marketplace, leading to more and better housing affordable at all 
income levels. Combined, these efforts will broaden opportunity, attract big and small businesses, create 
thousands of jobs, generate billions in economic growth and tax revenue and ensure that our state will grow, 
equitably, for generations. 
 
Community-Driven Revitalization: One important aspect of Growing Together CT’s strategy is development of a 
transformative plan for equitable urban investment. This will be developed through intensive community listening 
sessions that will take place over the next few months to ground our revitalization agenda in the experiences of 
families living in communities that have experienced disinvestment.  While we will tailor our priorities based on 
what we hear, we anticipate that the process will result in a range of revitalizing ideas to: 
 

● Create Wealth, for example through homeownership and small business investments; 
● Support Renters, for example through investments in subsidized housing and hazard removal, and 
● Build Community, for example through placemaking investments like parks and playgrounds and 

improved public transportation. 
 
Equitable Zoning: Our statewide housing development policy, called Fair Share Planning and Zoning, puts local 
communities in the driver’s seat to contribute to the state’s overall need for housing that is affordable. Based on 
the proven track record of New Jersey’s Fair Share policy, we estimate that in ten years Fair Share will: 
 

● Lead to 300,000 new housing units across Connecticut, 
● Create up to 80,000 jobs,  
● Generate over $12 billion in state and local tax revenue, and  
● Pump more than $60 billion into the state economy.  

 
Much of this new affordable housing will be built without government subsidies in mixed-income communities 
where market-rate units will internally support more affordable units. This expands the stock of housing that is 
more affordable than large lot single-family homes without relying wholly on costly public support. 
With smart and equitable housing strategies and transformative investments in urban communities, the Growing 
Together Connecticut movement will allow every community in our state to grow and thrive.  
 
Join us! We need you to help Connecticut grow towards justice. For more information, please contact us at 
growingtogetherct@gmail.com.  Steering committee partners include: 

 


