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 Fighting in northern and western Iraq in early 2014 led to large population displacements, mainly towards the 
Erbil and Dohuk governorates of Kurdistan. 

 Internal population displacement first peaked in June 2014 following the fall of Mosul. 

 Handicap International was already present in Iraqi Kurdistan, where it has been providing support to Syrian 
refugees. There are about 200,000 Syrian refugees Dohuk and Erbil governorates according to estimates by the 
UNHCR (1). In response, the organization launched a project to assist highly vulnerable displaced people, 
particularly those with injuries, disabilities, or chronic diseases.  

 In early August, an upsurge in fighting and U.S. airstrikes led to fresh population displacements, forcing people 
who had already been displaced to once again flee the fighting. 

 As a result of these events, Handicap International is deploying additional resources and staff to expand its 
operations in the area.  
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Contact: Brice Blondel – bblondel@handicap-international.org   

                                                 
1UNHCR, September 2014 http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees  
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Key Data 
 

 
 

Aid for Displaced People 
 

 
 

Our mobile teams of physical therapists have been identifying and 
referring vulnerable people in the governorates of Dohuk and Erbil. They 
operate in camps for displaced people and in urban areas to ensure that the 
most vulnerable people have access to the care and services they need.  

 
At the end of August, Handicap International’s teams identified more than 600 
people in situations of acute vulnerability.  
 

Among the people identified, those who cannot travel alone to care facilities are 
transported people with disabilities, orthopedic and prosthetic workshops, and 
pediatric clinics. 

 
The organization also distributes mobility aids such as wheelchairs and crutches. Handicap International is 
working to source more aids, which have run out in many facilities. 
 
Lastly, Handicap International is supplying technical support to other humanitarian operators, including the United 
Nations, to ensure people with disabilities and vulnerable individuals are included in the humanitarian relief effort 
and to make sure the infrastructure put in place is accessible.  

Humanitarian situation:  

  The International Organization for Migration 

recorded 1.3 million newly people displaced 

inside Iraq between January and August 2014. There 

were some 400,000 displaced people grouped in 

camps, schools, buildings under construction, and 

other locations in the governorates of Dohuk and 

Erbil alone. Some displaced people have also taken 

refuge with people living in these governorates or 

rented accommodation, but their living conditions 

have become more precarious as more people arrive 

in the area. 

  Another 1.3 million people had already been 

displaced in Iraq prior to 2014. 

  Some 215,000 Syrians also take refuge in Iraq, 

including 200,000 in the governorates of Dohuk and 

Erbil. 

 

Background to Handicap International’s relief 

operation: 

  The organization has been present in Iraq since 

1991. Over the last few years, our teams have 

worked to improve the inclusion and living conditions 

of people with disabilities and to reduce accidents 

caused by explosive remnants of war. Since May 

2014, our teams have also regularly supplied aid to 

Syrian refugees and, since July 2014, to displaced 
Iraqis. 


