
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Legislative Update  
 
The Blueprint for Maryland’s Future 

The Speaker introduced HB1413, a piece of 
legislation entitled “The Blueprint for Maryland’s 
Future”. The intent of this bill is to transform the 
State’s early childhood, primary and secondary 
education programs into a world-class system that 
would provide funding for increased teacher salaries, 
improved teacher training and free, full-day 
prekindergarten for 3 and 4-year-old children in 
poverty. This bill would allocate $325 million in the 
fiscal year 2020 and $750 million in the fiscal year 
2021 toward funding the main policy areas for 
educational improvement outlined by the Kirwan 
Commission.  

Other actions the bill calls for include heightening the 
rigor for teacher standards, establishing a college and 
career readiness standard for high school students, 
and providing pathways to free early college 
programs to high school students. The blueprint 
would also provide additional support and services 

for English learners, students will disabilities, and 
students from low-income families who have not met 
such college and career readiness standards. 

This bill has the potential to transform Maryland’s 
early childhood, primary, and secondary education 
institutions into a world-class system. I look forward 
to the hearings on this legislation so that I can better 
evaluate it. With that being said, I am excited to be 
part of such a large step in our education system!  

 Death with Dignity/End of Life Option 

A contentious bill this year has been HB399, a bill 
that allows those suffering from a terminal illness and 
to make the choice of when they wish to end their life. 
The bill requires that medical professionals are 
involved in every step of the process, including 
mental health professionals when deemed necessary 
by the doctor. The patient must go through several 
steps to request aid, including multiple oral and 
written requests. The patient is also made aware of all 
options he or she has, and can recede his or her 
request at any time.  

We members of the House on the Health and 
Government Operations and Judiciary committees 
heard from over 150 passionate opponents and 
advocates, including retired radio talk show host 
Diane Rehm, on House Bill 399. It was a very 
emotional nine hours listening to heart-wrenching 
testimony around the topic of death in the packed 
Joint Hearing Room.  

We all have stories to tell. I would like to assure you 
that I meticulously read all the research and heartfelt 
testimony made available to me. Each of you have 
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valid points of view, but the concerns of my 
constituents and my conscience are my highest 
priorities as I navigate my inaugural year at this 
historic body. I want all my constituents to know that 
I am honored to represent them and I appreciate their 
valuable thoughts.  

On Thursday, the full House debated and then voted 
on HB399. My informed decision was that I chose to 
vote red on this bill. Despite my vote, the bill passed 
the third reader in a relatively close 74-66 count. It 
will now move on to the Senate where it will be voted 
on. 

Bond Bill Saturday 

 

Saturday marked an annual Annapolis tradition 
known as Bond Bill Saturday. Each year, Senators 
and Delegates request capital funding for 
community-oriented projects in their district during a 
marathon all-day hearing. Today I joined advocates 
in our community to present requests for Parkville 
High School, Perry Hall High School and the Linover 
Improvement Association. I am grateful to the 
advocates that came out to represent their District 8 
communities. 

 Baltimore County House Delegation 

 The Baltimore County House Delegation received an 
update from Tradepoint Atlantic. While located in 

District 6, the economic implications reach District 8. 
The revitalization of the property, which formerly 
housed Bethlehem Steel, is coming along very well, 
especially compared to where they were just five 
years ago. With Amazon, Under Armor, FedEx, and 
others stepping up their operations, the east side of 
Baltimore County is primed for a resurgence. There 
was some pushback from west side delegates at 
Friday’s Baltimore County House Delegation 
meeting, with the main concern being job equity. 
While it is understandable, the east side has been 
starving economically for decades. This is a massive 
project with a lot of money committed to it, but the 
economic benefit could be astronomical.  

After Tradepoint presented their update we heard 
from Elisabeth Sachs, the Director of Government 
Reform and Strategic Initiatives for Baltimore 
County. According to research, while the county is 
prospering there are still pockets of residents that are 
struggling to make ends meet. The amount of 
residents in Baltimore County that fall under the label 
of “working poor” is staggering, with tens of 
thousands spending over 35 percent of their income 
on rent and/or lacking work options due to not having 
a vehicle. In 2017, 29 percent of households were 
above the poverty level but below the basic cost of 
living for Baltimore County, according to United 
Way. Combined with the actual poverty level, we are 
looking at 40 percent of Baltimore County 
households struggling to make it, and oftentimes 
falling short. Baltimore County has a bit of an uphill 
battle ahead, but I am confident in the county’s 
leadership.  

Health and Government Operations 

Earlier this year the Health and Government 
Operations (HGO) Committee took up HB71. This 
bill requires the State Board of Elections, in 
consultation with the Department of Information 
Technology, to make publicly available on the 
Internet each meeting agenda at least 24 hours in 
advance of each meeting, live video streaming, and 
unedited archived video recordings of open meetings. 
On March 7, this bill unanimously passed in the 
House of Delegates. This is a big win for 
transparency. The people of Maryland deserve to 



 

have all the information available regarding the 
election process, and they deserve the opportunity to 
voice their opinion. That cannot happen if these 
operations are being held in the dark with limited 
input, so this is a giant leap in the right direction.  

______________________________________________ 

Scholarship 

Students looking to 
continue their education 
after high school should 

apply for the Maryland Legislative District 8 

Scholarship. This year, Delegates Bromwell, Boteler 
and I will be awarding our scholarship as a team, so 
you only need to apply once. Applications must be 
submitted by April 28, and applicants must reside in 
District 8 to qualify. The application for the 
scholarship can be found here. 

Best, 

Harry Bhandari 
6 Bladen Street, Room 303 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
E-mail: harry.bhandari@house.state.md.us  
Phone at 410-841-3526 | 301-858-3526 
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