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2021 Questionnaire: Assembly District 17  
 
 
 
 
Congratulations on declaring your candidacy! 
 
There are a few steps in our endorsement process: 
 

1. Interview with our Political Action Committee on October 12th, which will 
recommend an endorsement to our members 
2. Submit your completed questionnaire by October 18th 
3. Speak at our General Membership Meeting on October 19th, for the final 
endorsement vote 

 
There are three parts to our questionnaire, plus additional questions for individual offices: 
Part 1 is a series of short-answer questions, with a 150-word limit on answers. Part 2 is a 
series of Yes or No questions covering a broad set of issues. Part 3 covers whom you have 
endorsed for office in the past. 
 
Please return your completed questionnaire to pac@milkclub.org and to 
correspondent@milkclub.org no later than October 18th. 
  
In addition to this questionnaire, we invite you to participate in an interview with our Political 
Action Committee on October 12th, and, if you like, to make any final remarks to our 
members on October 19th.  
 
Your questionnaire responses and interview answers will weigh heavily in our overall 
endorsement process, so please take both seriously. 
 
Good luck! 
 

— The Harvey Milk LGBTQ Democratic Club 
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Required Information 
 
 
 
Full Name: Thea Selby  
 
Campaign Address: 1390 Market Street, suite 200, SF, CA 94102 
 
Campaign Phone: 415 309 9410 
 
Campaign Email: info@theaselby.org, thea@theaselby.org 
 
Campaign Website: theaselby.org (not up yet, but will be shortly) 
 
Campaign Consultant or Main Point of Contact: Katie Merrill, BaughmanMerrill, Julie 
Edwards, MJE Strategies 
  
Political Party: Democrat 
 
Are you a Member of the Harvey Milk LGBTQ Club?: Yes 
 
If so, since when?: Since 2011 
 
Have you run for office before?: Yes, three times 
 
Have you ever sought our endorsement before?: Yes, three times 
 
Do you identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and/or queer (LGBTQ)?: No, 
I’m an ally 
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PART 1: Short Answer 

 
1. Describe your qualifications for the office you are seeking. Feel free to add 
anything that you would like our Members to know about you and your candidacy. 
 
I am a 20-year small business owner, community organizer, City College Trustee, and 
parent with a real-life record of being accountable for results, tackling challenging fiscal 
issues, promoting progressive policies, and getting results that affect families. I’m a 
pragmatic progressive who has focused on improving access to education, closing the 
opportunity gap, improving transit options and affordability and meet our climate goals. I 
believe we need leaders in Sacramento who can work with others to achieve real results 
and throughout my career I’ve been focused on making sure our wonderful, diverse 
communities are heard, respected and included.  
 
As a longtime member of the Milk Club, community organizer and elected official, I’ve 
always worked to make sure we’re removing barriers to opportunity, enacting policies to 
end discrimination and addressing historic wrongs done to marginalized communities, 
including our LGBTQ+ friends and neighbors.  
 
 
2. Who has endorsed your candidacy, and which of these endorsements is most 
meaningful to you? 
 
Anne Moses, Founder, IGNITE for Girls 
Jesse Burleson, Fellow, Legal Services for Prisoners with Children 
Sue Englander (#2), AFT and SFSU faculty 
Fiona Ma, CA State Treasurer 
Gwyneth Borden, Chair, SFMTA Board 
Meredith Willis Dodson, ED, SF Parents Coalition 
 
While I am proud of and value all my endorsements, I’m very honored to have received the 
endorsements of Fiona Ma, a true leaders in the AAPI community and longtime San 
Francisco elected official who has served our city with honor at the local and state level, 
and Jesse Burleson who has taught me so much about life as an incarcerated and formerly 
incarcerated person. I’m so proud of the work he is now doing forwarding legislation to end 
involuntary servitude in jail at the state level. 
 
 
3. Describe your past work addressing the climate crisis and environmental justice 
and your vision for a just transition away from fossil fuels. Please include specific 
policies you would promote to achieve this.  
 
I am passionate about addressing the climate crisis and understand a key component of 
doing so is to not only change but the way we act as individuals and as a community 
regarding transportation, clean energy and sustainability – to ensure our transit goals match 
our rhetoric. As an education and transportation expert, I’ve used my position at CCSF to 
focus on the just transition is retraining everyone from their well-paid work in the fossil fuel 
industry to clean energy or other good paying (preferably) union jobs. I will continue to fight 
for these first-generation college goers and people getting retrained at the state level. I will 
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fight for getting more grants into the hands of those who are going through re-training and 
going to community college, the #1 ladder out of poverty. Gov. Newsom just vetoed a bill 
that I will bring forth again and support that would have gotten Cal Grants into the hands of 
over 100,000 community college students – the very people we should be lifting  up and 
giving a path to success.  
 
In San Francisco, transportation makes up 47% of our carbon emissions. As Chair and Co-
Chair of the SF Transit Riders, I have been fighting successfully to get rider-first policy and 
legislation in place for abundant, accessible, equitable and affordable public transportation 
for ALL. I also co-founded Voices for Transportation, an 87,000-strong coalition of labor 
and transit, environmental justice, senior, youth and faith-based groups working towards a 
$100B progressive revenue measure to start the transition to primarily public 
transportation, biking and walking. Without a strong and abundant public and active 
transportation network across the city, people will not get out of their cars.  
 
I secured $400,000 in funding for City College students for a campaign to get them free 
transit along with their FREE CITY. Transit is the 3rd largest cost after rent and food for 
students in this town. I will bring forth a bill at the state level to make transit free for all 
community college students (it has already been vetoed twice.)  
 
4. What work have you done to address economic inequality and housing 
unaffordability in San Francisco? What will you do to address them if elected? 
 
As a community college trustee, I negotiated 50% affordability for two different properties - 
33 Gough, currently slated for tiny homes until the 1500 units are built, and Balboa 
Reservoir. We strived to get 500 dorm beds for our students as well. While unsuccessful, I 
will keep up the housing fight because it is essential for a thriving and equitable community, 
especially when you consider that 40% of homeless TAY are LGBTQ+.  
 
 
5. Describe your work addressing racial injustice, economic inequity, and police 
brutality in San Francisco. 
 
Nearly twenty years ago, I marched for justice for Rodney King. Last year, I again joined the 
protests following the tragic murder of George Floyd. It is disheartening to know that we 
continue to have to fight these battles over the course of decades to address systemic 
racism, police brutality and inequality. And while we can be proud that Floyd’s family found 
justice, we know that so many more victims of the same violence, have not.   
 
As I mentioned, I’ve worked at City College to address racial injustice. Our students are 
overwhelmingly students of color from disadvantaged backgrounds. As a Trustee, I’ve 
worked with our students closely to identify barriers and work to alleviate them. To give one 
example, during COVID, it quickly became clear that online classes were creating new 
barriers for students who may lack the necessary equipment, reliable Internet access or 
quiet spaces to attend online classes. We worked and are still working to address these 
new challenges so that all our students can continue their education. 
 
I strongly believe that everything we do as educators must be through the lens of 
promoting equity and addressing systemic racism. While our student body is diverse, our 
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faculty does not mirror the diversity of our classrooms, and as Trustees, we’re working 
everyday to address the system that keeps it that way.  
 
6. How have you supported transgender San Franciscans, and how will you do so if 
elected? 
 
I endorsed Mia Satya and Jamie Rafaela Wolfe when they ran for Board of Education. I was 
a friend and neighbor of Felicia Flames, and worked with Sue Englander and Felicia on the 
annual Howard Grayson Elder Life Conference event Sue puts on. I recently attended both 
Denise D’Ann’s memorial service and also Felicia Flames Tenderloin memorial 
extravaganza to show my respect for both of these transformational transgender leaders. I 
voted for Honey Mahogany for President of Harvey Milk, even after Kevin’s excellent, 
stirring speech because I thought having a trans woman of color heading up Harvey Milk 
was fitting and and long overdue.  
 
As your Assemblymember, I will support legislation and appointments that recognize and 
lift up transgender Californians and address the continuing discrimination, violence and 
barriers these brave individuals face. I also will commit to working with our community 
organizations to mentor young transgender individuals in my office and promote legislation 
that assist homeless youth – many of whom are LGTBQ. 
 
7. How have you supported other members of the LGBTQ community, and how will 
you do so if elected? 
 
I am an ally of LGBTQ people and am here to listen to what your needs are and how I can 
be helpful. I worked side by side with Tom Temprano, Alex Randolph, Rafael Mandelman at 
City College. After being elected to the Board as the top vote getter I served as Vice 
President when Rafael was President at City College. My uncle who died of AIDS provided 
me the foundation for being an ally, and I try every day to live up to his memory.  
 
8. Describe a time when you worked against an established power structure or 
entrenched authority to achieve progressive change. How was this positive change 
accomplished? 
 
See below for a few projects and programs I have worked on over the years to achieve 
progressive change.  
 
--Negotiating selling sanitary napkins from Nicaragua to the Soviet Union—This was 
my first business venture. I went to Nicaragua to find a sanitary napkin factory to sell pads 
for menstruation to the Soviet Union b/c I had been living there, and saw that women used 
rags. I knew that Nicaragua had a huge trade deficit with the Soviet Union, and thought this 
would ameliorate it a bit. I found a factory near Managua that made sanitary napkins, and 
began the negotiation process, which concluded after I left. Shortly after this I went to 
business school to learn more about economics, trade, and budgets. 
 
Parental Consent for minors before obtaining an abortion—When I was in business 
school in Oregon, I joined NARAL and became the Treasurer of NARAL’s Eugene branch. 
We fought a parental consent bill that was proposed. The bill LOST thanks to hours and 
weeks and months of calls, walking the streets, talking to people, door hanging, etc. My 
first real contact with grassroots campaigning on something I cared deeply about.  
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--FREE MUNI for youth—I was an early supporter and wanted ALL youth included, not 
means-tested. I protested with youth at MTC. We (me the transit advocate, David Campos 
the Supervisor, PODER, and many other groups) got it done.  
 
--FREE CITY—I was the CCSF President when Proposition W, to fund FREE CITY, passed. 
I worked hard to try and negotiate a better deal for FREE City. We didn’t get enough of the 
funds (still don’t but it’s much better at $15M instead of half of that), and fought with my 
board to try and get a better deal.  
 
--PPE for bus drivers—During the pandemic, for some reason at the beginning the powers 
that be would not admit that there were shortages of PPE for their drivers. SF Transit 
Riders created a campaign, raised money, bought PPE for drivers and handed them out at 
the height of the pandemic. 
 
 
 
9. How have you worked to mentor and build the bench of future leaders?  
 
One of the best ways to mentor and build a future bench is to have future leaders work on 
your campaign. I’ve had some amazing individuals, from a 23-year old professional dancer 
(Supervisor campaign) as a campaign manager to Alex Barrett Shorter, now Nancy Pelosi’s 
staff, to my latest, Malinalli (his indigenous name), the Student Trustee at City College, who 
is helping me on my campaign.  
 
In my day job, I work in communications and outreach, and as often as I can I hire outreach 
people who have often been trained through politics. Harlo Pippenger is a Next Steps 
Marketing employee who worked on Janani Ramachandran’s campaign, Dean Preston’s 
and others. Sometimes providing a living to people while letting them pursue their ideals is 
also mentoring.  
 

 
 

PART 2:  
 

Yes or No Questions 
(Please mark Yes or No for each question) 

 
QUEER SOLIDARITY & LIBERATION                                                              YES    NO 
 
Do you commit to hiring LGBTQ people to senior roles on your staff? x  
  
Do you commit to consult with Milk Club leadership regarding legislation 
that specifically impacts the LGBTQ community? 

x  

 
Do you support public funding to expand access to PrEP? x  
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Do you support decriminalizing sex work? x  
 
TENANTS, HOUSING, AND HOMELESSNESS                                               YES    NO 
 
Do you support immediate rent cancellation and mortgage forbearance for 
all tenants and homeowners impacted by COVID-19? 

x  

  
Do you support the creation of an independent commission to oversee the 
Department of Homelessness and Supportive Services? 

x  

 
Do you support the split-roll repeal of Proposition 13?   xxx  
 
Do you support the repeal of the Costa-Hawkins Rental Housing Act? x  
 
Do you support the repeal of the Ellis Act?  x  
 
Have you ever evicted a tenant?   x 
 
Did you support SB-9 (Atkins)? x  
 
Did you support SB-10 (Wiener)? x  
 
Did you support SB-50 (Wiener)?  x 
 
IMMIGRATION                                                                    
YES    NO 
 
Should U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement be abolished? 
Reformed, yes.  

  

 
Do you support San Francisco’s Sanctuary City status? x  
 
Do you support due process protections for immigrant youth accused of 
crimes?  

x  

 
Do you support allowing undocumented San Franciscans to serve on City 
boards and commissions? 

xx  
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Do you support increased funds for immigrant defense services? x  
 
RACIAL & SOCIAL JUSTICE                                                                    
YES    NO 
 
Do you support requiring an independent investigation of all police officer-
related shootings?  

x  

 
Do you support disbanding the SFPD and requiring officers to reapply to a 
newly constructed, less violent police force? 
 
I support reform and expanding programs to have trained social workers 
and community members respond to many of the calls now handled by 
SFPD.  

  

 
Should the San Francisco Police Officers Association be disbanded or at 
least have its political influence in the City severely curtailed? How?  
 
Yes, it is troubling to have an organization entrusted with our public safety 
play a political role in our government and elections. I support providing 
officers with civil service protections in lieu of a union. 

x  

 
Do you support qualified immunity for police officers?  As far as I can tell, 
the original meaning of this has been stretched to be much more broadly 
interpreted than the original intention. So, no.  

 X 

 
Do you support reparations for Black San Franciscans? x  
 
Do you support the implementation of supervised injection/consumption 
sites? 

xxx  

 
Have you ever crossed a union picket line or ignored a union boycott?  x 
 
Do you support the right for public sector employees to go on strike?  x  
 
Do support repealing California’s Proposition 209? x  
 
Do you support the California App-Based Drivers Regulations Initiative?   x 
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Do you support rebuilding the county jail at 850 Bryant? Not as a county 
jail, but I support having a building there, perhaps for transitional housing or 
permanent housing. 

 x 

 
CLIMATE JUSTICE & TRANSPORTATION                                
YES    NO 
 
Do you support dissolving Pacific, Gas, & Electric and replacing it with a 
publicly-owned utility agency? 

x  

 
Would you support a prohibition on any new permits for oil & gas 
extraction, fossil fuel infrastructure, or petrochemical projects in California? 

x  

 
Do you support off-shore wind power generation? x  
 
Do you support nuclear power generation as part of a transition from fossil 
fuels? Not until we have the youth figure out how we can get rid of the 
leftovers which will poison generations to come. 

 x 

 
Do you support phasing out of all existing fossil fuel production in California 
in line with the Paris climate goals?  

x  

 
Do you support the creation of a 2500-foot health and safety buffer zone 
between fossil-fuel infrastructure and homes, schools, & other sensitive 
sites? 

x  

 
POLITICAL PROCESS & TRANSPARENCY                                          YES    NO 
 
 
Do you accept campaign contributions from large corporations?    x 
 
Do you accept campaign contributions from billionaires?   x 
 
Do you accept campaign contributions from law enforcement associations?   x 
 
Do you accept campaign contributions from fossil fuel companies?   x 
 
Do you accept campaign contributions from pharmaceutical companies?   x 
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Do you accept campaign contributions from PG&E?   x 
 
Do you support establishing ranked-choice voting for state elections? x  
 
Do you support establishing a public financing program for state elections? xxx  
 
Do you support prohibiting corporate contributions for state elections?  xxx  
 
Do you support eliminating ex-officio seats from Democratic County 
Central Committees? 

xx  

 
Do you support prohibiting elected officials from running for seats on 
Democratic County Central Committees? 

xxx  

 
Do you support the creation of a San Francisco Office of the Public 
Advocate? 

x  

 
Do you support extending voting rights to currently and formerly 
incarcerated people?  Already extended to formerly.  

x  
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PART 3:  
 

Support of Other Candidates 
(Please answer whom you support or supported in each race. If you made a ranked 
endorsement or voted for more than one candidate using RCV, please indicate the 

rankings.) 
 
                             2020                                                            
Candidate 
 

Democratic Presidential Primary Bernie Sanders 
 
CA State Senate, District 11 Scott Wiener 
 
District 1 Supervisor Catherine Stefani 
 
District 3 Supervisor Aaron Peskin 
 
District 5 Supervisor Did not endorse 
 
District 7 Supervisor Myrna Melgar 
 
District 11 Supervisor Did not endorse 
 
                             2019                                                             
Candidate 
 

District 5 Supervisor Vallie Brown 
 
San Francisco District Attorney Suzy Loftus 
 
                             2018                                                             
Candidate 
 

Mayor  Mark Leno and London Breed 
 
District 4 Supervisor Connie Chan 
 
District 6 Supervisor  Matt Haney 
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District 8 Supervisor  Rafael Mandelman 
 
District 10 Supervisor Shamann Walton 
 


