
2021 Questionnaire: Assembly District 17

Congratulations on declaring your candidacy!

There are a few steps in our endorsement process:

1. Interview with our Political Action Committee on October 12th, which will
recommend an endorsement to our members
2. Submit your completed questionnaire by October 18th
3. Speak at our General Membership Meeting on October 19th, for the final
endorsement vote

There are three parts to our questionnaire, plus additional questions for individual offices:
Part 1 is a series of short-answer questions, with a 150-word limit on answers. Part 2 is a
series of Yes or No questions covering a broad set of issues. Part 3 covers whom you have
endorsed for office in the past.

Please return your completed questionnaire to pac@milkclub.org and to
correspondent@milkclub.org no later than October 18th.

In addition to this questionnaire, we invite you to participate in an interview with our Political
Action Committee on October 12th, and, if you like, to make any final remarks to our
members on October 19th.

Your questionnaire responses and interview answers will weigh heavily in our overall
endorsement process, so please take both seriously.

Good luck!

— The Harvey Milk LGBTQ Democratic Club
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Required Information

Full Name: David Campos

Campaign Address: 767 Bryant St #201 San Francisco, CA 94107

Campaign Phone: 415-261-8648

Campaign Email: info@camposforca.com

Campaign Website: https://camposforus.com

Campaign Consultant or Main Point of Contact: Daniel Anderson Campaign Manager -
415-261-8648

Political Party: Democratic Party

Are you a Member of the Harvey Milk LGBTQ Club?: YES

If so, since when?: About 20 years ago

Have you run for office before?: YES

Have you ever sought our endorsement before?: YES

Do you identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and/or queer (LGBTQ)?:

I am a gay queer Latino man
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PART 1: Short Answer

1. Describe your qualifications for the office you are seeking. Feel free to add
anything that you would like our Members to know about you and your candidacy.

I’m an openly gay man who was born in Guatemala. My parents brought me to this country
undocumented, at the age of 14. I came here carrying one of my little sisters on my back in
search of the American Dream. I was a Dreamer before the concept even existed.  Even
though I didn’t speak the language and my parents were poor (making minimum wage as a
janitor and a factory worker), I studied hard and was accepted into Stanford University five
years after my arrival. I put myself through Stanford and was then accepted into Harvard
Law School, graduating in 1996.

After working as an attorney in private practice for a couple of years, mainly to pay off loans,
I dedicated my life to public service to give back to a country that has given me so much; to
make sure that I work to give individuals like myself the opportunities I have had.

Since then, I have served as a San Francisco Deputy City Attorney, eventually serving as
the General Counsel for the San Francisco Public School System, where I oversaw
implementation of a federal Consent Decree to ensure equal opportunity for students of
color in San Francisco Unified. I also served as a San Francisco Police Commissioner,
where I worked to bring more transparency to the police department and to hold accountable
any police officer who engaged in misconduct.

I ran for and was elected to represent District 9 on the San Francisco Board of Supervisors,
serving the maximum of two full, consecutive terms. (See more in question 8).

After leaving the San Francisco Board of Supervisors, I was hired as Deputy County
Executive for the County of Santa Clara, where I managed and created different
departments dedicated to immigrant relations, gender equity, and cultural competence. I
also oversaw the County's outreach, education and communications throughout the
COVID-19 pandemic.

I left my work as a Deputy County Executive in Santa Clara, to become San Francisco
District Attorney Chesa Boudin’s Chief of Staff. In that role, I oversee the day-to-day
operations of the office. (See more in question 5).

I am running for California Assembly because my broad, diverse and extensive professional
experiences will make me the most effective, progressive legislator in Sacramento among
the candidates in this race. I have been tested more than anyone running. You don’t have to
wonder whether I will stand up to special interests in Sacramento because I have been
doing it for many years. In fact, I’ve been doing it all my life.

I am also running because I believe that representation matters. San Francisco hasn’t
elected a Latino or Latina to represent it in the California Legislature since the 1800’s. It is
time to change that. Given the disproportionate impact that COVID-19 has had on the Latinx
Community, it is time that someone from that community represents San Francisco in the
Capitol. At a time when Dreamers and immigrants are scapegoated and under attack, the
fact that a formerly undocumented person like me could represent San Francisco would
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make a huge difference for Dreamers and immigrants in San Francisco and throughout
California.

Lastly, for many in the LGBTQ Community it is critical to once again have LGBTQ
representation in this seat. Prior to the current Assemblymember, this seat was held by Tom
Ammiano, Mark Leno, and Carole Migden, three incredible queer leaders who were trail
blazers for the community. While I appreciate that the current Assemblymember is a strong
ally, the LGBTQ Community needs more. Having someone from the LGBTQ Community
means that the person will be a leader who isn’t afraid to push the envelope the way
Ammiano, Leno and Migden did for so many years.

I hope the Harvey Milk LGBTQ+ Democratic Club will join me in the fight for a more
equitable, more diverse, and more progressive California.

2. Who has endorsed your candidacy, and which of these endorsements is most
meaningful to you?

- Eleni Kounalakis, Lt. Governor of California
- Ricardo Lara, California Insurance Commissioner
- Dave Cortese, State Senator, SD 15
- Lorena Gonzalez Fletcher, Assemblymember, AD 80
- Phil Ting, Assemblymember, AD 19
- Chesa Boudin, San Francisco District Attorney
- Connie Chan, San Francisco Supervisor, District 1
- Aaron Peskin, San Francisco Supervisor, District 3
- Gordon Mar, San Francisco Supervisor, District 4
- Dean Preston, San Francisco Supervisor, District 5
- Rafael Mandelman, San Francisco Supervisor, District 8
- Hillary Ronen, San Francisco Supervisor, District 9
- Faauuga Moliga, Vice President, San Francisco School Board
- Matt Alexander, Member, San Francisco School Board
- Mark Sanchez, Member, San Francisco School Board
- Shanell Williams, President, CCSF Board of Trustees
- Tom Temprano, Vice President, CCSF Board of Trustees
- Brigitte Davila, Trustee, CCSF Board of Trustees
- Alan Wong, Trustee, CCSF Board of Trustees
- Peter Gallotta, Vice-Chair, San Francisco DCCC
- Anabel Ibañez, Corresponding Secretary, San Francisco DCCC
- Matt Gonzalez, Former President of Board of Supervisors, District 5
- Norman Yee, Former President of Board of Supervisors, District 7
- Sandra Lee Fewer, Former Supervisor, District 1
- Eric Mar, Former Supervisor, District 1
- Jake McGoldrick, Former Supervisor, District 1
- Christina Olague, Former Supervisor, District 5
- Jeff Sheehy, Former Supervisor, District 8
- Sophie Maxwell, Former Supervisor, District 10
- Willie Brown, Former Mayor of San Francisco
- Art Agnos, Former Mayor of San Francisco
- Mark Leno, Former California State Senator
- Tom Ammiano, Former Assemblymember, AD 17
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- Carlota del Portillo, Former Member, San Francisco School Board
- Kim-Shree Maufas, Former Member, San Francisco School Board
- Petra De Jesus, Former Commissioner, San Francisco Police Commission
- Jeff Prang, Los Angeles County Assessor
- Gabriel Quinto, Mayor Pro Tem., El Cerrito, CA
- Jovanka Beckles, Member, AC Transit Board of Directors
- Tara Sreekrishnan, Governing Board Member, Santa Clara County Board of

Education
- Alexander Walker-Griffin, City Council Member, Hercules City
- Devin Murphy, City Councilor, Pinole
- Lester Aponte, Co-Chair, CADEM LGBTQ Caucus
- Tiffany Woods, Co-Chair, CADEM LGBTQ Caucus
- Cherrelle Jackson, CADEM Delegate

I am grateful for the support from former Assemblymember Tom Ammiano and former State
Senator Mark Leno, two LGBT leaders who formerly represented San Francisco in
Sacramento  and redefined what it means to be an effective changemaker. I am also grateful
for the support from the majority  of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors: Supervisors
Connie Chan, Aaron Peskin, Gordon Mar, Dean Preston, Rafael Mandelman, and Hillary
Ronen. The broad support I have received is no doubt an indication of the energy,
commitment, and necessity of our campaign to once again send a tried-and-true progressive
voice to Sacramento.

You can find the full list of our campaign’s endorsements on our website:
https://camposforus.com/endorsements/

3. Describe your past work addressing the climate crisis and environmental justice
and your vision for a just transition away from fossil fuels. Please include specific
policies you would promote to achieve this.

California needs a Green New Deal. Cleaning up our environment with a Green New Deal
will do more than fight climate change. It will fight poverty with green jobs typically paying
much more than a living wage. It will fight crime with crime rates plummeting for people with
stable, family-sustaining jobs. And it will fight diseases like cancer, diabetes, asthma and
even COVID-19, which we know are made worse by wildfire smoke and air pollution.

As a Supervisor, I often fought to make sure that environmental issues, and the health of our
communities were considered in tandem and given equal standing with economic
considerations, especially when it came to land use approvals and business licensing
decisions. I opposed development projects such as the Hunters Point Shipyard development
in Bayview Hunters Point by Lennar and supported shutting down PG&E’s polluting peaker
plants for that very reason. One of my proudest achievements as a Supervisor was
authoring the landmark legislation that established Clean Power SF, the community choice
aggregation program which competes with PG&E and offers customers like myself 100%
clean energy in San Francisco. It is for this very reason that I was also proud to pass Free
Muni for Low Income Youth, to enhance access to our public transportation system and
reduce our reliance on driving.

As an Assemblymember, I will collaborate with legislative colleagues, environmental
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advocates, and community stakeholders to set more aggressive target dates and amounts
for the reduction of greenhouse emissions in California, with an emphasis on ensuring that
such reductions do not occur on paper alone. We must  reduce the disproportionate burden
of pollution in California’s low-income communities and   communities of color. While serving
on the Board of Supervisors, as San Francisco’s representative on the Metropolitan
Transportation Commission, I worked to ensure proper implementation of existing state
legislation designed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the Bay Area.

Additionally, I support a ban on fracking. I do believe that in the process of developing such
a ban, we should work with labor partners to make sure that they have a role in the
development and implementation of the ban to ensure the protection of workers who have
retired from or are currently working in that industry.

4. What work have you done to address economic inequality and housing
unaffordability in San Francisco? What will you do to address them if elected?

During my time as District 9 Supervisor, I enacted landmark legislation that allowed San
Francisco to protect neighborhoods and communities from displacement and gentrification
through the establishment of Cultural Districts, beginning with the creation of the Latino
Cultural District; this legislation has led to the creation of other cultural districts, including the
Castro Cultural District and the Transgender Cultural District.

Additionally as Santa Clara County Deputy Executive, I also oversaw implementation of
Santa Clara County’s $950 million housing bond which spearheaded the construction of
supportive housing to address the growing crisis of homelessness.

In the Assembly, I will address homelessness with the most fundamental solution – housing.

5. Describe your work addressing racial injustice, economic inequity, and police
brutality in San Francisco.

Following my time as a Santa Clara County Deputy Executive, I had the tremendous
opportunity to join the San Francisco District Attorney’s Office as Chief of Staff. I am proud
of the work we have done to reform our criminal justice system in San Francisco including:

● Ending cash bail citywide;

● Filing the first ever homicide case against a police officer in the history of San
Francisco; and

● Helping to reduce the jail population during the pandemic while still maintaining
public safety.

Additionally, as stated before, I also served as a San Francisco Police Commissioner, where
I worked to bring more transparency to the police department and to hold accountable any
police officer who engaged in misconduct.
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6. How have you supported transgender San Franciscans, and how will you do so if
elected?

As District 9 Supervisor, I worked to ensure that the transgender community in San
Francisco had access to medical services and healthcare. As a deputy county executive, I
learned that our transgender residents had to travel to San Francisco just to receive
necessary medical attention and services. I worked to replicate my work in San Francisco,
making health care and medical services accessible to the transgender community in Santa
Clara.

I appointed Honey Mahogany, the first Black transgender member of the San Francisco
Democratic County Central Committee who would also become the first Black transgender
elected official in the state of California upon her election to the DCCC. In the race to
succeed myself as chair of the SF Democratic Party, I was proud to continue my support of
Honey, now the first Black transgender chair of the SF Democratic Party. Representation
matters, and that is why I have supported and will continue to support our transgender
leaders.

As an Assemblymember, I will use my work in San Francisco and Santa Clara the model for
our state, and ensure that transgender Californians have the same access to resources,
attention, and care that cis Californians receive.

7. How have you supported other members of the LGBTQ community, and how will
you do so if elected?

I’ve supported LGBTQ candidates at state, local, and federal races like Rafael Mandelman
and Mark Leno. I’ve used my powers as chair of the SF Democratic Party to appoint leaders
like Honey Mahogany and Carolina Morales to governing bodies and leadership positions.
LGBTQ representation at the leadership table is important—that is why I have and will
continue to support LGBTQ candidates and leaders in our community.

As the only gay candidate in the race, and, if elected, the first gay Latino Assemblymember
from San Francisco, my unique experience will shape the policies I champion and allow me
to be a voice for the change and progress we need. I will work with community
organizations, like the Milk Club, and stakeholders to ensure that community voice is at the
heart of our work in the legislature. I will make sure that my work in San Francisco fighting
for LGBTQ rights will become a model for the state. I will make sure that California continues
to be a leader in LGBTQ rights, and that from San Francisco to California, and from
California to the United States, we create a more inclusive future.

8. Describe a time when you worked against an established power structure or
entrenched authority to achieve progressive change. How was this positive change
accomplished?

I’m proud to say that during my tenure representing District 9 on the San Francisco Board of
Supervisors, I established myself as the most progressive voice on the Board, and as a
fearless fighter for the underdog, including working on the following:
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● Protected San Francisco’s Healthcare Care Security Ordinance against efforts by the
business community to pocket tens of millions of dollars per year that should have
gone to provide healthcare for their workers.

● Working closely with allies, I helped lead the fight against CMPC’s effort to close St.
Luke’s hospital and build the CPMC Van Ness Campus union-free, eventually
working to put together an agreement that ensured the building of a world class
hospital at the Bernal/Mission Campus, and helping nurses successfully maintain
and expand their union.

● Enacted landmark pay equity legislation to ensure pay equity for women and people
of color who work for City government.

● After voting against the Twitter Tax Break, enacted the Legacy Business Program to
help small businesses that were struggling to stay open during the “Great Recession”
in the aftermath of the 2007 financial crisis.

In addition to this professional work, I have been a proud activist in the Democratic Party
where I have worked to push the party left as much as possible. For the last four years, I
was proud to serve as Chair of the San Francisco Democratic Party, where my allies and I
were able to take control back from corporate Democrats. During my tenure we had many
successes, including helping to elect a progressive super majority to the City and County’s
Board of Supervisors and the governing boards of other key public agencies and helping to
pass progressive ballot measures, including Prop C which taxed wealthy corporations to
provide services for the homeless and Prop F which gave renters facing eviction the right to
legal counsel.

Every progressive accomplishment is the result of broad coalition building with community
activists and stakeholders to fight for results that move our city and state in a more
progressive, equitable, and inclusive direction.

9. How have you worked to mentor and build the bench of future leaders?

Working to mentor future leaders and bringing them to the table has been important to me. I
have worked to recruit and publicly endorse young leaders running for office whose
innovation and ideas will solve today’s problems.

As a leader in San Francisco Democratic politics, I have worked to bring new voices and
future leaders to the table. In the most recent DCCC election, I led a successful slate that
included new voices, community activists, and leaders of tomorrow; I am also proud that the
Milk Club shared and supported our vision with consequential endorsements and support.

PART 2:

Yes or No Questions
(Please mark Yes or No for each question)
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QUEER SOLIDARITY & LIBERATION                                                              YES    NO

Do you commit to hiring LGBTQ people to senior roles on your staff? YES

Do you commit to consult with Milk Club leadership regarding legislation that
specifically impacts the LGBTQ community?

YES

Do you support public funding to expand access to PrEP? YES*

Do you support decriminalizing sex work? YES

TENANTS, HOUSING, AND HOMELESSNESS                                               YES    NO

Do you support immediate rent cancellation and mortgage forbearance for
all tenants and homeowners impacted by COVID-19?

YES

 

Do you support the creation of an independent commission to oversee the
Department of Homelessness and Supportive Services?

YES

Do you support the split-role repeal of Proposition 13? YES

Do you support the repeal of the Costa-Hawkins Rental Housing Act? YES

Do you support the repeal of the Ellis Act? YES

Have you ever evicted a tenant? NO

Did you support SB-9 (Atkins)? YES

Did you support SB-10 (Wiener)? YES*

Did you support SB-50 (Wiener)? NO
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IMMIGRATION YES    NO

Should U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement be abolished? YES

Do you support San Francisco’s Sanctuary City status? YES

Do you support due process protections for immigrant youth accused of
crimes?

YES

Do you support allowing undocumented San Franciscans to serve on City
boards and commissions?

YES

Do you support increased funds for immigrant defense services? YES

RACIAL & SOCIAL JUSTICE YES    NO

Do you support requiring an independent investigation of all police
officer-related shootings?

YES

Do you support disbanding the SFPD and requiring officers to reapply to a
newly constructed, less violent police force?

YES

Should the San Francisco Police Officers Association be disbanded or at
least have its political influence in the City severely curtailed?

YES

Do you support qualified immunity for police officers? NO

Do you support reparations for Black San Franciscans? YES

Do you support the implementation of supervised injection/consumption
sites?

YES

Have you ever crossed a union picket line or ignored a union boycott? NO

Do you support the right for public sector employees to go on strike? YES
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Do support repealing California’s Proposition 209? YES

Do you support the California App-Based Drivers Regulations Initiative? NO

Do you support rebuilding the county jail at 850 Bryant? NO

CLIMATE JUSTICE & TRANSPORTATION YES    NO

Do you support dissolving Pacific, Gas, & Electric and replacing it with a
publicly-owned utility agency?

YES

Would you support a prohibition on any new permits for oil & gas extraction,
fossil fuel infrastructure, or petrochemical projects in California?

YES

Do you support off-shore wind power generation? YES

Do you support nuclear power generation as part of a transition from fossil
fuels?

YES

Do you support phasing out of all existing fossil fuel production in California
in line with the Paris climate goals?

YES

Do you support the creation of a 2500-foot health and safety buffer zone
between fossil-fuel infrastructure and homes, schools, & other sensitive
sites?

YES

POLITICAL PROCESS & TRANSPARENCY YES    NO

Do you accept campaign contributions from large corporations? NO*

Do you accept campaign contributions from billionaires? NO

Do you accept campaign contributions from law enforcement associations? NO
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Do you accept campaign contributions from fossil fuel companies? NO

Do you accept campaign contributions from pharmaceutical companies? NO

Do you accept campaign contributions from PG&E? NO

Do you support establishing ranked-choice voting for state elections? YES

Do you support establishing a public financing program for state elections? YES

Do you support prohibiting corporate contributions for state elections? YES

Do you support eliminating ex-officio seats from Democratic County Central
Committees?

NO*

Do you support prohibiting elected officials from running for seats on
Democratic County Central Committees?

NO

Do you support the creation of a San Francisco Office of the Public
Advocate?

YES

Do you support extending voting rights to currently and formerly incarcerated
people?

YES

*Further comments:

QUEER SOLIDARITY & LIBERATION

Do you support public funding to expand access to PrEP? YES
As a San Francisco District Supervisor, I enacted the state’s first PrEP program to make it
more available for all who want it, regardless of their ability to pay. PrEP is an extremely
important tool in our fight to protect ourselves from HIV since the epidemic began. I want to
ensure that San Francisco is at the forefront of efforts to combat the spread of HIV/AIDS
through innovative measures. I am committed to taking the steps necessary to ensure
access to all individuals wanting PrEP— embracing PrEP now will stop new infections and
save lives.
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TENANTS, HOUSING, AND HOMELESSNESS

Did you support SB-10 (Wiener)? YES
We need more affordable housing in California, not just more market rate housing. And we
need housing that will not contribute to environmental degradation, traffic gridlock and most
importantly, displacement. While I think there are many beneficial elements to SB 9 and SB
10, these bills need to be improved by bolder proposals to create affordable housing, to
require that housing is near transit or supports transit improvements and most of all that
these bills do not become legal cover for mass displacement of low-income families. We
have seen the terrible history of “redevelopment” in San Francisco which became an excuse
for removing communities of color. Giving private developers a virtual blank check to build in
low income communities without the consent of those communities is dangerous – and we
should amend both of those bills to make them work as intended.

POLITICAL PROCESS & TRANSPARENCY

Do you accept campaign contributions from large corporations? NO
I am currently the only candidate who is committed to running a corporate-free campaign.
My campaign will not accept any money from corporate interests.

Do you support eliminating ex-officio seats from Democratic County Central
Committees? NO
While I do not support completely eliminating ex-officio positions on the DCCC, I understand
that we must reform their role on the committee.

PART 3:

Support of Other Candidates
(Please answer whom you support or supported in each race. If you made a ranked
endorsement or voted for more than one candidate using RCV, please indicate the

rankings.)

Candidate 2020

Democratic Presidential Primary Bernie Sanders

CA State Senate, District 11 Jackie Fielder

District 1 Supervisor Connie Chan

District 3 Supervisor Aaron Peskin
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District 5 Supervisor Dean Preston

District 7 Supervisor Vilaska Nguyen

District 11 Supervisor John Avalos

Candidate 2019

District 5 Supervisor Dean Preston

San Francisco District Attorney Chesa Boudin

Candidate 2018

Mayor Mark Leno/Jane Kim

District 4 Supervisor Gordon Mar

District 6 Supervisor Matt Haney

District 8 Supervisor Rafael Mandelman

District 10 Supervisor Shamann Walton
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