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A RESOLUTION TITLED MAKE HARRIS COUNTY SAFE AGAIN  
 
 
 

Whereas, the 2018 Republican Party of Texas Platform contains 29 separate 
paragraphs concerning criminal and civil justice and includes an expression of 
gratitude for law enforcement in paragraph 91; and 

 
Whereas, on January 6, 2019, Jakouri Jones was charged with carrying a handgun 
in a motor vehicle (he was in possession of a .40 S&W handgun stolen from a 
Cash America store) in Harris County Criminal Court at Law Number 15 and was 
immediately released by the court on a personal recognizance bond; and 

 
Whereas, on January 16, 2019, Jakouri Jones was charged with five first degree 
felony offenses including four aggravated robbery cases and an aggravated 
assault against a public servant in the 230th District Court; and 

 
Whereas, the Harris County District Attorney’s Office moved to set Mr. 
Jones’s bond on these first degree felony offenses at no less than $100,000, yet 
the court released Mr. Jones on a personal recognizance bond in each case; and 

 
Whereas, Mr. Jones was charged with an additional aggravated robbery (of a 
convenience store on Bellaire Boulevard) on January 28, 2019 that occurred on 
January 12, 2019; and 

 
Whereas, prosecutors again filed a motion for high bond, but Mr. Jones was 

again released by the court on yet another personal recognizance bond; and 
 

Whereas, as of December 31, 2018, 21,829 felony offenses were pending in 

Harris County, including 229 capital murder cases and 353 murder cases; and 
 

Whereas, it shall be the primary duty of all prosecuting attorneys, including any 
special prosecutors, not to convict, but to see that justice is done (See Tex. 
Code Crim. P. Art. 2.01); and 

 
Whereas, the Harris County District Attorney submitted a budget request to 
the Harris County Commissioners Court for 102 additional prosecutors, which 
was publicly supported by Harris County Commissioners Jack Cagle and Steve 
Radack; and 
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Whereas, on February 12, 2019, numerous Harris County Assistant District 
Attorneys testified before Harris County Commissioners Court, providing 
detail about large, unmanageable caseloads and insufficient resources; and 

 

Whereas, Harris County Public Defenders have a maximum caseload and 

Harris County Assistant District Attorneys have an unlimited caseload; and 
 

Whereas, on February 12, 2019 Harris County Commissioners Court rejected the 

Harris County District Attorney’s request for any additional prosecutors; and 
 

Whereas, in 2018, it was alleged that Harris County Public Defender Alex 
Bunin leaked confidential juvenile records to bail reform advocate Jay Jenkins, 
improperly discussed bail hearings, and allowed Mr. Jenkins to occupy space in 
a Harris County building at no cost, even though Mr. Jenkins is not a county 
employee; and 

 

Whereas, on February 12, 2019, Jay Jenkins testified before Harris County 
Commissioners Court against the Harris County District Attorney’s request for 
more prosecutors; and 

 

Whereas, on February 12, 2019, Harris County Commissioners Court voted to 
expand the Harris County Public Defender’s Office – a 91 percent increase; 
therefore, be it 

 

Resolved, That the Harris County Republican Party supports the allocation of 
sufficient resources to law enforcement, including the Harris County District 
Attorney’s Office, in order to keep Harris County citizens safe and see that justice 
is done for all Harris County citizens, including crime victims and survivors. 

 

Be it further Resolved, That the Harris County Republican Party supports bail in 
accordance with the Texas Constitution, including bail by sufficient surety with 
the constitutional exceptions as outlined in Article I, Section 11. 

 

Be it finally Resolved, That the Harris County Republican Party rejects any 

additional resources for the Harris County Public Defender’s Office. 
 

/s/ Rachel Palmer Hooper  
Rachel Palmer Hooper  
Chair, Precinct 16 


