
 
Adopted 2/25/19 
 

Resolution for Rejection of the Countywide Voting Proposal by the Harris 

County Clerk to the Harris County Commissioners Court 
 
Main Points: 
 
Whereas: 
 
The Republican Party of Texas Platform item 189 rejects county wide voting, in any form: 
 
“189. Fair Election Procedures: We support modifications to and the strengthening of election 

laws to ensure ballot integrity and fair elections. We support the Secretary of State strictly 

enforcing printing of results tapes for electronic voting for early voting and Election Day at 

polling locations after the polls close for all counties. We support increased scrutiny and 

security in balloting by mail; prohibition of internet voting and any electronic voting lacking a 

verifiable paper trail; prohibition of “rolling polling” for bond and tax rate increase elections; 

prosecution for election fraud with jail sentences; repeal of the unconstitutional Help America 

Vote Act; and assurance that each polling place has distinctly marked, where possible, 

separate locations for Republican and Democrat primary voting. We support all means of 

protecting the integrity of our elections, including the optional use of paper ballots. We 

oppose countywide polling locations due to heightened potential for fraud. “ 
 
Whereas the Texas Election Code provides a means of opting out of countywide voting for 

primaries: 
 
“Sec. 43.007. COUNTYWIDE POLLING PLACE PROGRAM. (a) The secretary of state shall 

implement a program to allow each commissioners court participating in the program to 

eliminate county election precinct polling places and establish countywide polling places for: 
 
(1) each general election for state and county officers; 
 
(2) each election held on the uniform election date in May and any resulting runoff; 
 
(3) each election on a proposed constitutional amendment; 
 
(4) each primary election and runoff primary election if: 
 
(A) the county chair or county executive committee of each political party participating in a 

joint primary election under Section 172.126 agrees to the use of countywide polling 

places; or 
 
(B) the county chair or county executive committee of each political party required to 

nominate candidates by primary election agrees to use the same countywide polling places; “ 

and 
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Whereas the current Harris County Clerk has publicly stated that combining of precincts is a 

likely future result of countywide polling and, 
 

Whereas the Harris County Clerk would pick the election judges for all county wide polling 

locations, and 
 

Whereas the current Precinct Caucus system where delegates to the Senatorial District 

Convention would be seriously disrupted by the combining of polling places, or countywide 

voting, and the precinct caucus chairman or Precinct Chair would have no knowledge of 

who had voted in the primary election and could not verify that a resident citizen of that 

precinct had voted would not be able to certify election of delegates to the Senatorial 

District Convention, and 
 

Whereas, it is possible that the Party would be responsible for nominating delegates to the 

Senatorial District Convention, and 
 

Whereas running of end of day poll tapes would take hours to run due to the time required to 

print off results of all county wide races, initiatives and other elections will result in not 

printing the tapes. 
 
 

 

RESOLVED, that the Harris County Republican Party Executive Committee rejects county wide 

voting for its primary elections and rejects countywide voting for all elections. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to every member of the Harris 

County Commissioners Court, the Harris County Clerk and the Secretary of State of Texas. 
 

Submitted by: 
 

Thomas Larry Korkmas- Precinct Chair # 492, SD 17 


