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Hearst Elementary School 
PTA Executive Board Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, October 5, 2022 
 

● Community Day update 
○ Principal Geoffroy is awaiting a response from the custodial team on who will be 

available to open the building. She said we should have the answer by Tuesday. 
○ Claire Cinque (PTA Co-President) reviewed the agenda for Community Day: 

■ 10/11-12: Community Day activities  
■ 12-1: Celebration!  tours of school; band?; cake!, etc. 
■ 1-2: Hearst movie and structured conversation, led by Andrea with Prince, 

Dawkins, Haith, Morales, Strickler 
■ 2-3: Chorus Concerts 

○ In response to questions from Eulynn Shiu (PTA Vice President), Principal 
Geoffroy stated that building tours would be okay, and that they could potentially 
be a student council activity, or that there could be self-guided tours if the QR 
codes from the original self-guided tour still work. Principal Geoffroy said there 
were some additional people she wanted to invite and that she would send us the 
names. 

○ Claire said she likes the self-guided tour idea, and that if work is needed to get 
that going again, we could help with that. 

○ Eulynn stated that there has been discussion of dedicating the office area to Joyce 
Walker. Principal Geoffroy noted that there is a DCPS policy for dedicating a 
room or a building, that it’s a long process that has not been initiated yet, and that 
there is a high bar for naming space for someone. She said it probably cannot be 
done by November 19. Eulynn stated that it may still be worth pursuing, even if it 
can’t be done by Community Day. 

 
● Owl Fund 

○ In response to a question from Claire, Principal Geoffroy said she will ask Ms. 
Hinchey to calculate the number of families at Hearst so we can calculate the 
percentage of families that have donated 

○ Andrew Paciorek (PTA Bookkeeper) stated that it would be helpful if people who 
contribute by Venmo would indicate their name when they send the funds. Ben 
Cady (PTA Recording Secretary) will include that in the next weekly update. 

 
● Specialists’ funds 

○ Claire asked how many specialists there are this year, and, if there are less than 
we budgeted for, whether we can use some of the leftover funds for partner 
teachers. 
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○ Diana Suarez (PTA Treasurer) stated that we have the list of teachers who were 
considered specialists last year, and that she would send it to Claire. 

○ Ms. Gray (PTA Teacher Representative) noted that most of the partner teachers 
are set up in spaces outside of the classrooms they support. She said it is not 
always feasible to remove resources from the classrooms and take them to another 
space, and the partner teachers wondered if there were funds available to buy 
supplies they needed.  

○ Principal Geoffroy noted that the partner teachers in Grades 2-5 all have office 
spaces. She confirmed that there are four partner teachers in those grades. 

○ Claire stated that we will work to see if there are funds available for that. 
 

● School beautification 
○ Claire said Christina Burnett asked if there was a line-item for Hearst 

beautification. Andrew said he would take a look. 
 

● Auction update 
○ Claire updated the group that some parents have volunteered to help. She said we 

probably have enough volunteers to commit to doing the Auction, depending on 
whether there is help from the EB. She explained that volunteers are still needed 
to procure sponsorships and help with admin tasks, and that we still need auction 
co-chairs to coordinate the volunteers. 

○ Sarah Alexander (Room Parent Coordinator) and Ben said they would be willing 
to help with tasks, but could not commit to being a co-chair. 

○ Eulynn recommended that the EB reach out to Hearst parent Katie Davis, who 
may be able to help coordinate event planning. Claire said she would reach out to 
Katie. 

○ Sarah asked whether Hearst is better or another location is better. Claire said there 
are pros and cons of doing the event at Hearst vs. another location. Jen noted that 
she heard from a parent who said some embassy employees cannot attend events 
at houses of worship. 

○ Ms. Prince noted that the Auction has been held at embassies in the past and they 
have been good locations. 

○ Claire stated that we should get the party planning going and that we are looking 
at April or May for the Auction. Eulynn noted that we avoided April last year due 
to spring break, Passover, and Easter. She said March could work if we are doing 
an indoor event. Claire said that May would give us the most time to plan the 
event and get donations. 

 
● New Hearst gear 
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○ Ms. Prince informed the group that the design process for the new Hearst gear 
was moving forward. 

 
● PTA payment card 

○ In response to a question from Claire, Diana stated that the PTA has a debit card, 
but that a credit card would be preferable because it is more secure and it is easier 
to recover funds stolen through identity theft. 

○ Ms. Prince noted that the PTA used to have a credit card. 
○ Diana said she would check with the PTA’s bank (Wells Fargo) to see what the 

options were for obtaining a credit card. 
 

● Old financial information 
○ Claire noted that the PTA has some old books with financial information and 

wondered how long such records needed to be retained. Principal Geoffroy stated 
that under IRS rules, we needed to retain such files for seven years. 

 
● IRS penalty 

○ Claire reminded the group that, last year, the PTA was assessed a fee by the IRS 
for not filing taxes in previous years. The PTA filed its taxes last year -- after 
Andrew helped the PTA catch up on its bookkeeping -- and this appeared to alert 
the IRS to the fact that taxes had not been paid in some previous years.  

○ Claire reminded the group that the PTA had budgeted for this expense and will 
pay it. She said the PTA will also ask for a waiver from the IRS. 

○ Andrew noted that the IRS fee was more than $10,000. He encouraged the group 
to consider what steps could be taken to avoid this happening in future years. He 
said hiring a professional bookkeeper may be one option to consider. 

 
● Agenda for next week’s PTA meeting 

○ Claire reminded the group that Jeremy Joseph will be doing a presentation on kids 
and smartphone use and his talk would last about 45 minutes. She suggested that 
we kick off at 6 pm with some quick updates; proceed with Jeremy’s talk; and 
then discuss everything else from 7 to 7:30. She asked the group if there are 
additional items for the agenda. 

○ Eulynn asked whether parents’ concerns about Flex should be added to the 
agenda. Ms. Gray said that it would be good for parents to be able to raise 
concerns with Flex before our November meeting. 

○ Principal Geoffroy suggested that Flex host a separate session at which parents 
could raise concerns, and that this has been done in the past. She said the PTA 
could potentially help facilitate this. 
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○ Claire asked if any teachers may be able to present at the November PTA 
meeting, which will be in-person. Ms. Prince said they would be reaching out to 
teachers about that. 

○ Claire asked whether all teachers may want to remind parents about the 
smartphone presentation, since it may be especially relevant to them. Ms. Gray 
said she would let the teachers know. Claire directly asked 4th and 5th teachers 
already.  

 
● Room parents 

○ Sarah expressed concern that emails are still not getting to room parents. Ben said 
he would include a reminder in the next weekly update that room parents should 
check their spam folders. 

○ Ms Prince and Ms Gray will ask teachers to check in with their room parents to 
ensure the room parents are getting messages from Sarah.  


