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Hearst Elementary School PTA 
Minutes of January 4, 2023 Executive Board Meeting 

 
● Next PTA Meeting 

○ Group decided to hold an in-person PTA meeting. 
○ Group discussed ways to increase attendance. Claire Cinque (PTA co-

president) suggested teacher presentations for future PTA meetings. Ben 
Cady (PTA recording secretary) suggested food (like having pizza for the 
parents as well as the kids). Eulynn Shiu (PTA vice president) suggested 
information about benchmark assessments, given the amount of confusion 
about them.  

○ The group agreed that the next PTA meeting could include a primer on 
assessments and dinner for the parents (in addition to the guest speaker 
and child care). 

 
● Open House 

○ Claire noted that there will be an open house on Friday and that volunteers 
were still needed to give tours. Ms. Gray (PTA teacher representative) 
suggested informing the room parents. Principal Geoffroy noted that the 
January and February open houses tend to be the most popular. 

 
● Auction  

○ Mia Olsen (PTA co-president) stated that there will be an auction 
committee meeting tomorrow (Thursday 1/5) and that they are hoping to 
hand things off to a project manager. 

○ She said that the auction committee is starting to organize wine parties 
and that there will be an item about them in the next PTA Corner. 

○ She asked the group what amount should be budgeted for party planning 
purposes. She stated that, in the past, the budget has been pretty minimal 
(i.e., a few hundred dollars). 

○ Andrew Paciorek (PTA bookkeeper) stated that the target amount for 
auction fundraising is $63,000. 

○ Mia decided to provide a bit more information about last year’s budget via 
email and the EB could respond with their thoughts. 

○ Ms. Gray said there was not a lot of communication with teachers last year 
and that could be improved this year. 

 
● Politics & Prose Fundraiser 

○ Claire noted that we don’t have a date for the fundraiser yet. 
○ Eulynn suggested that having school celebrities read would get people to 

come out.  
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○ Principal Geoffroy suggested a table with information about teacher wish 
lists. Parents could buy items and donate them to the classrooms. 

 
● Read-a-thon/Families in Need Fund 

○ Eulynn asked whether the group thought the Families in Need Fund 
should be the vehicle we continue to use to assist families in need, or 
whether there should be a separate budget line-item going forward. 

○ Andrew stated that one argument for keeping it as a separate fund is that 
the money we raise -- for example, through the Owl Fund -- is intended for 
school purposes, as opposed to direct aid to families. 

○ Eulynn said she thought this made sense and that if the PTA wanted to 
raise funds for families in need, it could do so separately. 

○ Eulynn also said she is happy to lead the read-a-thon. She said she will 
check with Ms. Bourbon to see if it makes sense to combine forces, and 
maybe tie in the Politics & Prose fundraiser. 

 
● Aftercare 

○ Mia said that she and Claire would be touching base with a couple of 
different aftercare providers to see what other options are out there. She 
said one provider is Kindercare, which reached out directly to the PTA. 

○ She noted that Miss Ashley will be the new enrichment coordinator on site. 
○ Principal Geoffroy stated that the LSAT will be putting out a budget survey 

to families, and that it may be possible to include a question about 
aftercare. 

○ Mia said that if anyone hears any feedback about Communikids, to send it 
to her and Claire, because Communikids has requested it.  


