
Hearst Elementary School PTA

Executive Board Meeting Minutes (2/1/23)

● Auction

○ Eric Call (Auction planner) presented to the group about a potential Auction

platform, ClickBid. This platform would make it easier for parents to bid and for

the auction organizers to track purchases.

○ Price would be $1,295, minus a $100 finder’s fee.

○ The group discussed whether there was sufficient WiFi capacity in the gym.

Principal Geoffroy noted that it has been upgraded. Claire Cinque (PTA

co-president) and Ms. Gray (PTA Teacher Representative) suggested that we

could test it at the next basketball game or PTA meeting.

○ Mia Olsen (PTA co-president) said we have not been able to reach Clark Peacock,

the auctioneer from last year, so we have to look for a new auctioneer. The group

decided that an auctioneer is important for the event and that we are comfortable

spending up to $5,000 on an auctioneer.

○ Andrew and Ms. Prince suggested looking for someone in the community.

(Andrew mentioned that for his day care’s auction, a parent did it).

● Next PTA meeting

○ Claire thanked Principal Geoffroy for agreeing to speak at next week’s community

meeting.

○ Eulynn Shiu (PTA vice president) recommended that we solicit questions ahead

of time (although attendees could still ask questions at the meeting itself). She

volunteered to create an online form and review the responses.

○ Mia asked whether the meeting should be hybrid or in-person. Principal Geoffroy

said she would look into the possibility of a hybrid meeting.

○ Andrew Paciorek (PTA bookkeeper) suggested that we put together a detailed

readout. Andrew and Ben Cady (PTA recording secretary) volunteered to handle

this.

● DCPS budget

○ Principal Geoffroy said it’s not clear when we will have more clarity on the DCPS

budget. Claire said that we will discuss the budget at the March PTA meeting.

● Read-a-thon/library idea

○ Eulynn said that Ms. Bourbon told her that some students are not excited about

the book fair because they don’t have money to buy books. Ms. Bourbon asked if

we would consider funding e-wallets for some students indeed.

○ Claire noted that the PTA has funded book fair purchases in the past. We didn’t

do it this year, but we could do it next year. Everyone could receive enough

money to buy one book; that way no one is treated differently.

○ Ms. Prince (PTA Corresponding Secretary) stated that each student used to get

$5, but it may need to be more now because prices have increased. She said books

for older students cost more -- often $8-$10.

● Teachers buying snacks issue
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○ Eulynn noted that one of the fourth-grade teachers buys snacks and breakfast for

students in their class. She asked whether there is some way we can support the

teachers with this, since money for this shouldn’t be coming out of their pockets.

○ Principal Geoffroy noted that breakfast is free for whoever wants it, and even if

they come late, they can still get cereal and milk. Principal Geoffroy said she

would connect with the teacher.

● Merchandise

○ Claire asked whether there are funds for restocking Hearst merchandise. Andrew

noted that we budgeted $2,500 this year and have only spent $1,150.

○ Claire asked what events we could sell shirts at. Ms. Prince said that the musical

and Arts Night might be a good option. Principal Geoffroy suggested basketball

games.

● Aftercare & enrichment

○ Mia noted that there was an incident on Thursday in which a student was

supposed to be picked up from enrichment, but was not there when the parent

came. The student was at the playground and safe, but the parent was concerned

and called 911. The police came and other parents came up to share displeasure

with Flex. The parent was very vocal about wanting to find a new aftercare

provider. She noted that the LSAT survey has questions about aftercare.

○ Principal Geoffroy said this problem arose because Flex did a number count but

not a name check. She said Flex needed to do more to clarify their processes with

their employees, and that they have a new coordinator coming in with more

expertise on ensuring people are where they need to be.

○ Claire suggested tabling the discussion about aftercare until we get the results of

the survey.

● HOOT Force

○ Claire said the HOOT Force is still hoping to hold their event this year. They met

in January and proposed extending the partnership with The Village for another

two years.

● Executive Board (EB)

○ Claire said that we need to start thinking about the elections for EB for next year.

● Printers

○ Diana Suarez (PTA treasurer) said two teachers told her they need color printers.

Principal Geoffroy said that they can send the print jobs to her. Claire said the

PTA may be able to buy another one if needed.
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