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  Hemswell Cliff Parish Council 
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 7 February 2022 in the 
Room of Requirement, Hemswell Cliff Parish Council. 

Present: Councillors Prestwood (Chairman), Hann, Kirman, Pattinson, Richardson and Shaw. 

Parish Clerk H Reek 

Members of the Public – two. 

District Councillor Paul Howitt-Cowan 

Tracey Williams – Hemswell Residents’ Company (HRC) 

Minute 
Number 

Item 

Procedural Items – items not requiring written notice 
 
212/2122 Apologies  

 
Apologies were also received from Shay Towns from West Lindsey District Council 
(WLDC). 
 

213/2122 Declarations of Interest 
 
Councillor Prestwood in accounts. 
 

214/2122 Public Questions 
 
None. 
 

215/2122 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 10 January 2022  
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
That the minutes of the meeting be accepted as a true and proper record. 
 
All actions of the previous meeting had been completed except for: 
 
ST – Organise a meeting about the PSPO. 
 

216/2122 Major Incident 
 
The Chairman began by summarising the major fire with the straw following 
conversations he had had with Lincolnshire Fire and Rescue and the Emergency 
Planning Officer who was on duty on the Saturday. Fortunately, no one was hurt 
or injured. Communication between all the agencies involved in the incident on 
Saturday should be reviewed as some people were being asked to evacuate and 
others had not been notified. The Chairman was informed that only the 
businesses should have been evacuated not residents. Cllr Shaw also mentioned a 
lack of communication if not following social media. Once it appeared that the 
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Lincolnshire Resilience Forum were involved and an emergency declared 
communication improved. 
 
The Chairman had been informed that the fire started with re-ignited wood chip 
which then moved to the straw bales. The Fire Service believed that the existing 
fire breaks would be sufficient but the scale of the high winds on Saturday meant 
that the fire spread to straw bales not being doused. 
 
There were other concerns raised at the meeting about the location of the 
fireworks factory in relation to the fire. Fortunately, because of the time of year 
there was lower stocks of fireworks than at other times of the year. The recent 
approval of Cleantech increasing its outside storage was also raised. 
 
Following a lengthy debate, the following issues were considered and further 
answers would be required: 
 

 Why did it happen and whose fault is it? 
 Inconsistent communications to residents especially on the Saturday 
 At what point did the incident become an emergency 
 Cllrs Prestwood and Richardson were both registered for the LRF alert 

system and received no messages. 
 Wouldn’t Glentworth village hall be more appropriate than Hemswell? 
 The Parish Council had repeatedly raised fire risks to Lincolnshire County 

Council, West Lindsey District Council and the Environment Agency but it 
had had no impact. 

 There appeared to be a lack of accountability between the various 
organisations as to which organisation was responsible and for what? 

 Should the storage of straw be as close to residential areas and it 
appeared that the industrial area was a ‘dumping ground’. 

 Shouldn’t lessons be learnt nationally about the storage and transport of 
straw to power stations? 

  If straw was staying on site Fire and Rescue would need to review the 
volume and location and the other risk mitigating factors such as the 
distance of the fire breaks. 

 The Parish Council would like to be involved in any review. 
 The Parish Council should review the development of a village Emergency 

Plan even if it just had a list of contact details so we can support any 
future emergencies. The Parish Council could utilise its own social media 
to help with communications. 

 Reviewing Lincolnshire County Council’s decision regarding Cleantech. 
 

It was agreed that the Chairman would contact Fire and Rescue and the 
Lincolnshire Resilience Forum in the first instance to find out what reviews were 
being undertaken. Cllr Perraton-Williams had contacted the Chairman and had 
been refused an update from the Lincolnshire Resilience Forum when asked on 
the Saturday. The Parish Council requested that she attend the next meeting. 
 
It was also agreed that letters be sent to the Chief Executives of Lincolnshire 
County Council and West Lindsey District Council; Police, Environment Agency and 
Sir Edward Leigh MP. 
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217/2122 Police, crime and anti-social behaviour update 
 
No report received. 
 

218/2122 Update from Broadcast Engineering Civil Group 
 
Paul Marshall and Dave Hill attended to give an update on progress with the 
restoration of the former Sergeant’s Mess. Hedges had been cut and removed and 
rubbish removed. The Parish Council and HRC noted how the improvements 
looked impressive. 
 
The biggest worry was vandalism. It was agreed that the Group would send some 
information about volunteering to help with the restorations and the Parish 
Council would publish it on its social media. One of the Councillors also suggested 
holding an Open Day. 
 
It was also agreed to hold a meeting with HRC and the Parish Council about the 
street lamps. The Group also offered help for any Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
celebrations that might be held. 
 

219/2122 District and County Councillor update 
 
Cllr Howitt-Cowan had sent an update some time ago. He gave a verbal update at 
the meeting. Global Berry was at pre-application phase and a community event 
would be held in due course. He gave an update on Devolution in Lincolnshire and 
proposal from the Boundary Commission to rename the Gainsborough 
Constituency as West Lindsey. He also gave an update on the refresh of the Local 
Plan which referenced Renewable Energy including wind farms. He suggested that 
the solar farm applications in this ward meant that this ward had contributed to 
those aims. 
 
He had been informed that LCC had met with HRC on site about the flooding. 
 
The Selective Licensing consultation had begun and he had some concerns about 
the lack of notification to landlords. Hemswell Ward was one of the wards 
identified for the scheme and it would only be used for the condition of the 
property not anti-social behaviour so he questioned the value of the scheme 
especially when landlords had to pay costs which may be passed onto tenants.  
 
Cllr Perraton-Williams had been in contact with the Chairman on the following 
issues below: 
 
She had been informed that LRF have decided that they can leave today, but I am 
still awaiting an update. Cllr Prestwood gave me the name of an LFR officer who 
spent most of the email telling me I should contact the district council. I did 
complain that I wasn’t told as it unfolded, which will be rectified.  
 
Cleantech – LCC everyone else was fine with it, and the EA hadn’t brought up any 
issues at the time of application. So the decision was taken to accept the 
application. If there is anything the Parish would like me to do about this, I can 
contact the case officer.  
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Lloyd Place- A site visit was held last week. Shay has informed me that she will 
contact the resident and explain the conversation we had and what LCC are 
thinking about doing.  
 
Footway A631 – the condition of the footway may be included in an asset team 
work programme but was unlikely to be funded from the rural fund. She asked 
whether there was ever a ditch adjacent to the A631 at the back of Canberra 
Crescent. Cllr Kirman confirmed there wasn’t and the soakaways on private land 
were referenced which might make a solution to this problem difficult. 
 
Formal legal notice would be made to Hemswell Court about the hedge. 
 
She also provided an update on the Children’s Centre request about additional 
repairs raised by Cllr Pattinson. 
 
Primary School enrolment: She had spoken to Children’s Services about the Parish 
Council’s concerns. The local birth data indicates that future cohorts in the local 
area provide the opportunity to have sufficient pupil numbers going forward. The 
school are working collaboratively with other schools and have a pre-school on 
site to try and encourage families to apply to the school when they reach 
Reception age. Applications data for the September 2022 intake shows an intake 
in line or better than in previous years. This is a well-regarded school that will 
continue to rely on parental preference for future intakes. They have suggested 
that perhaps the Parish Council may wish to work directly with the school 
regarding future support from their local community in promoting a positive 
perception of the school. 
 
Cllr Richardson added that the Spital in the Street flooding issue was still 
outstanding. 
 

220/2122 WLDC Officers and HRC report 
 
Shay provided a written update prior to the meeting which was read out at the 
meeting. The key issues raised that she was still working on agreeing a date for 
the PSPO delivery. 
 
The Parish Council agreed to remove the shrubbery at the corner of Capper 
Avenue/Bettesworth Road to be removed before the play parks were handed 
over. The hedge at Minden Place Play Park will be removed week commencing 14 
February and local householders facing the park will be informed. The final 
agreement on the spend for wet pour replacement at Minden Place Play Park will 
be agreed on 10 February. 
 
Glendale’s are the new grounds maintenance contracts. New parking barriers will 
be installed on Capper Avenue and Minden Place. 
 
The HRC contract with WLDC ends in March 2023. The Council will consider 
whether to agree to a further five year period in the Spring.  
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Bonfire construction on Buchanan Road is being monitored by CCTV and rubbish 
on Louisberg Road is being followed up. 
 
Tracey added additional bins and dog bins have been installed. 
 

221/2122 Chairman’s remarks 
 

 Stephanie Marwood had circulated the latest Safer Together Newsletter. 
 East Midlands Community Led Housing had sent information on support 

they could offer Parishes. 
 

222/2122 Clerk’s report 
 

 The Clerk would circulate details of the on-line Parish Council events on 1 
March at 6.30pm or 3 March at 1pm if anyone wanted to attend. An 
agenda item on whether to respond would be considered at the next 
meeting. 

 She reported that there were other banks that hadn’t yet charged 
monthly fees. The Parish Council requested to stay with HSBC because 
other banks could introduce charges and the difficulties of even changing 
any contact details. 

 The Grounds Maintenance contract closes on 14 February and would be 
considered at the next meeting. 

 The Notice of Vacancy ends on 10 February. If there were no requests for 
an election, then the co-option policy would be enacted. 

 The LALC newsletter recommended adopting the gov.uk domain. The 
Chairman stated that this had been researched a few years ago and was 
expensive. 

 
223/2122 Update from the Parish Councillors 

 
Cllrs Hann, Kirman and Pattinson 
All matters were considered elsewhere on this agenda. 
 
Cllr Richardson 
If there was bad weather can Cllrs check the nearest grit bin and let him know if 
there are any issues. 
 
Cllr Shaw 
Raised issues for the attention of HRC. 
 

224/2122 Update from the Ball Park Committee 
 
No issues to report. The January meeting had been cancelled and the next 
meeting was scheduled in March. 
 

225/2122 Update from the Allotment Committee 
 
The Clerk was asked to organise a meeting in February. 
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Business Items – Items requiring written notice 
 
226/2122 Finances 

A) Payments for approval 
 
 RESOLVED: 
  
That the following payments be approved: 
 

1) Reimbursement to G. Prestwood for strimmer core string - £11.99 
(including VAT). 

Council to note that the following payments were made between the last meeting 
of Council and this one for contractual or legal reasons, or made through 
delegated powers 

 
1) Salaries for December £342.72 and January £335.22 (January salary added 

to the minutes)  
2) Clerk Tax for December £68.40 and January £84. 
3) Glendale Managed Services Grounds Maintenance for December £164.42 

plus VAT. 
 

B) Budget 2021/22 
 
The budget monitoring report for January 2021/22 (Period 10) was considered.  
Invoices for January would be checked at the next meeting. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
(1) That the budget monitoring report for January (Period 10) be received. 
 
(2) That the Clerk seeks a VAT reimbursement until the end of January 2022 

to maintain cash flow in the current account. 
 

227/2122 Planning applications 
 
No new planning applications were considered at the meeting.  
 

228/2122 Neighbourhood Plan 
 
The draft Plan was circulated prior to the meeting. The Neighbourhood Plan 
Committee was thanked for its hard work. The Clerk added that there were 
accompanying documents that had to be submitted with the Regulation 16 Plan. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
That the Neighbourhood Plan be approved and submitted to West Lindsey District 
Council. 
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229/2122 Play Parks 
 
An updated action plan was circulated prior to the meeting.  Legal Services was 
beginning the searches. 
 

230/2122 Village Signs 
 
Rokit Digital would be sending a draft design to the Parish Council shortly. 
 

231/2122 Platinum Celebrations 
 
It was agreed to meet on 13 March at 9.30am to prepare the ground for tree 
planting. 
 
The Lord Lieutenant of Lincolnshire had written about Big Lunch planned for 5 
June and to encourage street parties.  Check whether the school was organising 
anything. 
 

232/2122 Review of number of Parish Councillors 
 
The Clerk had drafted a report which would be considered at the next meeting. 
 

233/2122 Grant Application 
 
The CAB had submitted a Grant application form for the Parish Council to consider 
awarding a grant of £50 towards its operations for next year. The Parish Council 
confirmed that the application met its criteria. LIVES had circulated a leaflet 
seeking donations and the Clerk to request completion of an application form in 
accordance with our policy. 
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
That the CAB be awarded a grant of £50. 
 

Next Ordinary Meeting – items not requiring written notice 
 
234/2122 Suspension of Standing Orders 

 
Standing Order  was suspended to allow the meeting to finish after 10pm. 
 

235/2122 Actions to be undertaken before the Next Ordinary meeting 
 
ST – Organise the PSPO meeting 
GP – Contact Fire and Rescue and LRD 
GP/HR – Draft letters for LCC, WLDC, EA, MP and Police 
HR – Circulate details of Selective Licensing consultation for Parish Councils 
TW – Inform Shay of the Parish Council agreement to remove shrubbery 
HR – Seek VAT reimbursement 
HR – Submit the Neighbourhood Plan to WLDC and chase outstanding documents 
from Open Plan 



 Hemswell Cliff Parish Council - Minutes 8 

Minutes Verification. Signature: ………………….. Date: ………………….. 
 

ALL – Meet on Sunday 13 March at 9.30am to prepare the ground for tree 
planting 
HR – Pay CAB £50 grant and request application form for Lives. 
HR – Organise an Allotments Committee. 
 

236/2122 Items for Inclusion on the next Ordinary Meeting Agenda 
 

 Platinum Celebrations 
 Review of number of Parish Councillors 
 Grounds Maintenance contract 2022/23 
 Selective Licensing 
 Payroll contract 
 Co-option 
 Major Incident  

 
237/2122 Date and time of the next Ordinary Meeting 

 
The date and time of the Ordinary Parish Council meeting was confirmed as 
Monday 7 March 2022, starting at 7:30pm in the Room of Requirement at the 
School. 
 

Meeting started at 7.30pm and closed at 10.06 pm 

Document published on:  

Signed:  …………………………………………….. 

Print Name:  …………………………………………….. 

Date:   …………………………………………….. 


