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To:  Parish/Town Clerks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Clerk 
 
REQUEST TO ADOPT A NEW MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT  
 
Back in 2018 the Government’s Committee for Standards in Public Life (CSPL) undertook a 
review of local government ethical standards and in 2019 published its report and findings. 
 
The CSPL made a series of recommendations to the Government for legislative changes to be 
made as well as a series of best practice recommendations for local authorities, considered as 
a benchmark of good ethical practice. 
 
The Government was expected to respond to the report in September 2019 setting out whether 
or not it accepted some or all of the recommendations. A full response is still awaited. 
 
However, one recommendation which did progress, was the recommendation that the Local 
Government Association should create an updated model code in consultation with 
representative bodies of Councillors and Officers across all tiers of local government. 
 
Throughout the summer of 2020 national consultation was undertaken and this was something 
West Lindsey District Council actively engaged with and promoted, with the final draft Code 
approved by the LGA Board in December 2020 and launched at a series of events in January 
2021. 
 
The LGA Model Code and Supporting Guidance was presented to our Full Council Meeting in 
November 2021, where District Council Members agreed to adopt and abide by the revised 
Code.  

The Report considered by that Council meeting can be viewed here https://democracy.west-
lindsey.gov.uk/documents/s26815/Adoption%20of%20a%20New%20Code%20of%20Condu
ct%20for%20Members.pdf and has a number of links to previous reports, outlining the rationale 
for change, the benefits and the way the Code has been developed.  
 
Council at their Meeting in November also recommended that the Monitoring Officer undertake 
communication with all Parish Councils with a view to them also adopting the LGA Model Code 
as their Parish’s Code of Conduct. 
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The purpose of my letter is therefore to ask all Parish Council’s to pass a formal 
resolution to adopt an amended code in favour of moving to the LGA Model Code. 
 
The National Association of Local Councils (NALC), if it hasn’t already, will be withdrawing its 
current Model Code, and promoting the LGA Model (West Lindsey Code) as the Standard by 
which to work to.  
 
We are asking that all Parishes particularly those currently on the Old West Lindsey 
Code, or the model NALC Code to resolve to adopt the revised Code and its 
supporting Guidance by not later than the end of June 2022. 
 
A copy of the Code and the Guidance now adopted by West Lindsey is attached for your use  
 
We fully appreciate that there are a few Parishes across the District, which decided to adopted 
their own Codes (not NALC or WLDC) and whilst so long as these are in-line with the Nolan 
Principles this is legal, we would strongly us all to be working to the same standards of 
behaviour.  
 
Whilst moving to the new Model Code of Conduct is not a mandatory requirement, and 
arguably it places very few additional requirements on any Parish Council Members, who 
adopted the West Lindsey Code, due to the significant revisions agreed in 2018, a national 
single code for all elected members, with clear wording and additional guidance, working 
examples and explanatory text is something the District Council believe should be welcomed. 
 
A reasonable, clear, national standard for all can only be seen as an improvement.  
 
Further benefits of adopting the LGA Code are:_  

 Greater consistency of approach to standards cases  
 Potential for higher standards of conduct  
 Addresses specific areas of concern raised through the consultation  
 Reduces levels of complexity around particular issues  
 Introduces more robust safeguards needed to strengthen a locally determined system  
 Importantly recognises that Councillors should be able to undertake their role without 
being intimidated, abused, bullied or threatened by anyone including the general public.  

 
This guidance will provide both those subject to the Code and those charged with assessing 
complaints made under Code, with clear expectations and a commonly understood 
interpretation; something it is considered has not been provided since the introduction of the 
Localism Act. 
 
On adoption of a new Code, Parishes will need to advise the Monitoring Officer of the date on 
which your Council passed such a resolution.  
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Furthermore, on adoption of a new Code each of your Parish Councillors will also need to sign 
an “undertaking to abide by the Code of Conduct” and again these need to be returned 
to the Monitoring Officer.  The relevant form is attached.  
 
Once your Parish Council has passed a resolution, notifications and the undertakings referred 
to above should be returned to MonitoringOfficer@west-lindsey.gov.uk  
 
I appreciate there is a lot information contained within this letter and will therefore be holding a 
number of drop-in sessions, where Councillors / Parish Clerks can come along and ask any 
questions.  
 
There will be three MS Team sessions, limited to 40 places on each, held on the following 
dates, lasting for no longer than an hour and commencing at 6.30pm : -  
 
31 March  
5 April  
6 April  
 
I must stress that for those of you already on the West Lindsey “Old” Code – the changes are 
minimal.  
 
To register your interest in attending please e-mail committeeadmin@west-lindsey.gov.uk 
providing the names of those wishing to book a place, the parish they represent and an e-mail 
address for the electronic invite to be sent to. 
 
Alternatively if you feel comfortable to proceed as a Council, please schedule an agenda item 
and an upcoming Council meeting to adopt the New Code and let us know as when you have 
done that.  
 
Look forward to seeing you and/or hearing from you regarding your adoptions.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Emma Redwood  
Monitoring Officer  
 
 
encs 


