
Hillsborough County Republican Party 

Bill Carlson’s Questionnaire for Tampa City Council, District 4 

 

1. Besides transportation, name the 3 largest problems to be solve in your district? 

What ideas do you have to solves these problems? 

 

• Pedestrian safety.  We need to repair and build sidewalks where needed,  

add more crosswalks with flashing lights, and create more pedestrian friendly 

areas among other potential fixes. Additionally, we need to highlight 

pedestrian areas in and around schools. 

 

• Stop Speeding. We have an issue with speeding throughout our 

neighborhoods and main streets. We can reduce speeding by improving road 

markings, adding more stop signs and stop lights, and considering the use of 

modern roundabouts. In some cases, we should reduce the maximum speed 

and increase enforcement.  We need to support Representative Jackie 

Toledo’s legislation to make “distracted driving” a primary offense into law. 

 

• Planning. It’s important we create a better relationship between developers 

and neighborhoods. Ultimately, we need to partner with each neighborhood 

to create vision for their neighborhood, so they have control over their own 

fate and can brief developers on their expectations.  We need to more 

carefully identify commercial areas in relation to neighborhoods. 

 

2. What are your views of the currant city CRAs? Should some be ended? Should 

some be added? 

CRAs need to be managed better. The City takes exorbitant management fees from the 

CRAs which should be stopped. Technically, City Council should control CRAs but in 

reality they are under Mayor’s control. 

If an area has been developed if possible we should remove the CRA because it’s unfair 

to the tax payers in the rest of the city.  

 

In all cases, we should be more careful in the use of the money. We want to ensure the 

money is used wisely and for the benefit of our residents. 

 

3. What city revenue stream would you like to see utilized to update and expand the 

city streetcar? 

 

The city streetcar can be updated and expanded with revenue from the new All for 

Transportation funds. We should not use short term grants or non-renewing funds to 

subsidize operating expenses that don’t serve the residents of our community. 

 



4. What role if any should faith-based organizations be utilized to help solve 

problems in the city? Please give an example.   

 

I’ve worked extensively with Salvation Army, other faith based organizations, and my 

church (Hyde Park United Methodist) on homelessness issues.  There is a larger role for 

faith based organizations to assist in serving those in need and complementing tax 

funded efforts in their service. 

 

 

5. Are you for or against the tearing down of I-275 to ground level and making it a 

boulevard? Explain your answer? 

 

There has not been an objective study to prove whether or not this is a good idea. We 

need alternatives to I-275 because of the heavy congestion. We should build consensus 

over the next couple of years on alternative solutions. We also need objective data not 

biased to any entity invested in the outcome. 

 

 

6. How do you plan to communicate with the people in your district about issues you 

think they should know and to hear their concerns? 

 

The City does not effectively communicate with residents. This is one of the reasons why 

there are so many conflicts between the City, neighborhoods, and developers. A perfect 

example of that is Bay to Bay. The City’s communication department must work on 

behalf of the City and the residents by fully informing the public about what’s going on. 

 

I would continue to work on a grassroots basis to communicate consistently. I already 

run a weekly forum, Café con Tampa, that brings neighborhood leaders from across the 

city together to discuss issues. Through this forum, I will continue to have dialogue with 

the public and get feedback from them.  In our commitment to diversity of age and 

thought, Young Republicans and Young Democrats receive free admission to Café con 

Tampa. 

 

 

7. What are your concerns for taxes and the financial future of the citizens of 

Tampa?  

 

Over the past 8 years we have had fiscal recklessness. We have overspent on vanity 

projects instead of maintaining our infrastructure and paying for other basic amenities 

our residents need. Instead of paying off balloon payments from 20 years ago, the City 

paid for a vanity project on the west bank including a 12 million dollar boat house. This 

decision left us vulnerable to possible financial short falls over next 2-3 years. 

Voters raised taxes for transportation and education. The City raised Ad Valorem taxes 

and storm water fees. I see no reason to raise taxes other than to pay for the fiscal 

decision made over the last 8 years.  Additionally, we need to rebuild our general fund 

revenues to prepare for potential downtown in the economy. 


