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1. How will your administration inform Tampa city council of the City’s long-term 

debt to avoid unexpected payment requirements? Should there be a written policy 

to the effect of requiring a separate disclosure of long-term debt payments yearly? 

 
Yes, I will keep city council informed of all debts whether short term or long term so 
they can make informed decisions. 
 
I think yearly disclosures are a good idea but they are insufficient. We should be making 
quarterly or monthly disclosures so they can always be updated. 

 

2. Looking at the city’s CAFR do you anticipate any property tax increases? Where 

are the greatest financial risks to city over the next 4 years? 
 

I do not anticipate any property tax increases because there are places inside the budget 
currently that we can recover financial losses from. 

The greatest financial risks to the city are twofold: First, a combination of failing infrastructure 
and the lack of coordination between our water, waste, and roadways employees. Right now, 
there are situations when we repave a road and just 6 months later we have to fix the water 
pipes and have to redo the entire road. Our lack of robust IT infrastructure systems is another 
cause for this. The second risk is the possibility of class action lawsuits from city workers who 
feel they are being treated unfairly and are subject to unsafe work environments. An example of 
this is the situation with fire employee Tanja Vidovic. That lawsuit cost our city so much money 
and we still have not seen any actions to fix those issues. 

 

3. What revenue streams do you anticipate using in paying for the update to and 

expansion of the streetcar system? 
 
The All For Transportation initiative has provided us with money that can be spent directly on 
improving our transit systems. I will use some of this money for the updating and expansion of 
the streetcar system. And then, I will go the county and request them to match our investments. 
After that, I will approach the state to match the city and county investments giving us a 4:1 
benefit ratio making sure we stretch each dollar as far as it can go. 
 
I have found a state of the art technology that can build better 
roads for the city at a lower cost. By purchasing this equipment, we can build 
roads for the city that are owned by FDOT like Tampa St or Florida, the ones 
that the streetcar runs on, and look for state and federal grants to help with 
this.  See the answer below regarding MacRebur. 

 

 

4. Besides transportation, please name what you feel is the most important problem 

you plan to address in each of the following areas (neighborhoods); 

 

a. East Tampa/Ybor: Gentrification 

b. Downtown/ Channelside: Affordable Housing 



c. West Tampa: Historical Preservation 

d. South Tampa: Flooding 

e. North Tampa: Preventing development of Babe Zaharias Golf Course 

f. New Tampa: Smart Development  

      

    How will you address the above stated problems? 

 
a. Increasing the number of municipal contracts to minority owned businesses.  Currently 

we are only offering 2% of these contracts to minorities.   
 

b. We need to update our zoning codes and modify our building codes to reflect transit-
oriented development.  Part of this update will be to increase density limits but in 
exchange for affordable, accessible, and workforce housing.  

 
c. Hire additional grant writers for the city whose job is to find federal dollars currently 

going to other cities and redirecting those grants toward Tampa.  We currently have 1 
grant writer for the entire city.  This means we are not able to keep up with the available 
federal and state tax dollars.  The money is going to go somewhere, it might as well go to 
Tampa.  

 
d. I’ve committed to planting an additional 100,000 trees in the most flood prone areas of 

our city. Each adult tree can retain up to 100 gallons of rainwater drastically slowing down 
the speed by which the water hits the soil, giving it time to absorb the water in an 
efficient manner.  In addition, I will focus on installing water retention vaults in areas that 
don’t have enough green space to accommodate trees.  These strategies are laid out in 
my Green City Plan.  

 

e. This is a relatively simple solution, and popular with the local neighborhoods.  It currently 
isn’t under threat but there is a perception in the public that it’s eminent because they 
see all the development happening nearby and assume it will eventually hit the park.  As 
Mayor, I have control over what we decide to sell, and this property will not be available. 

 

f. Our impact fees are among the lowest in the state.  When developers want to increase 
our suburban populations by adding additional neighborhoods, but the impact fees can’t 
offset the cost of developing transit to accommodate the additional homes, they are not 
being good stewards of our city.  When our population grows, so to must the resources 
surrounding those neighborhoods or we create bottlenecks and increase drive times to 
and from work lowering the overall quality of life standard.   

 

5. How will your administration use Faith-based groups for helping solve problems in 

Tampa? 
 

Faith Based organizations fall under neighborhood empowerment.  The gap between what a city 
wants to do and what they can afford to do is filled by active citizens who want to contribute 
and non profit organizations, many of which are faith based can be some of the most effective 
ways for active citizens to participate in the process without going rogue.  Here’s one example: 

We all can acknowledge we have a homelessness situation which is getting out of hand.  When 
individuals drive their cars up to the park, and feed homeless people it may make that individual 



feel good, but they do little to actually solve the homelessness problem, and in some cases 
create a public health problem and increased littering.  A better solution would be for that 
individual to volunteer at the Salvation Army and empower the SA to provide meals along with 
support mechanisms to help the individuals who are homeless to get the help that they need.  In 
my 4 step process to help end homelessness, phase 3 is called the “Homeless Not Helpless” 
campaign where we educate good hearted people about the unintended negative consequences 
of having a kind heart and giving to the homeless without any support to follow.   

 

 

6. Can you describe one new innovative program you would I to implement in the city 

while you are mayor which will lower city expenses for the taxpayer? 
 

MacRebur is a technology invented in Scotland that can use waste plastics from our landfills and 
our oceans to build roads made from repurposed plastic.  They have the same look and feel as 
normal roads but they can be produced for half the cost and they last 60% longer than 
traditional roads.  This will produce savings of $5 Million per year to the budget and create jobs 
and add a revenue stream for the city because one machine can produce enough bitumen to 
pave the entire state.  We will be able to sell the materials to county and state road programs, 
while providing reliable income streams for non-profit organizations that clean up the waste 
from our landfills and oceans. 

 

 

7. Are you in favor of the city providing healthcare benefits to retired city policemen, 

firemen and city workers until they are 65 years old? 
 

Yes. Until we know what it’s like to kiss our loved ones goodbye as we go off to work and not 
know if we will ever see them again, I think we should provide them the best services in their life 
knowing that they risk their lives every single day.   One could argue city workers don’t put their 
lives on the lines like fire and police do, but when natural disaster hits, the first people on the 
streets even before the police and rescue are solid waste with their cherry pickers cleaning the 
roads for those police and rescue to drive on.  Many times, these city workers work intensely 
long hours and put themselves in harm’s way to keep the city going during these unfortunate 
times.  All city workers are public servants.  We owe it to them to make sure they have a good 
life after dedicating theirs to making ours more enjoyable.  

And in order to offset the current financial losses we are facing with respect to healthcare, I 
have publicly announced my solution. Currently, we have 2 facilities in the south whereas most 
of our city employees live in the north. By building a new facility in the area that most of our 
employees live in, we can actually recuperate our losses. 


