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2019 Tampa City Council Districts 4,5,6,7 Questionnaire 

 

1. Besides transportation, name the 3 largest problems to be solve in your district? What ideas 

do you have to solves these problems? 

Thank you to the Hillsborough County Republican Party for your questions. 

If I were fortunate enough to be re-elected to another term, my top 3 priorities (outside directly 
of transportation) would be as follows. 

Turning to our Neighborhoods: First, I would continue the priority of advocating for our 
ignored neighborhoods in District 7 and throughout our City.  While I have strongly supported 
downtown development (as no modern City can ignore its downtown core) I applaud the trend 
towards more attention given to our neighborhood needs.  And as the Councilman for District 7, this 

means taking on tasks like completing the New Tampa and Forest Hills Recreation Center expansions 
and investments; making all of our parks Autism, Sensory and disability friendly (including creating 
the New Tampa Autism Friendly Park, for which design was approved last year); defending our green 

spaces from reckless development, including the Babe Zaharias Golf Course; securing our stormwater 

needs; creating robust neighborhood civic organizations in ignored areas like East Forest Hills, 
Sulphur Springs and other areas; and making sure that our public safety needs are top priority (and 
this is relevant for New Tampa, with the worst response times in the City, the Busch-Fowler area and 
of course U.S.F. itself).  As part of this, I would push for a sensible agenda on development that 

respects our neighborhoods - where we balance development with our infrastructure outlays (an 
issue I highlighted in the recent K-Bar Ranch development in 2018).  This is true for all of our City - 
our neighborhoods need attention and the time is now.   

U.S.F./Fowler/Busch Areas: Second is  a comprehensive agenda, which I have pushed for in my 
two years on Council and MPO, for the University of South Florida area, including Busch Blvd., Fowler 
Ave., etc.  This is a large, encompassing agenda which includes utilizing All for Transportation (AFT) 

and other dollars for a mass transit connector between U.S.F. and downtown Tampa; implementing 
comprehensive design reform and safe streets for Fowler and neglected Busch Blvd.; developing 
walkable communities; investing in HART through ; building on the relationships between business, 
technological, educational and medical stakeholders in the area; and showing the promise and 
potential of this vast, untapped area.  While the present Administration has opposed a C.R.A. for this 
area, I would push for this with a new Administration.  Though the City still has fiscal challenges, well 
tailored coalition investments would make dramatic improvements in this area.   

Tampa Values: We need to continue to stand behind the idea that no matter your political 

affiliation, no matter your race, religious affiliation, etc., that you belong.  To me, this is an ideal that 

reflects our best aspirational American values.  And in this present age, we need to fight for this ideal.   

We are a City that promotes tolerance and partnerships, not divisions.  And this includes partnerships 

between Republican Tampanians and Democratic Tampanians, by the way.   

2. What are your views of the currant city CRAs? Should some be ended? Should some be 

added? 



I support CRA’s and support continuing our present CRA’s.  I support also having a CRA for the 

University of South Florida area.  I campaigned on this in 2016 and continue to support this.   

3. What city revenue stream would you like to see utilized to update and expand the city 

streetcar? 

I do support an expansion of the Tampa streetcar.  This is a good step in expanding the streetcar as 
more than a tourist attraction and make it a real tool to be used by people who work, live and play 
downtown.  Again, the goal of a viable and independent downtown is one I strongly support, and this 
is a good step in that regard.  Revenue from AFT dollars could potentially see this extend to Tampa 
Heights and beyond.   

4. What role if any should faith-based organizations be utilized to help solve problems in the 

city? 

Please give an example.   

I was raised in Church and know first hand the value of the faith community.  My oldest brother is 

developmentally disabled and lives in a group home run by Southern Baptists.  I am a Catholic who 

has used my Church’s ministries throughout my life.  Faith is a partner that has enhanced our society, 

as it has enhanced my own life. 

I do believe that the public sector can, as it does now, partner with the faith community in a way that 

does not offend Jefferson’s Wall of Separation.  We can do this with the homeless and poverty.  We 

can utilize the efforts of the faith community in community policing.  We can use the faith community 

in standing for the Tampa Values we care about – inclusion, tolerance and justice.  We can use the 

faith community on a topic pivotal to my heart – Autism Awareness and awareness for those with 

special needs.  We are working on making Tampa an Autism Friendly City.  Churches – often 

evangelical churches – are on the forefront of special needs ministries.  Should I be re-elected, I hope 

to have a special needs “fair” at USF and will get help from our friends in the faith community. 

Thus, I see a partnership that exists now and can continue to exist.  I of course support the separation 

of church and state, and public dollars should not go to promote a sectarian agenda.  But we can have 

partnerships that promote the greater good. 

5. Are you for or against the tearing down of I-275 to ground level and making it a boulevard? 

Explain your answer? 

I heard about this in Tampa City Council and on the MPO.  I want to continue to study this.  All for 

Transportation will give our area about $300 million in additional transportation funds.  I 
was proud to not only vote for AFT, but endorse it publicly and aggressively, and I did so 
because of the distinct benefit it would have to my District and constituents.  We better 
linking communities, and making transportation options more affordable and diverse, we 
can improve many differing options for Tampanians.  We can look into this option and 

further study it.   

This is part of a larger agenda of options for us.  I strongly support a transit connection 
between downtown, the airport and USF.  Such a move could do what transit is supposed to 
do – invigorate areas with economic development.  This could ring true not only for USF, but 



also areas like Nebraska Avenue and other surrounding areas.  I support this as a transit 
connector, be it light rail or CSX tracks.  Both connections (between downtown and USF and 
then between downtown and the airport) are pivotal to economic development .  This must 
be a priority in our present transportation plans, as it will go miles and miles in promoting 
the economic development in an underserved area with such tremendous potential – the USF 

area.   

6. How do you plan to communicate with the people in your district about issues you think they 

should know and to hear their concerns? 

In my two years on Tampa City Council, I have been proud to make partnerships with my constituents 

on many issues, from veterans in the Warrior Games to the New Tampa Council to the Forest Hills 

Council, etc. 

But the number one way I communicate is the old fashioned way – in person.  I have held 12 Town 

Halls throughout my two years here and I plan to continue this tradition.  I am an accessible public 

official.  And I am accessible to all of my constituents and work with everyone – two of my town halls 

were with Republican elected officials.  I am proud to reach across the aisle for the greater good. 

I am proud to have strong bi-partisan support in my District for re-election.  I work with Republicans 

and Democrats to improve my District – the way it should be.   

7. What are your concerns for taxes and the financial future of the citizens of Tampa?  

We raised stormwater taxes in 2016.  We raised the millage rate in 2017.  This past year we raised the 

sales tax.  We need to be careful on higher taxes.  Higher taxes are a last option for the financial future 

of our City.  Though revenue pays for pivotal priorities, we need to have a balance between this and the 

negative effects of higher taxation.  Higher taxes are a last option for me.   

2/3 of our day to day budget is in public safety.  Thus, it is pivotal that we invest properly in our City and 

know that we can not cut our budget to death.  We need a careful balance, with respect towards 

taxpayers. 


