
Questions for the Tampa City Council single member district candidates (DIstricts 4-7) 
 

1. Besides transportation, name the 3 largest problems to be solved in your district? 
What ideas do you have to solve these problems? 

 
           The three largest problems to be solved in District 7 are as follows:  
 

1. The implementation of the CRA for the North Tampa Community that would encompass 
parts of District 5 (Sulphur Springs). Boundary would begin north of Hillsborough River 
(Nebraska Ave) to travel northernmost boundary of Fowler ave where the city and county 
meet. The southernmost boundary would travel along river to Rowlett Park Dr to 22nd St 
to E Riverhills Dr. to 30th Street (will not include Busch Gardens, Adventure Island or 
any commercial/residential property between 30th St. and McKinley Dr.-Tampa Industrial 
Park) north to Fowler Ave and extend east along Busch Blvd and resume at 42nd St 
north to Whiteway Dr. (will not include commercial properties between McKinley Dr and 
52rd St.) to 52nd St and north to Fowler Ave (inclusive of Terrace Park). The west 
boundary would extend east of I-275 from river to Fowler Ave.  

2. Line item allocated funding to development or reignite both the North Tampa Community 
and Terrace Park neighborhood civic and public safety association(s). 

3. The request and implementation for “The Babe” Zaharias Golf Course to receive a 
historic preservation. This will protect it from future development and conserve the 
history of this landmark for future generations within the neighborhood of North Forest 
Hills and the City of Tampa.  

  
All of the above issues I am committed to accomplishing in my first 100 days as 
councilman for District 7. You have my pledge of support to work with whomever our 
next Mayor (Mr. or Mrs.) to advocate on behalf of every community within District 7 and 
the City of Tampa. Equity in governance is more attainable for all of our residents and 
business owners when we align our commonalities and move past our differences. I 
would also seek advice from from the Hillsborough County Republican Party regarding 
any issues that may arise with our next municipal administration. Please review our Plan 
to Empower District 7 in detail at voterobinson.com/our-plan.  

 
2. What are your views of the current city CRAs? Should some be ended? Should 

some be added?  
 

Presently the City of Tampa has a total of eight (8) CRAs (Community Redevelopment  
Areas) throughout our locale. West Tampa CRA being our most recent inductee, as  
a board member of the West Tampa CDC along side several current city-wide 
candidates I lobbied in favor of this area receiving this designation. As a youth and 
young adult I grew up this area so I guess I had a vested interest in its inception. As for 
ending CRAs, presently I’m the only candidate that’s in favor of sunsetting both the  
Downtown and Channel District CRA by 2023 to increase our city general revenue.  



Sunsetting both over the next 4 years would place our city in a better position to repay its 
debts and lower the amounts that more affluent neighborhoods with higher property 
values like New Tampa and Westshore currently pays into our general revenue. Adding 
a North Tampa CRA would be my number one priority, coupled with the federal 
opportunity zones we could ultimately create an economic corridor between North 
Tampa (inc. Sulphur Springs) and the redevelopment of University Mall and USF 
Campus. This would benefit both small and large business owners, create jobs and 
hopefully empower residents to be more engaged in the betterment of our communities 
by restoring hope and pride in an area that has been overlooked for nearly two decades.  
 

3. What city revenue stream would you like to see utilized to update and expand the 
city streetcar? 

 
I’m assuming this question is in reference to the TECO trolley not the pie in the sky idea  
of autonomous vehicles. First, let me say it’s going to be quite difficult to ask our  
neighbors not to drive their vehicles; regardless of what type of mass transit plan we 
implement in the future. To be honest with you the seven proposals I’ve read are in need 
of more work. The current funding aspect between FDOT and the City of Tampa would 
be my recommendation and possibly grants from our Federal government as a potential 
source of funding also. This is painstaking work and as your next councilman for District 
7 I will support best plan that works for all of our residents and fiscally sound.  
 

4. What role if any should faith-based organizations be utilized to help solve 
problems in the city? Please give an example.  
 
Faith based organizations can play a pivotal role in addressing problems within our city. 
I’ve earned a Masters in Divinity and Ministerial Studies and I’ve worked with and 
alongside HOPE, a multi-issue, grassroots, community organization consisting of 24 
multicultural and interfaith member congregations throughout Hillsborough County. 
Together we were able to encourage both our City and County to Ban the Box, this 
ordinance removed the question from applications regarding criminal arrest and 
convictions. This is a measure that can be expanded even further and when elected I will 
support and advocate for its expansion to employee those in our locale with background 
challenges. My spouse works for Metropolitan Ministries that assist the chronically 
homeless population in our area. I would continue to draw support and advice from both 
to address the issues that they have championed over the years here in our beloved city 
and form a working relationship on the same.  
 
 
 

5. Are you for or against the tearing down of I-275 to ground level and making it a 
boulevard? 
Explain your answer? 



 
No, I do not support the demolition of I-275 to make it a boulevard. This would change 
the aesthetics of the neighborhoods that I-275 presently passes through. We would also 
lose many of the historic communities that neighbor the interstate to the east and west. 
Furthermore, this idea sounds quite expensive and may cause congestion for multiple 
years if constructed. 
 

6. How do you plan to communicate with the people in your district about issues you 
think they should know and to hear their concerns?  
 
As your next councilman I would have an open door policy, every constituent will have  
access to myself and or staff via email or phone. I would also meet, greet and discuss 
the concerns of every community within District 7 by hosting quarterly town halls at our 
local parks and community centers. Unfortunately, two of District 7 oldest neighborhoods 
are without an active civic association (North Tampa and Terrace Park).  

 
7. What are your concerns for taxes and the financial future of the citizens of 

Tampa?  
 

If we sunset the CRAs in Downtown and the Channel District that would assist us in 
securing a better financial future. I do not support raising taxes or fees for services in our 
locale, especially with the transit tax and school tax only being 2 months old. Since 
voters made their voices heard on the ballot I don’t believe we can afford to do so 
presently. With the possibility of a recession looming in the next two years we have to 
practice fiscal constraint, methodical budgeting and equitable governance.  
 






