
Hillsborough County Republican Party 

Tampa Council City-Wide Districts 1,2 &3 Candidates Questionnaire 

 

1. Besides transportation, please name what you feel is the most important problem to address 
in each of the following areas (neighborhoods); 
 
Every neighborhood in Tampa faces distinct and unique challenges that go deeper than 
geographical locations. For example, what the South of Gandy communities see as an issue is 
not the same as Virginia Park residents. Therefore, it is difficult to clump them all in one 
category as “South Tampa”. The biggest challenges our entire city will experience other than 
transportation are poor infrastructure, rapid growth, and development. There is no single 
solution to any of the complex problems we face but we cannot continue doing things as we 
have done in the past.  
 
I believe City Council is the voice of the community and is there to ensure that safe 
environments and opportunities exist for residents to live happy and productive lives. My focus 
or investments as I call them are Family, Home, and Business. By making these three values 
stronger we can continue to move our city in the right direction.  
 
Family- We need to get brilliant at the basics.  By focusing on basic infrastructure needs like 
sidewalks, crosswalks, police patrols, traffic controls, roads, and street lights we can overcome 
some of our most problematic issues. All residents have the right to be safe in their 
neighborhoods.  If we accomplish the fundamental goals we can then focus on larger scale 
problems that we will face.  
Home- Your home is one of the biggest investment you will ever make. Our city is at a pivotal 
moment whereby we need to address complex infrastructure issues.  Without this focus, we will 
face an issue the magnitude of which resembles our transportation problem. We need to begin 
to look at new technologies that can help Tampa become more efficient and sustainable for our 
continuous growth. I believe it is important for the next City Council to start laying the 
foundation to transform our city with smart design and development. This is to include the use 
of sensory technologies and working with developers to ensure impact fees are distributed back 
into the immediate community. One of the biggest concerns to all of our homes is flooding. The 
city has begun a rework of the storm drains but there is much work left to be done.  
Business- Your business is the foundation for securing your other two investments. We need to 
ensure residents of Tampa can properly get to work and receive clients. The focus must be on 
transportation and partnerships. Government is good at many things but transportation is not 
one of them. If we begin to embrace public-public and public private partnerships, we can 
continue to move the city forward toward prosperity.  Allowing the private sector to tackle 
some of our hardest challenges will benefit our communities and help maintain a healthy job 
market.  
 
 
 



a. East Tampa/Ybor 
Crime and Pedestrian Safety – Keeping in mind the three investments of Family, Home and 
Business, we can address these two concerns. With crime the focus should be on police 
patrolling and more street lights. This can be taken further by using sensory technologies 
such as the “Shots Fired” application. The sensor is able to detect the frequency of gun fire 
and directly notifies 911 dispatch. There are other applications that can be used but the 
most important action that can be taken is police visibility. Crimes in this area tend to be 
theft, robbery, and burglary. Ensuring a safe community will open the door for economic 
and balanced residential growth.  
With a focus on pedestrian safety it is important that sidewalks are completed and 
crosswalks give enough time for residents to cross major intersections. This is to include 
traffic controls and flashing notifications when individuals are crossing streets as well as 
larger curbed platforms at the traffic light.   

One of the biggest concerns to this area is the TBNEXT project being presented by FDOT. 
Although this falls outside the authority of City Council it is important to arrive at a suitable 
conclusion to help the city handle growth and maintain the neighborhood’s integrity and 
identity.  

b. Downtown/Channelside 
Housing- We are seeing resurgence of growth in our downtown and I fear we are quickly 
pricing out our native Tampanians. The first step towards creating attainable housing starts 
with doing away with parking minimums which are burdens that get passed from developers 
to residents. Next, it is important to offer inclusionary zoning opportunities to developers 
that afford residents of low to moderate income the opportunity to dwell in the same 
structures of “at market” rate units. The ultimate goal would be to unlock land that is 
currently being undeveloped and then build sound transportation infrastructure around 
them to help residents get to their places of employment.   
 

c. West Tampa 
Pedestrian Safety and Development- As we continue to grow and redevelop neighborhoods 
we need to keep safety in mind. Going back to the basics of completed sidewalks and 
covering storm drainage ditches, crossing walks, and street lights we can safeguard the 
community. One of largest problems this area is currently facing is redevelopment. Like 
many neighborhoods in Tampa they are being challenged with growth that causes a sense of 
loss of identity and culture. Several areas throughout the city are experiencing lot splitting 
and tower condominium developments. There needs to be balance and incremental 
changes so neighborhoods do not experience radical transformations all at once.  
West Tampa is also facing challenges with TBNEXT. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
d. South Tampa 

Flooding and Safety- The city has taken the right steps to address our flooding issues but 
there is still much that needs to be done. Tampa is currently working on a $250 million 
project to put vats under major intersections and streets that will act as holding tanks for 
overflow until it is safe to flush the water out. I believe we need to continue concerted 
efforts to replacing our 60 year old piping infrastructure incorporating new methods of 
engineering.  We need to make certain our storm drains are in proper order and maintained. 
We are vulnerable to flash flooding and hurricanes which have a direct effect on our 
economic development.  
Many of the streets in South Tampa are poorly lit and with traffic congestion and 
construction.  Many residents are finding their streets are now becoming “throughways”. 
Traffic controls and better street lighting will help create a safe environment for school 
children and residents in areas where we are experiencing high rates of development and 
increased density.  
 

e. North Tampa-  
Safety and Redevelopment- The University of South Florida and Busch Gardens are two 
valuable assets that are economic drivers for the City. I would like to concentrate on making 
the area safer for visitors and residents and redevelop the University Mall. I believe by 
addressing crime and homelessness we will be able to foster an environment whereby those 
neighborhoods will be able to transform.  
I also believe we must preserve historical sites such as Babe Zaharias Golf Course which 
gives the Forest Hills community a gathering place to exchange ideas and stay involved.  
 

f. New Tampa 
First Responders- As a product of New Tampa and a graduate of Paul R Wharton High 
School (Class of 2000) I have watched this area explode over the last 30 years. Beyond 
transportation, I would believe emergency response times are of concern to New Tampa 
residents. The City is not allocating appropriate first responder resources in relation to the 
geographical size of the area. I would like to see an increase of coverage to ensure faster 
response times to the residents of New Tampa.   
 

How will you address the above stated problem? See above  

 

 

 

 

 

 



2. Give one innovative program you would like to see implemented in the city to decrease 
expenses on the taxpayer? 

I am a firm believer that the future of governance will look much different than it does today. 
Government cannot keep up with the private sector and we are already beginning to see the 
emergence of what I call The Technological Transportation Revolution. The benefits and 
opportunities that Uber, Lyft, Coast Bikes, Downtowner, and Byrd Scooters are affording our 
residents in transportation options is proving to be pivotal. I would like the City to look at 
creating a public-private partnership with HART. With the AFT money the first thing that should 
be done is clean up the bus stops and provide benches and covers at every location. From there 
we modernize the fleet of buses and then work out a partnership with a private company. I see 
this as being an opportunity to free up money which can then be spent on appropriate 
infrastructure projects. I envision HART consisting of a board much like it currently has which 
would control the routes and the various stops.  This ensures those neighborhoods that are 
dependent on HART are still provided the services needed; however, a private company would 
be responsible for all the hardware and employees.   

3. Looking at the financial burden and the city CAFR where do you anticipate to greatest financial 
risks to the city in the next 4 years? 
Our aging infrastructure is our greatest financial risk for the foreseeable future. It has the 
potential to stagnate our economic development and growth. The focus of the next 
administration and City Council should be on replacing and modernizing storm drains and 
roadways instead of trying to apply a patch work of solutions to problems as they arise. I would 
like to see stronger partnerships develop with utility and technology companies. There is an 
opportunity to begin to lay the foundation for a connected grid to help our city become more 
efficient and sustainable. By modernizing our infrastructure, we can lessen our vulnerability to 
hurricanes and other natural disasters. We will also be able to attract new companies that will 
create new jobs for residents.  If the city continues to not fully embrace infrastructure change 
we will find ourselves at a disadvantage with other cities that are make progress.  

 

4. Name one city program you would like to see limited or eliminated? 

We have had 8 years of the same government which I think constitutes a review and 
reexamination of all programs.  

 

5. How do you plan to address the problem of a lack of minority participation in obtaining city 
contracts or is it only a perception? 

The Greater Tampa Chamber of Commerce recently created a Minority Business Accelerator 
program which I think is a brilliant idea and can be the model to help minority participation in 
City contracts. The goal of the program is to provide assistance and guidance to small and 
minority owned businesses affording them the opportunity to take their companies to the next 
level of expansion.  I would create a similar program whereby we would focus on making SMBs 
so proficient at applying for contracts that they can compete with companies at any level with 



confidence. First, I would explore the challenges and frustrations associated with minority 
companies and winning City contracts. Next, I would create an application where three to five 
minority owned companies would have a chance to be part of the yearly cohort. Once the 
companies are selected we will work with them and guide them through the process so they 
become familiar with what is necessary to be successful. I believe if we give these companies a 
guiding light it will encourage our development to be more diverse and localized.  

6. Are you for or against the City paying the healthcare benefits of retired policemen, firemen 
and other city workers until they are 65 years old? Why?  
I believe our first responders are one of our most valuable assets to our growth and wellbeing. 
This career field is very demanding and can take a heavy toll on an individual’s long term health. 
In order to continue recruiting good people to serve our community I would support providing 
healthcare benefits for first responders until the age of 65. I would also, be in favor of exploring 
the pros and cons of first responders creating a healthcare trust account to which they can 
contribute while employed by the city.   

 

7. Do the city CRAs need to be reexamined? Should some be eliminated or new ones added? 

I believe we should always be reexamining our CRAs and review their progress and 
improvements.  If at some point it is determined that the CRA has successfully been 
redeveloped and is being maintained at a reasonable level it would be worth moving forward 
from that CRA. If it is deemed appropriate to replace a current CRA with another area of the city 
I would be willing to hear the argument.   

 


