
Hillsborough County Republican Party 

Tampa Council City-Wide Districts 1,2 &3 Candidates Questionnaire 

 

1. Besides transportation, please name what you feel is the most important problem to address 

in each of the following areas (neighborhoods); 

a. East Tampa/Ybor – Gentrification that pushes residents out unempowered/ lack of 

affordable housing  

b. Downtown/Channelside – sustainable businesses 

c. West Tampa – gentrification and development that makes the area unrecognizable and 

development without infrastructural planning. 

d. South Tampa – stormwater / flooding   

e. North Tampa – people feel the threat of developers 

f. New Tampa – sustainable businesses  

How will you address the above stated problem? 

I would work with citizens and developers to determine how best to develop without 

displacing residents.   

I would also work to expand workforce training and the workforce in order to get people 

prepared to take on jobs that are coming into Tampa. 

 I would focus more on stormwater and other infrastructural planning so that it is sustainable.  

Stormwater must be designed with the rising sea level in mind so that it is capable of 

reasonably containing a major storm event.  We are also tying in new to pipelines that are 

already aged considerably. 

Communities like North Tampa feel that they are open to the threat of the will of developers.  

Such is the case of the people’s concern over losing the Babe Zaharas Golf Course.  The course 

is critical, not only for historic reasons, but for the threat of losing real estate values for 

people’s homes if the course is lost to developers who are seeking to build on it.  Such 

development makes communities unrecognizable and does not take into account the 

historical value and environmental impact on the community.  I would organize with 

communities like North Tampa to identify how they can be more empowered to protect 

themselves.  I would also facilitate a relationship with any potential developers so residents 

can know what type of development is intended so they may make the determination of 

buying in or not.        

Businesses must have an opportunity to thrive in all of our Tampa communities.  Yet, they are 

failing in some because of the lack of access to parts of town as in the case of New Tampa.  

There must be more connectivity between communities, which gives people more access, in 

order to see more sustainability.  There are other factors, but there must be more 

engagement of the citizens in order to fully grasp any other critical hinderances to businesses 

in the area. Citizens feel left out.  

 



2. Give one innovative program you would like to see implemented in the city to decrease 

expenses on the taxpayer? 

We can increase our arts and entertainment programs which would increase our tourism.  If 

people came for more than just cigars, beaches and weather, there would be an extraordinary 

increase of revenue.  Examples of such opportunities includes hosting the Trumpet Awards 

(already in consideration) annually along with a few jazz festivals because of the 

predominantly great weather.  The increase in consistent tourism would help decrease 

taxpayer expenses.    

 

 

 

3. Looking at the financial burden and the city CAFR where do you anticipate to greatest financial 

risks to the city in the next 4 years? 

I believe the greatest financial risk for the city in the next four years will be in the public works 

area.  I see this being a great financial risk because we have put millions of dollars into 

development and not into infrastructural planning.  This is will be and has proven to be a real 

risk as we are looking at the continued issue of flooding in critical areas of the city.  We must 

also take into account the fact that the stormwater work that has been done has not been 

sustainable.  We keep having to revisit project areas whenever there is a failure and that costs 

the taxpayers heavily.   

 

4. Name one city program you would like to see limited or eliminated? 

I would like to see more developments that are not required to have so many parking spaces.  

We need to promote more retail spaces in the ground level of urban living developments.  It 

encourages commerce, use and efficiency while also decreasing car use.    

 

 

 

5. How do you plan to address the problem of a lack of minority participation in obtaining city 

contracts or is it only a perception?  

This has always been an issue in the City of Tampa and I will be working to facilitate a better 

oversight of the procurement process.  It will take a serious constant engagement that I am no 

stranger to with regard to outreach to local businesses and making certain that they are aware 

of the details of projects coming up. It is also important that we partner with the proper 

agencies (some can achieve this by training programs) that can assist these businesses with 

the type of bonding they will need to participate in the upcoming projects.  

 

 



6. Are you for or against the City paying the healthcare benefits of retired policemen, firemen 

and other city workers until they are 65 years old? Why?  

I do think that the City needs to pay the healthcare benefits of retired first responders.  They 

have put their lives on the line and their families risk losing a loved one for years for an entire 

career.  It should be the city’s responsibility to take care of their healthcare during retirement.     

 

7. Do the city CRAs need to be reexamined? Should some be eliminated or new ones added?  

The CRAs are very critical to the underserved communities of Tampa and development and 

empowerment efforts in those respective areas.  I think there is a need to take a look at the 

existing CRAs and whether they are still necessary where they are.   

 


