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2019 Tampa City Council Districts 4,5,6,7 Questionnaire 

 

1. Besides transportation, name the 3 largest problems to be solved in your district? What ideas 

do you have to solve these problems? 

Affordable housing, storm water improvement, and economic development. As for affordable 

housing, our local government can increase the impact fees associated with the development of 

new housing outside of the urban core and use part of those funds to offset the cost of housing 

for low-income residents. In regard to storm water improvements, we must recognize that 

climate change will have a drastic effect on our community should we choose to do nothing; we 

must prioritize storm water maintenance and improvements at the city budget level. Tampa has 

seen massive economic developments since the great recession. However, access to public 

funds, tax incentives, and loans must be transparent for community leaders in order to keep our 

economic momentum moving forward. 

2. What are your views of the current city CRAs? Should some be ended? Should some be 

added? 

While I cannot say that any in particular need to end, a review of their effectiveness and 

necessity is needed to make an informed decision about each CRA. CRA’s are designed for 

communities and as such should be governed by local residents and businesses.  

3. What city revenue stream would you like to see utilized to update and expand the city 

streetcar? 

Some of the 34 million dollars allocated from the recently passed “All for Transportation” 

Amendment could be used to update and expand the city streetcar. However, we must ensure 

equity in public transit options for all citizens. 

4. What role if any should faith-based organizations be utilized to help solve problems in the 

city? 

Please give an example.   

Faith based organizations from all communities should have representation as it relates to the 

city of Tampa to help solve the problems in the city. For instance, faith-based organizations like 

the JCC and YMCA provide our residents with a safe space to learn, be active, and share their 

ideas.  

5. Are you for or against the tearing down of I-275 to ground level and making it a boulevard? 

Explain your answer? 

This is a question best left up to the community, transportation engineers, and environmental 

scientists. While the economic benefits of reconnecting separated communities would be 

impossible to ignore, we must also recognize that the demolition of I-275 would make necessary 

the controversial expansion of the I-4 Corridor. 



6. How do you plan to communicate with the people in your district about issues you think they 

should know and to hear their concerns? 

I would communicate with my constituents through a combination of social media and presence 

within the community through neighborhood associations, quarterly town halls, and regular 

contact with the press.  

7. What are your concerns for taxes and the financial future of the citizens of Tampa?  

Our current tax base is appealing; having no income tax in Florida means that we are able to 

promote initiatives through our sales tax which is what we have recently done for our schools 

and our transportation. Moreover, the levels of investment that we have seen, particularly in 

our urban core, shows that our current tax levels are beneficial both business and the 

community.  


