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2019 Tampa City Council Districts 4,5,6,7 Questionnaire 

 

1. Besides transportation, name the 3 largest problems to be solved in your district? What ideas 

do you have to solve these problems? 

Infrastructure upgrades, enhancement of safety for citizens, and making sure the city is well run 

financially are problems for both my district and the city at large.  

Existing infrastructure needs must be addressed now, and an action plan starting with the most 

urgent projects, with a concurrent timeline for all projects, should be created. Simultaneously to 

fixing what’s broken, we must plan for the future, making sure that growth stays in line with existing 

and planned infrastructure and that we are not growing faster than our basic resources. 

Safety is one of my key concerns. Making sure citizens and their property are safe is a basic 

responsibility of community leaders. I will support our law enforcement officers and their leaders, 

making sure that they have the resources they need, but also making sure that they are using those 

resources as efficiently and effectively as possible. I also will encourage continuation of the current 

emphasis on training at TPD. 

Finally, the city of Tampa will be in a budget crunch for the foreseeable future. Although the strong-

mayor form of government means that the Mayor is not obligated to include Council in the creation 

of the budget, I plan to partner with the Mayor and his or her staff to make sure that I am involved 

from the first day I take office. I want to understand and influence what priorities are taking 

attention in the budget and make sure my constituents’ voices and needs are heard. Ultimately, I 

must be able to feel comfortable explaining where taxpayers’ hard-earned dollars are going and be 

assured that these dollars are being used as competently and resourcefully as possible and being 

part of the budgeting process is the best way to assure that. 

 

2. What are your views of the current city CRAs? Should some be ended? Should some be 

added? 

CRAs serve a valid purpose to improve blighted urban areas.  They should be smartly managed 

because they are a targeted use of tax dollars.  We should focus on improving the blighted areas of 

our City, which will eventually lead to a broader tax base.  A review of existing CRAs and potential 

cites for future CRAs would be prudent. 

 

3. What city revenue stream would you like to see utilized to update and expand the city 

streetcar? 

I’d like to see private funds partnered with public funds to make this expansion possible. If the new 

revenue stream provided by the All for Transportation effort is upheld, we may be able to dedicate 



some funds toward it from that, but I also want to understand that the expansion is truly needed 

and that it will be fully utilized to the extent that it is necessary for us to implement. 

4. What role if any should faith-based organizations be utilized to help solve problems in the 

city? Please give an example.   

Faith-based organizations can provide a tremendous benefit to the city in solving issues and 

providing support. A good example comes from my work in human trafficking, where faith-based 

organizations like the Salvation Army partner with law enforcement at the city and county to 

provide services for victims recovered by law enforcement.  Additionally faith-based organizations 

are extremely valuable in assisting with the homeless population in the city.   Faith based resources 

should be fully embraced and encouraged as much as possible. 

 

5. Are you for or against the tearing down of I-275 to ground level and making it a boulevard? 

Explain your answer? 

This is an interesting concept and an out of the box way to approach our challenges with 

transportation. I appreciate the effort to make sure that every alternative is considered when 

seeking to improve our traffic issues, but I am not sure this is the right direction for our city. I have 

concerns about cost, as well as about the consequences for surrounding neighborhoods and streets 

Although the plan discusses that impact, I’m not sure it’s sufficient. 

6. How do you plan to communicate with the people in your district about issues you think they 

should know and to hear their concerns? 

Both communications to city leaders from citizens and from the city to citizens need to be improved. 

As Councilperson, I will be very accessible to my constituents both in person and via the various 

technological resources we have available and will be dedicated to helping them solve their issues. I 

will publish my personal email address, and keep my website active with resources for citizens.  

7. What are your concerns for taxes and the financial future of the citizens of Tampa?  

Recent increases in the sales tax have already placed a burden on citizens. I would not be in favor of 

increasing them or any other taxes at this time.  I do believe we must be vigilant with tax dollars, our 

city will soon face trying financial times and we must strive to eliminate waste and be extremely 

fiscally responsible. 


