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Dear Prime Minister, 

 

 

The enclosed open letter is delivered to you with the support of more than 40,000 New Zealanders, all of 

whom are asking you to ensure that their rights to equal representation, regardless of race or ethnicity, are 

protected with respect to their water infrastructure. 

Tens of thousands of Kiwis have made submissions on the relevant legislation. With next year’s election 

looming, your Government must not ignore this outpouring of opposition or it will face the democratic 

consequences at the ballot box.  

Labour’s parliamentary majority will not last past the next election if it is used to progress this anti-

democratic and divisive policy with a total disregard for the concerns of a very large number of New 

Zealanders.  

I would respectfully remind you of your assurance on the night of the 2020 election, that you would 

govern for all New Zealanders.  

In February this year, a Curia Market Research poll found that 72% of respondents said New Zealand 

and New Zealanders were more divided than a year earlier.  

With the co-governance approach included in the Water Services Entities Bill, your Government is 

legislating a radical reinterpretation of the Treaty of Waitangi to which the people of New Zealand have 

never given a mandate. The increased division in our society derives from this fast-paced, radical reform, 

imposed without the kind of public debate that builds legitimacy and acceptance of change. 

There is an opportunity now for you to demonstrate one of the greatest qualities of leadership, to admit 

that you can do better and work to bring the people with you.  

In delivering this letter, I am asking you to respond to the over 40,000 New Zealanders who have 

requested that the Government goes back to the drawing board to find a democratic way to deal with the 

management of fresh, storm and waste water.  

 

Respectfully, 

 

Don Brash 

Hobson’s Pledge Trustee 
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