
Fish & Game Commission Meeting – HSUS vs. Bear Management and Hunting  

Important Links            

- F&G Meeting Agenda 

- F&G Meeting Zoom info  

- HOWL for Wildlife website  

- California Hunting and Conservation Coalition letter opposing the ban 

- Backcountry Hunters and Anglers letter opposing the ban  

- United Hunters Project letter opposing the ban  

- 2020 Black Bear Harvest data  

Process              

To speak during any public comment period – use the “reaction” button to “raise hand” so that the 

Commission staff know you wan to talk.  They will move you into a speaking status when ready.  

830am – Fish & Game meeting starts 

845am – 10am (estimate) Public Comment period / open public comment for topics which are NOT on the main 

agenda. Do not use this period to specifically discuss bear hunting or the HSUS Petition.  

- If you cannot attend the full day or come back online during the afternoon when we expect HSUS 

Petition to be discussed, use this public comment period to share a 1-2min comment about….   

o the value of hunting to you and your family/friends, adventure, challenge, recreation, 

sustainable and healthy/clean meat source 

o the importance of supporting economically and ecologically sustainable hunting regardless 

of how large or small the group is that participates 

o you appreciate the Fish and Game Commission’s commitment to providing equitable access 

and diverse opportunities for all community members to participate in the American 

Conservation Model of wildlife management   

930am – 2pm (estimate): After public comment the most likely process will be that they follow the agenda as it 

is drafted – HOWEVER it is possible they will reorder the agenda items and move the HSUS petition earlier in the 

day, to give it more time for discussion.  

HOWL will provide Email & Instagram updates regarding expected timing for the HSUS petition 

2pm – 5pm (estimate): HSUS Petition will be discussed, including 1) an opportunity for the Petitioner to present 

their position statement and 2) public comment supporting or opposing the petition 3) Commission might ask 

the CDFW staff or leadership for comments  

- Depending on how many people want to speak, public comments will be limited to 1-minute or 2-

minutes per person. For reference, most natural speaking speed is approx.. 200 words per minute.  

- Be mindful of their time, if somebody has said something you want to support you can simply say “I 

want to +1 to the comments from …….”  

- Avoid directly responding to something that an anti-hunter says, no matter how ridiculous it is, 

especially if that pulls you off your prepared comments. It’s a trap.  

- Prepare comments in advance – word from the heart, talking points you’re comfortable with.   

 

https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=197088&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=197091&inline
https://www.howlforwildlife.org/cabearcollab
https://www.howlforwildlife.org/chcc
https://www.howlforwildlife.org/cabha_bear
https://www.howlforwildlife.org/united_hunters_project
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=195525&inline
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Talking points               

Often the simplest comments make the greatest impact. If we have dozens of hunters commenting, then the 

time limit will likely be 1-minute per person. Prepare your comment in advance.   

Easy talking points: the Backcountry Hunters and Anglers letter, the Hunting and Conservation Coalition letter 

and the United Hunters Project letter are GREAT resources to pull a few sentences from and work into your own 

statement.  

- Hunting is an intrinsically human activity; we are hardwired for the pursuit and challenge of fair-
chase hunting. Hunting requires patience, persistence, failure, overcoming challenges, physical and 
mental endurance, investment of time and money. Hunting requires true and full participation in 
the wildlife management process.  
 

- The only redeeming feature of the HSUS petition is that it suggests that the CDFW needs to do 
better with improved population surveys and an updated bear management plan. I agree!! Based on 
data and endless anecdotes we know that heathy and huntable bear populations have expanded to 
a point of negatively affecting deer, antelope and elk herds in Northern California. We know that a 
full survey of our bear #s will support an increase in the harvest quota and will indicate that a 2nd 
bear tag, or even a spring season is appropriate. Commissioners, please REJECT this petition, but do 
take inspiration from it and call upon the Dept. to provide all Californians with world class bear 
management data, science, and opportunity.   

 

- Hunting is economically, ecologically, physiologically, and psychologically sustainable and healthy. 
Bear meat is delicious, nutritious, sustainable and purely organic. Financially and through my efforts 
I pay a high premium for bear meat, and I am proud that my investment supports conservation.  

 

- This petition is not an animal rights or a wildlife management petition. This petition is part of an 
anti-hunting crusade, which negligently dismisses proven, successful conservation practices with no 
regard for the negative impacts that numerous species feel when black bears are over-populated.  

 

- What does it mean to single out a small group of people who do something that I don’t like, who 
participate in an activity which has sustained humans and wildlife for millions of years, but I want to 
attack them for it because it’s not MY preference? I would be an intolerant bigot.   

 

- This is not a wildlife management issue – this is a minority rights issue. We have here a minority 
group of people who purposely tax their own sport, fund their own activities, ensure that resources 
and wildlife populations are sustainable and healthy – yet HSUS wants to ban the activity, strip away 
access for 31,000 people, kill a funding tool that puts nearly $2M back into habitat management 
project. All of this is because HSUS is on an intolerant, bigoted crusade against hunting.  

 

- I support the CDFW data. I have reviewed the bear harvest reports and it is clear to me that HSUS 
has twisted an extreme and unusual data point to fit their emotionally charged but factually vacant 
narrative. Bear harvest after the removal of hound hunting dropped significantly – because the 
method of take changed, not because the bear population dropped. Similarly, bear harvest in 2020 
dropped, because most public hunting land was closed during the peak bear hunting months of 
September and October.  How else do we know that 2020 was an anomaly? Well, in 2021 the bear 
harvest jumped back up by 25% - despite the drought, despite another year of record wildfires.  

 

https://www.howlforwildlife.org/cabha_bear
https://www.howlforwildlife.org/chcc
https://www.howlforwildlife.org/united_hunters_project
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- Based on the HSUS attempt at data analysis, will we see this petition retracted today – as the bear 
harvest went up by 25% in 2021? Does this indicate a year over year spike in bear population, 
perhaps as great as 25-50%? Of course not. Just as the dip in harvest in 2020 does not indicate that 
the bear population is threatened.  

 

- The anti-hunting crusade is not about wildlife. It is rooted in intolerant disdain and 
misunderstanding of lifestyle, tradition, and recreational choices. Where else does a national non-
profit have the luxury of saying “we don’t like this lifestyle, so we are going to legislate it out of 
existence”?   

 

- Fish & Game Commission – we KNOW that CDFW has more data available than they are publishing. 
There are ongoing and/or unpublished surveys from Northern California and Eastern California. Will 
you ASK the Department to summarize and publish the data they have from these surveys? Will you 
ask the Dept. to gather anecdotal reports from their wardens, field staff and biologists and bring 
these reports to you?  

 

- As a hunter and wildlife advocate – I want nothing more than our wildlands to be vibrant with 

diverse species with great populations. I want to see bears and mountain lions as much as I want to 

see deer, elk, antelope and big-horn sheep.  Numerous studies tell us that ungulate populations are 

most heavily impacted by mountain lion, wolf, bobcat, bear and coyote predation. The first 3 of 

these are unmanaged species in CA. Our ungulate populations suffer the consequence. Wildlife 

diversity and abundance suffers. Bears are expanding their range due to overpopulation.  We must 

manage the black bear population if we are serious about wildlife diversity. Bears are a sustainable 

and renewable resource, which provide valuable hunting opportunity, contribute to habitat 

management and improvement, and are a fantastic source of food, meat, protein.  

 

- If there was any meaningful data indicating a multi-year decline of the black bear population in CA – 

beyond the meaningless speculation of this petition – I would be the first, ask for a reduction in the 

bear harvest quota. Quality bear habitat, a healthy bear population, and a fair and accessible 

opportunity to hunt black bears are priorities which can and do coexist.  

 

- The HSUS petition is NOT asking for a temporary suspension of bear hunting in CA.  The detailed 

language of the regulations they propose 1st accomplish a BAN on bear hunting in California. This is 

undeniable and fact.  2nd, the language introduces a potential consideration of a new bear season if 

3 highly subjective conditions are met. Again, this is not about wildlife management, and it is not 

about helping the bear population in CA. This is an anti-hunting crusade which opportunistically 

latches onto unproven speculation from a single data point which we all know is an anomaly.  

 

- Wildlife management science is imperfect. There will never be a meaningful study of wildlife 

management that doesn’t have detractors. The fact remains though, that for nearly 90 years the 

American Model of Conservation has yielded the greatest conservation successes known to our 

planet. Black bears have been hunted in CA for decades, black bears have been hunted throughout 

North America for decades – and their population size and spread has done nothing but grow. They 

are truly one of the most adaptable, sustainable, renewable, fascinating, and fun big game animals 

to hunt in North America.  


