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Letter from the
Executive Director

   Spring is here! The outstanding work done in 2023 by our staff,

volunteers, and Board created a great foundation for success heading 

into 2024. By the time you read this, the Board of Directors (BOD) will 

be underway with one of the most important processes a nonprofit can 

endeavor – the strategic planning process. From February – June, the 

BOD will be working with a seasoned nonprofit professional to identify 

the areas HSVC will focus on to make the most impact on our mission.

   What we do know, of course, is that continuing to work towards

creating the conditions for the best possible animal care is at the top

of mind. In late January, the Board was introduced to the first round of 

designs for the new kennel. Very soon, we’ll create a fundraising plan,

and we’ll continue to move steadily forward.

     There is a lot of work to do in 2024. We’re working hard to decrease 

the length of stay even more, and to adopt even more animals in 2024 

than we did in 2023. Our education programs are going to benefit many 

children and educators, and we anticipate summer camps to be full once 

again. With our additional Veterinarian Dr. Degen on board, we now have 

onsite care six days a week, with vaccine clinics every Saturday (rather 

than just twice a month, on Thursdays). And our Humane Investigations 

team is set for another year of successfully responding to calls of abuse 

and neglect, as the only agency dedicated to those responses.

     Finally, I want to take this opportunity to thank our Foster Coordi-

nator, Cheney. In 2023 we saw an 87% increase in feline adoptions, 

and that’s almost entirely due to Cheney’s hard work. Cheney began as

Foster Coordinator in early 2023 and built the program from the ground 

up. I couldn’t be prouder of her commitment, tenacity, and hard work. 

Thank you, Cheney, for your extraordinary part in our 2023 outcomes.

- Eric Knight, Executive Director
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Clinic Corner
Springing forward into an exciting new year at HSVC

   2023 was another successful year in the clinic

at the Humane Society of Ventura County. We

completed over 2200 subsidized surgeries and

almost 1 in 5 of our public surgery appointments 

were done completely free of charge to low-income 

members  of  the  community.  

   The HSVC is unique as it is the only privately

funded, nonprofit shelter that also offers services 

such as spay/neuter and vaccines to the public in 

Ventura County.  Due to the high demand for subsi-

dized spay/neuter services, we continue to focus our

available appointments on owned and community 

cats, who contribute to the thousands of kittens en-

tering the shelters in Ventura County each year, and 

dog breeds representative of shelter populations.  

   Unfortunately, offering low-cost or free spay and 

neuter is only part of the solution to pet overpop-

ulation. Access to care is also a major issue within 

our community and in general, nationwide. In addi-

tion to our free HSVC Cares vaccine clinics and pet 

food pantries in low-income communities, this year 

we are planning to extend access to care by offering 

low-cost or fee-waived wellness exams both at our 

facility in Ojai and eventually out in the community.  

Everyone  who  has  owned  and  loved  a  pet  knows

that the unconditional love they receive should not

be restricted to the financially solvent. We believe 

that pets belong in a home, not in a shelter, and it’s 

often in low-income households where their love 

can have the greatest impact.

   Keep an eye on our website for more informa-

tion, and if you would like to support our program,

please  Spay  It  Forward  by  making  a  donation! 

- Dr. Christina Sisk, Director of Veterinary Medicine
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     The Humane Society of Ventura County is very 

excited to welcome Astrid Derringer as our new

Volunteer Coordinator! Astrid began her journey 

with the shelter in September 2022 as a Humane 

Officer trainee. She also often lent a hand working 

along side our animal care staff in the kennels. Her 

passion for caring for shelter animals soon led her 

to pursue the role of Volunteer Coordinator when 

the opportunity arose. We are thrilled for her to 

start this new chapter in her career!

   For most of her life, Astrid has had a strong

desire to help animals. Watching her hero Steve 

Irwin work with animals and educate the world 

about them was a major influence on her during 

“Having already worked for the
shelter in a different role, I already

have a working relationship with many 
of our existing volunteers. I’m excited 

to grow those relationships even more. 
Recruiting new volunteers will also

be a huge focus of mine while
increasing training opportunities

for existing volunteers. I also want
to expand the types of volunteer

opportunities offered to our
volunteers. The more people I

can get involved with the shelter,
the better for our animals!” 

- Astrid Derringer
HSVC Volunteer Coordinator

HSVC Welcomes New Volunteer Coordinator, 
Astrid Derringer!

her early years. Starting with her first rescue, a 

frog aptly named “Froggy”, Derringer’s desire to 

help animals only grew from there. She and her 

fiancé, Dillon, are the proud pawrents of their

12-year-old fur child, Chow Mane, and are looking

to add an additional four-legged member to their 

family soon. As a member of our Development 

team, Astrid will be utilizing her love of animals, 

friendly personality, and excellent communication 

skills to inspire volunteers into action and continue

making a difference in the lives of animals in 

need. Congratulations on your new role, Astrid!

Volunteer Coordinator Astrid Derringer 

pictured left with HSVC alumni, Bobtail. 

He was happily adopted into his forever

home in  Spring of 2023 and is doing great!
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    This year H.E.Y. Summer Camp will be at the shelter from 

June 18-June 28th. There will be two different opportuni-

ties for campers 7-years-old and up. See below for some 

information about this year’s summer camp programming.

I hope to see you this June! 

*NEW* 1-Day Camps: Tuesday June 18-21st

Animal Art Creations - Maximum: 5 Campers per day

Time: 10:00-12:30 PM • Ages: 7+ • Cost: $45 per/day

Join in on the fun as we explore the world of art inspired by

animals. An extraordinary animal guest will also join in on 

the excitement! This camp is designed for those aged 7 and 

above. Participants will engage in creating animal-themed 

art projects and designs while gaining insights into the 

care needed for animals in our community.

4-Day Summer Camp: Tuesday June 25-28th

Animal Adventure Camp - Maximum: 7 Campers

Time: 10:00 - 3:00 PM • Ages: 8 - 11 • Cost: $185 per/week

Campers will embark on an animal adventure at the shelter. Camp 

focuses on the four Cs - Care, Compassion, Communication, and

Community. Exploration of shelter operations will heighten campers’ 

awareness of our local community needs and reflective exercises will 

invite campers to contemplate their personal approach to care in 

our community. Engaging activities encompass a range of ex-

perience and are tailored for youth with a keen interest in 

animals, environmental care, and community engagement.

Important note of camps at HSVC: Physical activities are 

limited and constrained by space limitations, heat, and 

the safety of both children and animals.

Registration begins Spring 2024, for more information 

contact me, Angie Chupek Sagliani at education@hsvc.org.

Humane Education for Youth 
(H.E.Y.) Summer Program

Attention - Ventura County Youth Ages 7+
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   I’m proud to share a recent victory from our

Investigations Department for this newsletter. On 

August 13th, 2022, Humane Officers responded 

to a report of animal cruelty at a rented space 

within a large-scale animal boarding property. 

Upon arrival, they observed several animals were 

emaciated, including one horse that had been

deceased for multiple days. All the animals were 

living amidst unsanitary and hazardous conditions 

and most did not have access to food or clean water.

    After five hours of speaking with the two animal 

owners, a criminal citation for animal cruelty was

issued and seven animals were impounded under

violations of California State Laws. The dogs seized

included a 5-year-old German Shepherd named 

Flicka, a 4-month-old German Shepherd/Husky mix 

named Sparkles, and a 7-month-old German Shep-

herd/Husky mix named Oso. Three horses and one 

sheep were also seized; a 2-year-old Thorough-

bred/Quarter Horse named Lucero, a 15-year-old 

Quarter Horse mare named Morena, a 12-year-old

Mustang mare named Paloma, and one adult sheep, 

later to be named Pepe by our staff.

  One-and-a-half years later, the case reached a

resolution through the Ventura Superior Court. 

Both animal owners were charged with two Felo-

ny counts of Animal Neglect 597(b) PC. As a result 

of the charges, the first animal owner must serve 

60 days in Ventura County Jail, while the second 

must serve 90 days. Both owners must also com-

plete Benchmark Animal Rehabilitative Curriculum 

(B.A.R.C.) counseling, perform 20 hours of com-

munity service, pay restitution to HSVC, and be 

on formal probation for 24 months. They are also 

both prohibited from owning animals of any kind.

    This victory against animal cruelty would not have 

been possible without the hard work of our team. 

I want to extend a big thank you to Senior Officer

Utter for her dedication to animal welfare. I also 

thank our animal care staff for diligently caring for 

the seized animals, many of whom have been at the 

shelter for over a year pending closure of their case.

    I’m also excited to share an update on several of

the animals involved in this case! Both Oso and 

Humane Investigations:
Justice Served in Animal Cruelty Case
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Morena - before

Morena - after Flicka - after

Flicka- before

Pepe - after

Pepe - before

Paloma with adopter Hannah (right), girls Amaya, Maya, Lily, and Alex
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Sparkles were adopted into loving homes. Oso was adopted by John 

and Tess in mid-November 2022 and gained a fellow HSVC alum 

fur sibling in February of 2023 when his pawrents brought home 

4-month-old Emma. Sparkles was 6-months-old when she was 

adopted from the shelter in mid-October 2022 by Kelley. She’s now

a gorgeous 75-pound pup with an energetic personality.

    Paloma, the 13-year-old Mustang, was adopted by Hannah in early 

January of this year. The loving mare now spends her days as a lesson 

horse being ridden by girls of all ages. The girls even have “Princess 

Paloma parties” with her! Three-year-old Lucero found her forever 

home with Davina and Cody one week later. The Thoroughbred/

Quarterhorse mix has become the ultimate trail riding buddy for

her new handler and we couldn’t be happier for her! Pepe the sheep 

found his happily ever after with Robert in mid-February of 2023.

We will always miss Pepe’s signature “baaaaas”, but we’re so glad he 

finally got the home he deserves!

    The last of the bunch, Flicka and Morena, are still patiently waiting 

for someone to take a chance on them. Our staff have grown fond of 

Flicka’s playful personality and Morena’s spunky nature and we want 

nothing more than for them to get adopted by loving families! If you 

or someone you know is interested in rescuing one of these lovable 

creatures,  please reach out to the HSVC at 805-646-6505 for more 

information.  Help us find Flicka and Morena the forever homes they 

deserve!      - Kendra King, Humane Investigations Director

7Oso (left) with Emma (right)

Lucero with Davina & Cody

Sparkles

Paloma with adopter Hannah (right), girls Amaya, Maya, Lily, and Alex Paloma



    In addition to being seen by all of our customers

and supporters, you and your business will receive 

multiple benefits as a Business Club Member. Lastly, 

sponsoring also helps the bottom line at tax time as 

we  are  a  501c(3)  nonprofit  organization.  The HSVC

relies solely on private donations and receives no 

funding from the government or any other national 

animal welfare organization.  We need animal-loving 

businesses like yours to help us continue serving  the

people and animals of our community!

   To learn more or to become a sponsor, scan the

QR code below. Those interested can also call me, 

Steve McCurry, Community Development Manager, 

at 805-299-6351 or email me at stevem@hsvc.org.

We also invite all to visit our shelter, located at 402 

Bryant St. in Ojai, any time during operating hours 

from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm Monday through Saturday.

We appreciate your support!
- Steve McCurry

Community Development Manager

    We are beyond grateful for all our business 

supporters who allow us to make a continuous 

impact on lives of animals in need within our 

community. Each year, thousands of Ventu-

ra County residents and pets are touched by 

the services our shelter provides. As a Business 

Club Member of the Humane Society of Ventura 

County, you understand the need for our vital ser-

vices and want to show other animal lovers that 

you support our work. Some of our life-saving

programs and services supported by generous

donors include:

Compassionate Care Animal Shelter

and Adoption Center

Animal Cruelty, Abuse, & Neglect Investigation

Disaster Relief & Emergency Animal Rescue

Low-Cost Spay/Neuter and Vaccination Services

HSVC Pet Pantry Program

Humane Education and Summer Camps

Community Connections
Become a Business Club Member!
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Photo by Kali Brooks



9

Success Story:
Mr. Pickles 

  Mr. Pickles could not be happier in

his new home! Now named D.O.G., 

the friendly pup spent 180 days at 

the shelter after being brought in by 

our Humane Officers in March 2023. 

He finally found his happily ever after

with Mike and Nikki in mid-September, 

and he’s been living the good life ever 

since! We’d say it was worth the wait!

   According to Mike, it didn’t take long 

for the large mixed breed pup to feel 

comfortable in his new space. “He’s do-

ing great and has made himself right at 

home. He’s become part of the family in 

just a few months. The photo of him cov-

ered in mud (below) was from the dog 

park. He found a giant mud puddle and 

decided it looked like fun. Everyone had 

a good laugh, including me!” said Mike.

We’re thrilled this sweet boy is finally

receiving all the love and attention he

deserves! Congratulations , D.O.G.! 
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Foster Furiends 
The lifesaving benefits of foster care and furever homes!

     We’re infinitely grateful for our stellar community of 

Foster Caregivers who provided exceptional care for 

225 animals in 2023! Our Foster homes were buzzy 

with kittens, puppies, adult cats and dogs, and one 

baby goat. Our beloved friends reaped immeasurable

benefits of having dedicated stewards protecting,

monitoring, and tending to their individual needs.

     Foster care is a lifesaving, imperative service that

we are honored to provide for the darling animals

who arrive to us in arrays of ways with broad ranges 

of needs. Several steely Fosters maintained stead-

fast determination while nursing premature neonatal

kittens to health, and because of them, most of the

super fragile baby cats we received were granted

opportunities to survive, thrive, and eventually be

adopted into furever homes.

   Kitten season sprang up swiftly in spring and we

were swimming in kittens well into autumn. Aston-

ishingly, we placed 189 kittens and six queen mother

cats into foster homes, allowing them the chance to 

heal well in safe spaces and learn to trust humans.

Prior to having a dedicated Foster program, HSVC 

placed about 20 kittens in foster yearly, so suffice to

say we are amazed and humbled by the number of

pocket panthers our Foster family served during our 

first year!

   Together, we trudged through a few tragic losses

and celebrated many monumental successes. We

recognize and honor the invaluable services, sup-

port, and love that our Fosters bestow upon our ani-

mals (and humans, too!). HSVC staff are overjoyed to 

have dedicated folks to care for our most vulnerable 

and magnificent animals. Embarking on this next kit-

ten season will be a massive endeavor, and we trust 

that our wonderful community will band together and

help us expand our capacity for care and serve even 

more of our glorious animals. If you are interested 

in joining our Foster team, please reach out to me at

foster@hsvc.org or call the shelter at 805-646-6505.

- Cheney Caldwell, Foster Coordinator
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How Can You Help Your Newly
Adopted Pet Settle Into Your Home?

    You just adopted a cat or dog. Now what? You may

have heard of the 3-3-3 rule: three days to decom-

press, three weeks to learn your routine, and three 

months to start to feel at home. Here are some tips 

to help your new pet settle in. If you encounter any

challenges with your newly adopted pet, please 

reach out at 805-646-6505. We are here to help.

  You may see your newly adopted dog sleep a lot 

during the first few days in your home, or behave 

differently than what you observed at the shelter. 

This is completely normal. A pet’s stress and cortisol 

level are elevated in the calmest shelter setting. Going 

to a home allows them to relax and recharge, and you 

will begin to see their personality come out.

  In that first month, take the time to teach your 

new dog your daily routine, what you expect, and 

what the rules of the house are. Consistency is key.

Check out these tips for when you add a new 
four-legged member to your family: 

• Every member of the household should use the same 

words for commands so the dog is not confused (Going 

potty, not jumping on people, getting off furniture, etc.)

 

• To make sure your dog is house trained, take the 

dog out on leash to go to the bathroom first thing in 

the morning, after meals, when you get home, and

before bedtime. Praise them when they go. Continue 

this routine until you’re confident that they’re going 

to the bathroom when and where you want them to.

• If you have more than one dog, feed them separately

and make sure they’re not fighting over toys or treats. 

• When you leave the house, set your dog up for 

success. Keep them in an area where they cannot 

get into trouble or destroy things in your house. 

Crate training can work well, but get the dog used 

to the crate before you leave them in it for the day. 

• It’s exciting to bring your new dog home but let

them get used to your family and routine before

inviting others to meet them or leaving them at

someone else’s home or at doggy daycare. Spend

interactive time with your dog every day, playing with 

toys and going on walks.

• Take time introducing your new dog to other pets in 

your home and out on walks. Dogs should be on leash 

when meeting resident cats and the cats should always 

have a safe, accessible space to get away from dogs. 

Supervise their time together until you are absolutely 

sure they are safe together.HSVC Alumni Frankie
lounging in his furever home



1313

When you bring home a new cat or two, they adjust 

to a new home a little differently than dogs do. It will 

take a little time for them to get to know you and 

their new home, although kittens adapt more quickly. 

Here are some tips for helping your new

feline friend adjust in their new home:

• We recommend limiting the space your new cat

or kitten is in when they first come home. Don’t give 

them access to the entire house. Set them up in a

bathroom and/or bedroom with a litter box, food,

water, and bed. You can let them out of the room for 

supervised time with you in another room. Too much 

space too quickly can overwhelm a cat, and they

may hide under or inside furniture, which can lead to 

litter  box  avoidance.

• Don’t put food next to litter, and don’t put water

next  to  food. 

• Set up appropriate surfaces for them to scratch 

like scratching posts/boxes and cat trees. Learn 

how to trim your cat’s nails and do so regularly.

• Let your cat decide how much interaction they want 

and how quickly. Don’t force them to come out of a

hiding place or to be on your lap. 

• Play with your new cat regularly. Wand toys are

wonderful for exercise and to wear them out before 

bedtime. It also decreases the chance for the cat to

see your hand as a chew toy.

• Take it slowly when introducing a new cat to a

resident cat or dog. Your resident cat may not put 

down the welcome mat immediately. We can assist

you  with  the  best  way  to  introduce  them.

• Consider using a pheromone plug-in like Feliway to 

help the cat adjust.

• If you want to switch food or litter, do so gradually.

We hope these tips are useful to our future pet

parents! If you have any questions, feel free to reach 

out to the shelter via email at animals@hsvc.org.

Thank  you  for  choosing  to  adopt  not  shop!  

- Karen Terpstra, Director of Shelter Operations

HSVC Alumni Loki enjoying
 life in his new home
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Nebula, 4-year-old
Female Siberian Husky

Lizzie, 1-year-old
Female Domestic Shorthair

Dear Donors
Impact Your World, Help Your Bottom Line!

    As a valued supporter and friend of HSVC, we

invite you to learn more about the many ways you 

can contribute to our shelter to benefit animals in 

need. With an IRA charitable rollover gift, you can 

help the work of our organization this year and en-

joy valuable tax and income benefits. If you are 70½ 

or older, you can roll over up to $105,000 from your

IRA to charity without paying federal income tax. 

Even better, your gift may qualify for your required 

minimum distribution (RMD).

Here are some of the ways you can benefit from

an IRA rollover gift this year:

• Reduce your taxable income

• Lower your Social Security tax

• Avoid IRS tax limits

• Nonitemizers: enjoy charitable gift benefits

• Make a larger gift from your IRA

You can make an IRA Rollover Gift today or learn 

more  by  visiting  HSVC’s  website  at  hsvclegacy.org.

  For those looking to make a further impact,

we invite you to learn more about our monthly 

giving club, Animal Angels. Animal Angels is a pas-

sionate and dedicated group of monthly givers on a 

mission to help the animals at HSVC. We show that 

when we work together, we will continue to make 

positive changes for our animal friends. We hope

you will consider supporting our cause by joining 

Animal Angels and thank you for your continued 

support of animals in need! 

Your $10/mo donation will feed a kitten for 5 days.

Your $25/mo donation will feed a cat or dog for 2-weeks.

Your $50/mo donation will feed a horse for one day.

You can join Animal Angels today 

by scanning the QR code (right) 

or by visiting hsvc.org, hover over 

the “Get Involved” tab, and click on 

Animal Angels under “Ways to Give.”

- Amber Landis,  Director of Development 
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Pet 
Gallery
Check out some 
of our adoptable 

furry friends!

Pino, 2-years-old
Female Domestic Shorthair

Chucky, 3-years-old
Male Bullmastiff/Husky Mix

Prieto, Male
28-years-old 
Quarterhourse

Nebula, 4-year-old
Female Siberian Husky

Tundra, 17-years-old
Male Quarterhorse and Arabian

Lizzie, 1-year-old
Female Domestic Shorthair
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