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This document is not an official record of the Senate and does not reflect the final vote of the Senate or of any individual
Senator on the captioned matter. The final and official vote is reported in the T ournal of the Senate of this date.

-~ - RHODE ISLAND SENAT.
Januvary Session of the General Assembly begun and
held at the State House in the City of Providence
on Tuesday, the fouth day of January in the
year of Our Lord two thousand and twenty two.

TUESDAY, MAY 03, 2022
4:48:49 PM

CALENDAR ;
URGTNG THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO
PURSUE A BROAD RANGE OF MEASURES
T¢0 REDUCE THE DENGER OF NUCLEAR
WAR, TO SIGN BND RATIFY THE
TREATY ON THE PROHIBITION OF
NUCLEAR WEAPONS (TENW)
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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

TN GENFRAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, AD. 2022 0’19\ P\.. ‘2 5 8

SENATE RESOLUTION

UROING THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO PURSUR A BROAD RANGE OF
MEASURES TO REDUCE THE DANGER OF NUCLEAR, WAR, TO SIGN AND RATIFY
‘IT{E TREATY ON THE PROHIBITION QF NUCLEAR WEAPONS (TPNW), TO MAXE
NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT THE CENTERPIECE OF OUR NATIONAL SECURITY
POLICY, AND TO SPEARHEAD A GLOBAL EFFORT TO PREVENT NUCLEAR WAR

Infroduced By: Senators Muck, Rell, Euer, Burke, Calkin, F Lombardi, Acoste,
Anderson, and Lawson
Date [ntraduced: Psbruary 15, 2022

Rofered To) Senate Spealal Yagislation und Veterans Affuirs

WHERHAS, Muclesr weapona sre the most destructive wospons ever created by
miankind, with fmmense destruotive capecity and Bnigering radiation eifeots after detouation; and

WHERKEAS, Ninoty-five percent (95%) of these weapons are {n the hands of the United
States and Rusia, and the test are held by seven other countrics: Chine, France, Jssasl, India,
North Korea, Bakistan, s the United Kingdom; sad

WHERBAS, Tho use of even a finy fraction of these weapons eould causs worldwids
olimate distuption and globat famine; for axample, #d feww g 100 Hirothima-sized, smali bombs
hy modem standaxds, would put at feast five miition tons of goot indo the atmosphers and caure
climete dismp_ticn across the planct, outting food production snd putfing two billion peaple at risk
of slarvation; end

WHEREAS, A large-scale nuclear war would kill hundreds of milkions of people directly
and cause noimaginable environmental damige and catastrophic climate disruption by drapping
tumporatures soross the plenst 1o Jevels not seen aince the ice age; under such conditions, the vast
majority ofthe Iumsn race would starve and 1t is possible we would hecome extinct as a spacios;
and

WHEHREBAS, Since the height of the Cold War, the United States and Russla have reduced
thelr setive wenpons by mote than 25,000 nuslear weapons, bt approximately 4,000 stilf exist on

tinth sidag, fhonsands of which are o alest for use on short noties; sod
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WHEREAS, Under curent fedoral law, the Preaidont kas the anthosity to unilaterally
initiate the nee of nuclenr weapons, and during times of crisis, individusls lower in the chaln of
command might mistakenly do so; and

WHEREA%, Despite agmirances that thess arsenaly exist solely to guarantes that they are
neves used, thers have besn many ceeasions when nuclear srmed states hava prepared to use
thete weapons, and war has heen averted at the last fusiance; and

WHERRAS, The power of the United States stockpils of nuclear weapons i tao
dovastating, and tho result of thelt tise too imevocable to be Ieft to the sols suthority of the
Prestdent; and

WHEREAS, Nuclear weapona do not posgess soms magioal quality that prevents their
uae; and

WHEREAS, Former Defonne Secretary Robert McNamara said, in speaking sbout the
Cuban Misetle Crisfs, It was Juok thet prevented nuclear war.., yet our nuclear polioy cannot be
sationally based.on b hopa that our Juck will continye!; and

WHEREAS, The United States ronintains nucloar missiles on hair-trigger slert, capsble
of belng Inunched within mimutes afler a presidential order, greatly incressing the xisk of
accidental, mistaken, or vnmikorized Isunch; and

WHEREAS, As the offects of climmte change place incrensed stross on communitles
aroupd the world and latensify the liksliood of conflict, the danger of nuolear war will grow; and

WHEREAS, The planned expenditure of more than $1 trillion to enhaucs our nuclear
areonal, and the ever so many mors trillions worldwide for similar expenditures by other nuclear
weapons countries will not only inorease the risk of nuclear disnster, but fucl a global arms racs
and divert oriucial resouroes needed to nasire the well-belng of the American peopls and peoples
all over the world; and

WHEREAS, The United States taxpayers spand over $4 million every hour of svesy day
on nuclear weapons; and :

WHEREAS, There is pn slicrnative to this march toward nuclear war; and

WHEREAS, The United Statos, az woll as the Uniled Kingdom, Chine, France and
Russla, are obligated under the Treaty of the Non-Prolifemtion of Nuclear Weapons to lake
conerate stops toward climinating thelr nuclear arsenals bul, sinco 1970, such steps have nat been
forthiooming; and

WHERFEAS, In July of 2017, the United Nations sdopted {he Treaty on the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) and as of Januacy 22, 2021, the Treaty went into effeet; and

WHEREAS, The Trcaty {TPNW) makes it iilegal undor international law to develop, test,
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produce, manufacture or otherwise acqitiva, possess ot stockpile, tansfer, use, or threaten the use
of nuclear weapons, and sets out provedures for muclear-amied signatories to destroy their
existing nuclear atnokpiles; and

‘ WHERHAS, A public renouncing of the hpiion of launching a first strike would reduce
tentlons wnd may invite reciprocal peblic ranunciations; and

WHEREAS, The United Htates, as well &ll ofher suclesr weapons powers are not yel
slgnatories to this Treaty (TPNW); and

WHEREAS, A leadership role for the United States in tho elimination of the exatence of
nuclear weapons is spprapriste and desisble and could fead to new and fmitf] international
nogotiations toward their olimination; now, therafore beit,

RESOLVED, That (his Senate of the State of Ruode Jsland hereby urges tha federal
governmant to spearhead v global effort 2o prevent nuclear war by renounting the option of using
nuclear weapons in  "Hrst strike", ending the Presidont's sole authority to fannch a nuclear ettack,
taking nuclear weapony off hairtrigger alert, cancoling any plan to replase or modernize ily
nuolear arsenal with eohanced nucfear weapony, and, actively pursue a verfiable sgreement
amoug niolesr armed states to climinnte el suclear arenals; and be it further

RESOLVED, Thet this Senate further urges the President and the Heaate of the United
States to sign and ratify the Treaty on the Probibiiion of Nuclesr Weapous; and be it firthor

RESOLVED, That the Seoretary of State he and hereby ia anthorized and divected to
transmuit duly certified vopies of this resolution to the President of the United States, the Majorily
and Minority Leaders of the United States Senate, the Speaker and the Minority Lca:iur of the
United States House of Nepresentatives, and each momber of the Rhode Jsland Congressionsl
Dolegation,
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SENATE RESOLUTION

URGING THE FEDERAIL GOVERNMENT TO PURSUE A BROAD RANGE OF MEASURES TO
REDUCE THE DANGER OF NUCLEAR WAR, TO SIGN AND RATIFY THE TREATY ON THE
PROHIBITION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS (TPNW), TO MAKE NUCLBAR DISARMAMENT THE
CENTERPIECE OF OUR NATIONAL SECURITY POLICY, AND TO SPEARHEAD A GLOBAL
EFFORT TO PREVENT NUCLEAR WAR
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State of Rhode Island .
Department of State | Office of the Secretary of State

Nellie M. Gorbea, Secretary of Stale

|, Stacy DiCola, Acting Daputy Secretary of State of the State of
Rhode Island hereby Certify that the aforegoing is a true xerographic
copy of Senate Resolution 22R258 (22-82423) entitled "Senate
Resolution Urging the Federal Government to Pursue a Broad Range
of Measures to Reduce the Danger of Nuclear War, to Sign and Ratify
the Treaty of the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW), to make
Nuclear Disarmament the Centerpiece of our National Security Policy,
and to Spearhead a Global Effort to Prevent Nuclear War”

taken from the records in this office and compared with the ariginal
House Resolution 22R258 (22-52423) passed in the House at the
January session, A.D. 2022, on the third day of May A.D. 2022, and
now remaining in this office.

Proposed by: Senators Mack, Bell, Euer, Burke, Calkin, F. Lombardi,
Acosta, Anderson and Lawson

In Testimony Whereof, | have hereunto
set my hand and affixed the Seal of the
State of Rhode Island this fifteenth day




