
Illinois Gubernatorial Primary 2018: Candidate Questionnaire 

 

1. What do you see as the purpose of public education? 

 
Public education gives every student the opportunity to realize their potential as citizens and as 
people. Public education should be an equalizer: rather than allowing education to become a 
luxury of the lucky few, we must allow every student to access their right to an equal quality 
education. Our public schools should be anchors of our neighborhoods and sources of 
academic and socio-emotional enrichment for every child, providing them the support they need 
to grow and learn.  
 

2. List three priorities you’d have as Governor in terms of improving public education in the 

state of Illinois. 

 
When I’m governor, my top three priorities to improve public education in the state of Illinois will 
be raising the revenue we need to fully fund schools, overhauling the funding formula to 
distribute resources equitably, and creating an elected school board in Chicago. Until we raise 
revenue, there is no way to distribute existing funding in a way that gives every school and 
every student the support it needs. That’s why I’ve introduced a constitutional amendment to 
allow for a progressive income tax, sponsored legislation to close the carried interest loophole, 
and co-sponsored legislation to tax financial transactions. With revenue from these sources, we 
can overhaul our school funding formula by decreasing our reliance on property taxes and 
ensuring that every school, especially those in low-income communities and communities of 
color, has the funding they need. I will also continue fighting for an elected school board in 
Chicago to give parents and community members a voice in how their schools are run.  
 

3. Explain your plans to deal with funding inequity in Illinois? 

 
Every student deserves equal educational opportunity, but when we fund our schools through a 
broken property tax system, schools in low-income communities and communities of color are 
consistently under-resourced while schools in wealthier and whiter areas more often receive the 
support they need. Through policies such as a progressive income tax and financial transaction 
tax and by closing the carried interest loophole, we can decrease our reliance on property taxes 
while increasing funding for schools. As we distribute these additional funds, we must revise the 
funding formula to ensure that we ameliorate rather than exacerbate existing inequities and 
prevent money from being diverted to private schools or any efforts to privatize our public school 
system.  
 

4. Should all students have to take standardized tests annually? What is your philosophy 

about how students should be evaluated academically? 

 
Students should be evaluated in a holistic way that incorporates direct interaction between 
students and teachers, as teachers have the best knowledge of individual circumstances and 
the best ability to monitor progress. These evaluations are more meaningful and more 
educationally valuable than evaluations from standardized tests. I do believe that standardized 
tests can be valuable in providing data to compare across schools, districts, and states, but I 
think our over-reliance on standardized tests has had a problematic influence on teachers, 
students, and families alike.  



 
5. What other ways would you suggest teachers be evaluated? What do you see as the 

problem of evaluating teachers by standardized tests? 

 
Evaluating teachers by standardized tests is often unfair, as students’ success on these tests 
reflects many factors other than the teacher’s performance, such as preparedness from 
previous years and class size. This method of teacher evaluation can also produce a perverse 
incentive and lead to widespread cheating. Thus, while I believe that standardized tests can be 
a relevant factor in evaluating teacher performance, they should not play too large a role. 
Instead, we should use holistic evaluations that combine in-person visits and feedback from 
peers and supervisors and use these evaluations in a constructive professional development 
context to improve our schools.  
 

6. Should Illinois continue using the PARCC test? Why or why not? 

 
While standardized tests can play an important role in comparing student performance and 
growth across schools, districts, and states, we need to take a step back to consider the 
cumulative impact of all of the state- and federally-mandated standardized tests on our students 
and schools. Short of that, we’re bound to over-test, resulting in a restricted curriculum and too 
much time spent taking tests rather than learning in the classroom. This is particularly true in the 
case of the PARCC exam, as technological complications take up time and limited 
resources.The technological requirement also leaves lower income schools without proper 
access to computers at a disadvantage compared to wealthier schools.  
 

7. The difference in test scores between students of color and white students was the 

smallest when US public schools were the most integrated. Schools are now more 

segregated than they were at the time of Brown v. Board of Education. The Chicago 

metro area is one of the country’s most segregated in both housing and schools. What is 

the state government’s responsibility to repair a century of government-sponsored 

residential and school segregation in our state? How will you promote integration in 

housing and schools in Illinois? 

 
The state government bears a great responsibility to repair a century of government-sponsored 
residential and school segregation in our state. Part of promoting integration involves policies at 
the school level. We’ve seen how choice programs and charter schools exacerbate segregation 
and must choose to support and invest in neighborhood schools rather than diverting funding to 
charter schools and private school vouchers. However, to truly integrate our schools, we must 
integrate our neighborhoods. Segregation is not a naturally occurring phenomenon: it’s a 
product of decades and decades of intentional policy decisions, and we must take an active role 
in building new policies to promote integration now. This means investing in communities that 
have faced decades of disinvestment to create jobs and expand public transportation. It also 
means passing the bill I’m sponsoring in the Senate to lift the statewide ban on rent control to 
expand access to affordable housing, especially in gentrifying neighborhoods. 
 

8. Would you support legislation mandating an elected representative school board for 

Chicago? If so, when should an elected representative board be put into place? 

 



Yes, I would support legislation mandating an elected representative school board for Chicago, 
and I am a co-sponsor of legislation to do so. As an Evanston public school parent, I’ve seen 
the benefits of elected school boards firsthand and believe we must give Chicago public school 
parents and community members the opportunity to have a voice in how their schools are run. I 
believe we must pass policies to allow for an elected school board in time for board members to 
be elected during the 2019 elections. 
 

9. Do you support legislation to weaken the IL state charter commission? Why or why not? 

 
Yes, I would weaken the Illinois State Charter Commission, and I voted for a bill last spring to 
eliminate the Commission’s appeal function. I do not believe that the state government should 
be diverting taxpayer money from neighborhood public schools to charter schools, especially 
when this decision violates the decisions of local school districts.  
 

10. What role do public charter schools play in the education landscape in Illinois? 

 
I believe that the government has a responsibility to make universally available the services its 
citizens need and that privatization of public education through charter schools strays from this 
principle. Especially when we are closing neighborhood public schools due to a lack of funding, I 
do not believe we should be opening new charter schools. I support a moratorium on charter 
schools and believe that we must shut down underperforming charter schools. We must also be 
wary of the effect of charter schools on organized labor because, all too often, charter school 
proponents are trying to find a way to break up unions. I have supported and will continue to 
support organizing drives for charter school teachers.  
 

11. A voucher program was recently passed into law here. What are your thoughts about 

this program? 

 
I voted against the school funding bill because of the voucher program and I will repeal the 
program as governor. I do not believe that we should divert taxpayer money to private schools, 
and I do not believe that middle-class families should be on the hook for another tax break for 
the wealthy.  
 

12. The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) says that each child who has a 

disability and needs special education and related services will receive a free and 

appropriate public education (FAPE). How will you ensure that special education 

students are receiving FAPE? 

 
Our state has moral and legal obligations to provide free and appropriate public education to 
students with disabilities. We need strong legal mandates and adequate funding to support 
improved staff-to-student ratios, adequate services in and out of the classroom, individual 
education plans, and inclusion policies. It is also crucial that we remove incentives to contract 
out to private providers, who rely on profit motives and have led to lower quality education for 
students with disabilities. 
 

13. Illinois is one of 37 states without class size laws. Would you sign a law putting a cap on 

class size in Illinois? 

 



I believe that small class sizes are better for students and teachers alike, and would support 
capping class sizes in coordination with increased school funding.  
 

14. Educational software collects large amounts of sensitive data about students. Should 

students in public schools be required to use programs that collect personally-identifiable 

data? What rights do public school families have if they do not wish to hand over 

sensitive student data in order to participate in school curriculum and programs? 

 
I have been on the forefront of user privacy issues, passing legislation to protect consumers 
amidst threats to personal data and rapidly-evolving technology, and bring that same 
commitment and proactive approach to privacy issues relating to students. I recognize that 
technology and online educational resources are essential to providing a 21st century education 
that prepares students for college and a career. However, this must be balanced to protect the 
privacy of students and student data. I voted for the Student Online Personal Protection Act, 
which I view as the first step towards guaranteeing that technology vendors and school districts 
protect student data and private information. As governor, I will make sure that SOPPA is 
enforced to the maximum degree and ensure the law keeps pace with technological 
advancements. I will also continue exploring and increasing legal protections for student 
privacy, and make sure that everyone involved in public schooling, including parents, 
administrators, educators, and students, are trained on privacy issues and best practices to 
make them as effective and reflective as possible. 


