
15 June 2022

Illinois State Board of Education
100 N. First St.
Springfield, IL 62777

Dear Superintendent Ayala and State Board of Education members:

The Center for Assessment’s report, delivered in April 2022, made it clear that
stakeholders opposed using interim tests for summative accountability purposes.

Although we opposed the state proposal to add more testing via the use of interim
(through-year) testing for grades K-8, we firmly agree with the Center for Assessment
report that Illinois’ state assessment system for grades 3-8 is due for an overhaul. We
encourage you to now go back to the drawing board and keep working to revamp both
the state assessment system and the state’s approach to supporting high-quality
assessment at the district, school and classroom level. By high-quality we mean
assessments that build on students’ own cultures, knowledge, and experiences;
encourage them to use what they learn in school to solve real world problems that
impact them; and are integrated into the classroom and curriculum so students get timely
and relevant feedback from their teachers and each other to deepen their learning. Any
such e�orts should be thoughtfully integrated into existing and past successful initiatives.

Here are our recommendations for what any redesign proposals should include:

✶ No increase in required state tests beyond what federal law mandates

The federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires annual math and reading
testing in third to eighth grade of every child in public school. States must use the same
large-scale standardized test for almost all students. This type of testing allows
comparisons performance on standardized tests across student groups and schools.
While there are better alternatives to testing every child every year and this requirement
is unique to the US school system, the state must continue this policy until the federal law
changes. However, to limit the harm that this type of testing can do at the student level
(e.g. anxiety) and the system level (e.g.narrowing the curriculum), the state should not
make annual summative testing any more burdensome than it has to be; and should not
attempt to draw conclusions about student, educator and school performance that can’t
be drawn from the data of a single test score.

✶ Better use of current IAR until contract ends: release of test items, better reportage

Illinois’ contract for the current Illinois Assessment of Readiness runs through 2025. Some
of the shortcomings of annual testing aren’t inherent to the format, and vendors could be
required to make some improvements for the coming school year. Tests are almost
entirely graded by computers, including short answer and essay questions; results could
be returned within weeks rather than months, so that classroom teachers, parents and
students could make use of that information during the school year the test was
administered in. Reports could include actual test items and responses and/or response



rates, and could show what questions and types of questions at the classroom, grade
and school level were answered correctly vs incorrectly.

✶ Shorten current IAR, possibly via adaptive testing

The testing time for IAR for third grade is 5.5 hours and 6 hours for 4-8th grades1. For
comparison, the SAT administered to IL 11th graders2 is just under 4 hours. The Smarter
Balanced Assessment Consortium test3 is untimed because it is an adaptive test, but the
estimated time is 4.5 hours for 3-5th grades and 4.75 hours for 6th-8th grades. The
current IAR time should be able to be reduced but still provide a snapshot of student
achievement in less time. Future summative tests could have even greater reduction in
length of testing time with the use of adaptive testing.

✶ Begin R&D on authentic, performance-based assessments

Although authentic assessment practices won’t fulfill current federal requirements for
annual testing, five states have begun piloting alternatives to summative standardized
tests through the Innovative Assessment Demonstration Authority4 that was authorized in
2015 under ESEA renewal. In addition, NY State has a set of high schools that use
performance-based assessment tasks and only participate in a single Regents Exam.5

Massachusetts has a consortium working on both performance assessments and better
school quality evaluation methods.6 Whether this work is done within or outside of
federal programs, Illinois should begin fostering innovative authentic summative
assessment programs even at a very small scale. At the high school level, this would be a
natural complement to IL’s existing competence-based high school pilot7 program.

✶ Professional Development to improve assessment literacy and support for
high-quality classroom assessments

The state should take a lead role in articulating what balanced assessment systems look
like and providing professional development on the e�ective use of a variety of
assessment information, including classroom-based formative assessment practices.8

Rather than dictating what assessment will look like at a local level through mandates,
the state should follow the philosophy and practices of a cooperative extension service
model: providing educators on the ground with research, knowledge, troubleshooting,
guidance and resources to support experimentation and implementation of best
practices. In 2015, the US Department of Education was encouraging states to create
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testing action plans9 to reduce overuse of standardized testing. At that time, ISBE
supported pilots10 in three Illinois districts to support local balanced assessment systems
and assessment literacy. This work was beneficial at a district level, and the state should
again take on pilots and larger-scale work in this area.

We urge you to commit to addressing these immediate improvements to the IAR, and we
look forward to working with you in the creation of a state assessment system that
supports the goal of an equitable public education for all Illinois public school students.

Sincerely,

Illinois Families for Public Schools

Illinois Federation of Teachers

Chicago Teachers Union

Learning Disabilities Association of Illinois

Raise Your Hand for Illinois Public Education

10 https://www.isbe.net/Documents/asmt-inventory-tool-150423.pdf
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