
 

Real action on climate change – making Australia a renewable energy 
superpower 
 
As a mother and a doctor who has cared for our community for over 20 years, I feel an obligation to 
step up and take responsibility for creating a better Australia, both now and for future generations.  
 
Climate change is not only an environmental issue. It is also an economic, health and national 
security issue. It presents grave risk, but also huge economic opportunities. If we act now, we can 
win by mitigating the risks and seizing the opportunities of a global clean energy boom. If we fail to 
act, the science could not be clearer. The recent IPCC Sixth Assessment Report indicates Australia's 
ecosystems, supply chains, infrastructure and our own adaptability are at extreme risk from the 
impacts of climate change1. It will affect the air we breathe, the water we drink and swim in, and the 
way of life enjoyed by generations of Australians. 
 
The Morrison Government has not taken climate action seriously. It took advocacy, hard work and 
pressure from Independent MP Zali Steggall for the Government to finally commit to net zero by 
2050. But this isn’t enough. Our net zero target must also be legislated to provide long-term 
investment and policy security and ensure any future government cannot walk back from Australia’s 
commitment.  
 
Scott Morrison’s Liberal Party is also taking Tony Abbott’s 2030 emissions reduction targets to the 
election. Australia must do better. We are currently ranked sixth highest globally for per capita 
emissions, while the UN Secretary General recently described Australia as one of the world’s 
“holdouts” on climate action2.  
 
Only last month, the Morrison Government cut funding to renewable energy in the budget, while 
simultaneously increasing funding for fossil fuels. We need a government that will lead on climate 
action. I am calling for at least a 50% cut in climate pollution by 2030. This target is in line with the 
science3, the ambitions of our states and territories, and what is being called for by the Business 
Council of Australia4 and the Australian Industry Group. 
 
The World Health Organization (WHO) and the Australian Medical Association (AMA) recognise 
climate change as one of the biggest threats to human health. As a GP I’ve seen the impacts of 
climate change on my patients. The smoke which blanketed Sydney during the Black Summer 
bushfires led to an increase in both cardiac and respiratory illness with many asthmatic people 
suffering. Climate anxiety is also causing mental health issues for many young Australians.  
 
While the Morrison Government convinced a court they had no duty of care to protect future 
generations from climate change, I decided to leave the job I love as a local GP, to fight for greater 
climate action. I did this because I feel that as a doctor, I have a responsibility to ensure the children 
of Australia have a healthy, safe and prosperous future. 
 
We are at a tipping point in our fight against climate change. This Government has wasted almost a 
decade and Australia risks being left behind when we have the potential to become a renewable 

 
1 https://www.ipcc.ch/assessment-report/ar6/  
2 https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/australia-a-holdout-on-climate-un-chief/jzufkwmqw  
3 https://www.ipcc.ch/2022/04/04/ipcc-ar6-wgiii-pressrelease/  
4 https://www.bca.com.au/achieving_net_zero_with_more_jobs_and_stronger_regions  

https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-i/
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/climate-change-and-health
https://www.ama.com.au/gpnn/issue-20-number-49/articles/ama-warns-about-health-impacts-climate-change
https://www.ipcc.ch/assessment-report/ar6/
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/australia-a-holdout-on-climate-un-chief/jzufkwmqw
https://www.ipcc.ch/2022/04/04/ipcc-ar6-wgiii-pressrelease/
https://www.bca.com.au/achieving_net_zero_with_more_jobs_and_stronger_regions


 
energy superpower. But the good news is that if we act now, we can avoid the worst impacts of 
climate change, protect our economy and lead the world in the clean energy era. 
 
Modelling shows5 that a strong 2030 climate reduction target will trigger an investment boom in our 
country that will create high-paying jobs around Australia. There are renewable energy businesses, 
experts, scientists and economists in Mackellar who have told me just how urgent federal 
government leadership is needed. Strong climate policy will unlock trillions of dollars in investment 
and give businesses the certainty they are asking for. My policy does just that by incentivising 
investment in renewables, our transmission network, electric vehicles and Australia’s natural 
environment.  
 
A good climate policy must also help Australians deal with the impacts of climate change we are 
experiencing now. That’s why my policy heeds the call of Australia’s emergency services by investing 
in adaptation measures and our emergency response capabilities while also providing much needed 
assistance to communities that are rebuilding after the recent unprecedented flood and fire events.  
 
As the Member for Mackellar, I will work toward tackling climate change and ensuring Australia 
becomes a renewable energy superpower by: 
 

1. Legislating Australia’s 2050 net zero target and setting a minimum 50% emission reduction 
target by 2030  

2. Supporting Australia’s electricity market regulator to deliver 80-94% renewable energy by 
2030 

3. Making Australia a renewable energy superpower with policies that support new jobs and 
industries in the global cleantech and energy boom  

4. Making electric vehicles accessible to everyday Australians  

5. Developing risk assessment and long-term adaptation strategies to protect our 
infrastructure, supply chains and communities from the impacts of climate change  

6. Protecting and investing in Australia’s natural environment to regenerate our nation  

7. Protecting Australians from the health impacts of climate change 

 
 

 
Dr Sophie Scamps 

Independent candidate for Mackellar 
 
 

 
5 https://igcc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/121020_IGCC-Report_Net-Zero-Investment-Opportunity.pdf  

https://media.news.com.au/multimedia/2021/NED-4717-Mission-Zero-special-report/Mission-Zero-booklet4.pdf  

https://igcc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/121020_IGCC-Report_Net-Zero-Investment-Opportunity.pdf
https://igcc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/121020_IGCC-Report_Net-Zero-Investment-Opportunity.pdf
https://media.news.com.au/multimedia/2021/NED-4717-Mission-Zero-special-report/Mission-Zero-booklet4.pdf


 

1. Legislating Australia’s 2050 net zero target and setting a minimum 50% emission 
reduction target by 2030  
 
Scott Morrison has adopted Tony Abbott’s 2030 emissions target – a 26-28% reduction in our 
emissions based on 2005 levels. This target is out of step with the science (which says the world 
must reduce emissions by a minimum of 45% by 20306), with our international partners, with 
Australia’s business community, and broader community expectations. 
 
We have been described as a climate laggard7 and as Australia continues to invest in fossil fuels, our 
major trading partners are moving to decarbonise their economies and some, including the EU and 
the US, are openly considering trade tariffs that could bar many of our traditional exports.  
 
The Business Council of Australia (BCA), together with other major corporations and organisations, is 
calling for a 46%-50% 2030 target to give business the certainty it needs to make capital and 
structural investments, and unlock trillions of dollars in investment opportunities.  
 
That is why I am calling for the next Parliament to set a minimum 50% 2030 emissions target. This 
target will, according to the BCA, “drive new investment and bring forward action in sectors such as 
electricity where we can deploy commercially viable technology at scale” and could help unlock an 
economic dividend of $890 billion and 195,000 jobs8. 
 
The Morrison Government’s Net Zero Plan risks causing catastrophic disruption to Australia’s 
economy by leaving it too late to decarbonise and relying on technologies that aren’t fully 
commercialised. It also fails to adequately deploy the technologies that are available now.  
 
Fortunately, significant work has already been done to create a framework to develop and deliver a 
net zero economy by 2050. Zali Steggall MP’s Climate Act Bill, which I support, is modelled on global 
best practice approaches to reduce emissions while growing national economies by: 

• Legislating emissions targets including a 2050 net zero target 

• Establishing an independent Climate Change Commission to provide expert advice on 
climate change to the government  

• Developing a national adaptation plan 

• Developing sectoral decarbonisation targets and plans  

• Undertaking technology readiness assessments to support deployment of technologies  
 
 
(Please see next page for specific policy actions) 
 

 

 
6https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/10/1103972#:~:text=Limiting%20global%20average%20temperature%20increases,keep%20it%20to%
20two%20degrees 
7 https://www.smh.com.au/environment/climate-change/australian-climate-change-isolationism-sees-it-fall-behind-the-world-20220419-
p5aect.html  
8 https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/bca/pages/6612/attachments/original/1633693581/BCA_Achieving_a_net_zero_economy_-
_9_October_2021.pdf?1633693581  

https://www.climateleaders.org.au/documents/CLC_Roadmap_to_2030_PUBLISHED.pdf
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/10/1103972#:~:text=Limiting%20global%20average%20temperature%20increases,keep%20it%20to%20two%20degrees
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/10/1103972#:~:text=Limiting%20global%20average%20temperature%20increases,keep%20it%20to%20two%20degrees
https://www.smh.com.au/environment/climate-change/australian-climate-change-isolationism-sees-it-fall-behind-the-world-20220419-p5aect.html
https://www.smh.com.au/environment/climate-change/australian-climate-change-isolationism-sees-it-fall-behind-the-world-20220419-p5aect.html
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/bca/pages/6612/attachments/original/1633693581/BCA_Achieving_a_net_zero_economy_-_9_October_2021.pdf?1633693581
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/bca/pages/6612/attachments/original/1633693581/BCA_Achieving_a_net_zero_economy_-_9_October_2021.pdf?1633693581


 
As the Member for Mackellar I will work to: 

• Support the implementation of Zali Steggall MP’s Climate Act Bill including legislating 
Australia’s 2050 net zero target 

• Set a minimum 50% 2030 emissions reduction target 

• Develop decarbonisation targets and plans for the energy, transport, heavy industry, 
resources, health, and agricultural sectors  

• Support communities and workers in the fossil fuel industry to retrain and retain jobs in the 
cleantech and clean energy booms 

• Support changes to the Safeguard Mechanism to align with net zero trajectories 

• End subsidies propping up dying fossil fuel industries 

• Work with the NSW state government and Northern Beaches Council to implement policies 
to achieve their own net zero targets 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

2. Supporting Australia’s electricity market regulator to deliver 80-94% renewable energy 
by 2030 
 
Renewable energy is cheaper than fossil fuel energy9. Australia should already be a renewable 
energy superpower. However, the Morrison Government has been too slow to act. At the same 
time, the crisis in Ukraine, which is leading to a price spike in coal and coal-fired power, shows that 
decreasing our reliance on fossil fuels is also crucial to our energy independence and national 
security10.  
 
Australia has an abundance of sun and wind, as well as cleantech mineral reserves like lithium. Not 
only should Australians enjoy some of the cheapest electricity in the world, but Australia should also 
play a pivotal role in powering the world’s transition to net zero. What’s needed now is the right 
policy settings to ensure these opportunities are realised. 
 
Despite having a government that actively stifles our renewables sector11, Australia still has world 
leading renewable projects, including the revolutionary Sun Cable project, which aims to provide 
Singapore with 30% of its power from a solar power plant in the Northern Territory. At a state level, 
the NSW Liberal Government is delivering a leading Energy Infrastructure Plan, South Australia has a 
renewable energy target of 500%12 and the ACT has a comprehensive electric vehicle policy.  
 
Improvements to Australia’s national transmission infrastructure, the National Electricity Market 
(NEM), are required to support the decarbonisation of Australia’s energy grid. The Australian 
Electricity Market Operator (AEMO) says that with the right federal policies and investment, 
renewables could deliver 94% of the NEM’s energy by 203013. 
 
AEMO’s Step Change scenario could deliver $29billion in net present value benefits, returning $2.50 
for every $1 invested14. The plan supports the development of up to 35 renewable energy zones15 
while investment in an interconnected grid would ensure energy reliability by leveraging different 
weather systems in different regions. This would ensure that the grid has enough distributed 
response from hydro, renewables and battery storage and render fossil fuels obsolete.  
 
My policies support AEMO’s Step Change scenario while also seeking to support the NSW Liberal 
Government's NSW Electricity Infrastructure Roadmap. By 2030, the NSW Government’s Roadmap is 
estimated to save households $130 per year in energy costs and businesses $430 per year. It is also 
projected to stimulate $32billion in private investment helping to create 23,000 jobs16. 
 
(Please see next page for specific policy actions) 
 
 
 

 
9 https://www.csiro.au/en/news/news-releases/2020/renewables-still-the-cheapest-new-build-power-in-australia  
10 https://www.afr.com/wealth/personal-finance/why-renewables-are-key-to-australia-s-national-security-20220405-p5ab1e  
11 https://www.afr.com/companies/energy/taylor-moves-to-delay-the-exit-of-coal-from-grid-20220407-p5abjc  
12 https://reneweconomy.com.au/south-australia-set-sights-on-stunning-new-target-of-500-pct-renewables-97917/#google_vignette  
13 https://aemo.com.au/newsroom/media-release/nem-prepares-for-step-change  
14 https://aemo.com.au/-/media/files/major-publications/isp/2022/appendix-6-cost-benefit-analysis.pdf?la=en 
https://aemo.com.au/-/media/files/major-publications/isp/2022/draft-2022-integrated-system-plan.pdf  
15 https://www.aemo.com.au/-/media/files/major-publications/isp/2022/appendix-3-renewable-energy-zones.pdf?la=en 
16 https://www.energy.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-12/NSW%20Electricity%20Infrastructure%20Roadmap%20-
%20Detailed%20Report.pdf 

https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=nsw+energy+infrastructure+plan&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8
https://www.csiro.au/en/news/news-releases/2020/renewables-still-the-cheapest-new-build-power-in-australia
https://www.afr.com/wealth/personal-finance/why-renewables-are-key-to-australia-s-national-security-20220405-p5ab1e
https://www.afr.com/companies/energy/taylor-moves-to-delay-the-exit-of-coal-from-grid-20220407-p5abjc
https://reneweconomy.com.au/south-australia-set-sights-on-stunning-new-target-of-500-pct-renewables-97917/#google_vignette
https://aemo.com.au/newsroom/media-release/nem-prepares-for-step-change
https://aemo.com.au/-/media/files/major-publications/isp/2022/appendix-6-cost-benefit-analysis.pdf?la=en
https://aemo.com.au/-/media/files/major-publications/isp/2022/draft-2022-integrated-system-plan.pdf
https://www.aemo.com.au/-/media/files/major-publications/isp/2022/appendix-3-renewable-energy-zones.pdf?la=en
https://www.energy.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-12/NSW%20Electricity%20Infrastructure%20Roadmap%20-%20Detailed%20Report.pdf
https://www.energy.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/2020-12/NSW%20Electricity%20Infrastructure%20Roadmap%20-%20Detailed%20Report.pdf


 
As the Member for Mackellar I will work to: 

• Support policy changes and investment that aligns with AEMO’s Step Change Scenario 

• Support integration of the grid with household solar, home and community batteries and 
electric vehicles  

• Support renewable energy zone development and microgrids 

• Support policies that incentivise the penetration of smart appliances to reduce peak demand 
and deliver costs savings, particularly for low-income households17   

• Ensure taxpayer money is not waster on uneconomic gas plants or extending the life of 
uneconomic coal-fired power stations  

• Support Helen Haines MP’s Local Power Plan18 and Cheaper Home Battery Plan19 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
17 https://www.pv-magazine-australia.com/2021/09/28/nsw-unveils-world-first-scheme-to-shift-electricity-demand-expects-saving-of-1-2-
billion-by-2040/  
18 https://www.helenhaines.org/bills/australian-local-power-
agency/#:~:text=The%20Plan%20proposes%20the%20establishment,and%20large%2Dscale%20renewable%20projects.  
19 https://www.helenhaines.org/media/haines-unveils-battery-powered-plan-to-slash-household-power-bills/  

https://www.pv-magazine-australia.com/2021/09/28/nsw-unveils-world-first-scheme-to-shift-electricity-demand-expects-saving-of-1-2-billion-by-2040/
https://www.pv-magazine-australia.com/2021/09/28/nsw-unveils-world-first-scheme-to-shift-electricity-demand-expects-saving-of-1-2-billion-by-2040/
https://www.helenhaines.org/bills/australian-local-power-agency/#:~:text=The%20Plan%20proposes%20the%20establishment,and%20large%2Dscale%20renewable%20projects
https://www.helenhaines.org/bills/australian-local-power-agency/#:~:text=The%20Plan%20proposes%20the%20establishment,and%20large%2Dscale%20renewable%20projects
https://www.helenhaines.org/media/haines-unveils-battery-powered-plan-to-slash-household-power-bills/


 

3. Making Australia a renewable energy superpower with policies that support new jobs 
and industries in the global cleantech and energy boom  
 
Australia has natural resources required to become a renewable energy superpower.  
 
Australia’s Clean Energy Innovation Fund, managed jointly by the Australian Renewable Energy 
Agency (ARENA) and the Clean Energy Finance Corporation (CEFC) has successfully supported 
renewable innovation over the last decade. ARENA alone has supported 618 projects and $1.87 
billion in grant funding, unlocking $6.92 billion in total investment20. It is a program that is regarded 
as highly successful by those in the industry. 
 
These programs are supporting Australian businesses to help grow our economy, including the 
renaissance of our manufacturing sector as we become pioneers in green steel and aluminium - 
traditionally emissions intensive heavy industries. Currently Australia is among the top five 
producers of most of the world’s key mineral commodities21 used in products (including batteries) to 
drive a low carbon economy, but those materials are sent offshore for processing. With the right 
policies and funding, Australia can adopt an approach to mine and refine cleantech minerals and 
manufacture cleantech products, like batteries, right here in Australia, expanding our mining and 
manufacturing sectors and creating thousands of jobs. Here on the Northern Beaches we already 
have a local business that has made some of Australia's first onshore-manufactured batteries22.  
 
However, ARENA has been subject to funding cuts by successive Coalition governments. This 
continued in the last Budget, as Scott Morrison announced further cuts to ARENA and CEFC with 
expenditure on climate change programs expected to be 35% lower in 2025-26 than it is right 
now23.  
 
The Morrison Government has also attacked the integrity of ARENA by attempting to alter its remit 
to allow it to support the fossil fuel industry, including unproven and expensive Carbon Capture and 
Storage (CCS) technology and non-green hydrogen projects24.  
 
Australia’s major trading partners are transitioning to net zero and some are seriously considering 
green trade tariffs25, putting our fossil fuel dominated export industry under threat. By value, over 
70 per cent of our coal and gas exports are to China, Japan and Korea, all countries which have 
committed to net zero greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by or before 2060, while all countries have 
flagged they expect to decrease the volume of fossil fuel imports in the coming decades. This leaves 
Australia’s coal and gas industries exposed to a significant decline in demand26.  
 
The Morrison’s Government’s Net Zero Plan27 proposed nothing new to address climate change and 
has many shortcomings. It fails to provide a plan for decarbonisation that will permit an orderly 
transition to net zero in Australia. It also ‘picks winners’ and supports unproven technologies and 

 
20 https://www.minister.industry.gov.au/ministers/taylor/media-releases/arena-board-appointments 
21 https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/BriefingBook43p/mineralssector 
22 https://www.empowerenergy.com.au 
23 https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2022/mar/29/australia-federal-budget-2022-climate-environment-morrison-
government-coalition-great-barrier-reef-angus-taylor  
24 https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2022/mar/28/morrison-plan-to-allow-renewable-agency-to-fund-fossil-fuels-blocked-by-
liberal-led-committee  
25 https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/feb/13/carbon-tariffs-what-are-they-and-what-could-they-mean-for-australia  
26 https://igcc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/IGCC-Investors-role-in-an-Equitable-Transition-to-net-zero-emissions_FINAL-
150720211-copy.pdf  
27 https://www.industry.gov.au/sites/default/files/October%202021/document/australias-long-term-emissions-reduction-plan.pdf  

https://www.minister.industry.gov.au/ministers/taylor/media-releases/arena-board-appointments
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/BriefingBook43p/mineralssector
https://www.empowerenergy.com.au/
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2022/mar/29/australia-federal-budget-2022-climate-environment-morrison-government-coalition-great-barrier-reef-angus-taylor
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2022/mar/29/australia-federal-budget-2022-climate-environment-morrison-government-coalition-great-barrier-reef-angus-taylor
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2022/mar/28/morrison-plan-to-allow-renewable-agency-to-fund-fossil-fuels-blocked-by-liberal-led-committee
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2022/mar/28/morrison-plan-to-allow-renewable-agency-to-fund-fossil-fuels-blocked-by-liberal-led-committee
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/feb/13/carbon-tariffs-what-are-they-and-what-could-they-mean-for-australia
https://igcc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/IGCC-Investors-role-in-an-Equitable-Transition-to-net-zero-emissions_FINAL-150720211-copy.pdf
https://igcc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/IGCC-Investors-role-in-an-Equitable-Transition-to-net-zero-emissions_FINAL-150720211-copy.pdf
https://www.industry.gov.au/sites/default/files/October%202021/document/australias-long-term-emissions-reduction-plan.pdf


 
fails to provide adequate funding for the economy-wide transition to net zero. For instance, the 
Coalition’s electric vehicle (EV) policy for Australia provides no support for EVs. The plan fails to 
recognise the importance of taking climate action in safeguarding Australia’s security and energy 
independence28.  
 
As the Member for Mackellar I will work to: 

• Support policies that stimulate Australia’s net zero manufacturing sector including the 
Coalition’s Critical Minerals Strategy29 

• Increase funding for ARENA and CEFC and protect their integrity by ensuring their remit does 
not change to include support for the fossil fuel industry  

• Support changes to Australia’s Hydrogen Strategy, to align with the Liberal NSW 
Government’s Hydrogen strategy, to ensure it focuses solely on green hydrogen 

• Stop the relaxation of approvals for fossil fuel projects30  

• Protect Australia’s coastline by supporting policies to stop the drilling for fossil fuels off 
Australia’s coastline, aligning with the Liberal government’s recent cancellation of the PEP-
11 licence that would have allowed drilling for oil and gas off the coast of my electorate  

• Support an inquiry into policy measures to support the equitable transition of communities 
impacted by the renewable energy transition 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
28 https://www.aslcg.org/open-letter/  
29 https://www.industry.gov.au/data-and-publications/2022-critical-minerals-strategy  
30 https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2022/mar/15/coalition-to-allow-some-mining-projects-to-bypass-federal-environmental-
approvals 

 

https://www.aslcg.org/open-letter/
https://www.industry.gov.au/data-and-publications/2022-critical-minerals-strategy
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4. Making electric vehicles accessible to everyday Australians 
 
As an Australian who is privileged enough to own solar panels on my roof and an electric vehicle 
(EV), I know first-hand how much money an EV can save a family. There are some weeks where my 
car costs nothing to charge and run.  
 
Owning an electric vehicle and having solar panels on our homes should not be a privilege or a 
luxury. Access to affordable EVs and cheap energy should be the right of all Australians. 
 
Across the world, people are enjoying the cost savings associated with EVs, however Australia is 
being left behind. In 2021, just 2% of new car sales in Australia were EVs, up from less than 1% in 
202031.  
 
While this growth is encouraging, we are well behind the rest of the world. International Energy 
Agency (IEA) data shows 6.6 million EVs were sold globally in 2021, representing 9% of the global 
market32. In Norway, 72% of new cars sold in 2021 were EVs33. While there is clearly demand for EVs 
in Australia, many Australians are left on waiting lists that are months long34 as manufacturers 
choose to send cars to countries with supportive policies.  
 
Transport represents 20% of Australia’s emissions with 62% of that attributable to passenger cars35. 
Reducing transport emissions is critical to decarbonising Australia and we have the technology 
available now to make that happen.  
 
A national framework and policy to increase sales of EVs in Australia not only makes sense from an 
emissions reduction and cost of living perspective, but also from an energy independence 
perspective. The Russian invasion of Ukraine has led to massive spikes in oil prices and highlighted 
Australia’s dependence on foreign fossil fuels. It’s time to become energy independent. 
 
Scott Morrison’s Future Fuels Strategy is inadequate. It will lead to only a 3% increase in EV 
penetration compared to business as usual36 - this isn’t good enough. It also fails to recognise the 
opportunity EV batteries provide as distributed energy sources to support the grid and Australia's 
energy independence. For example, the government has announced $260million37 for increased 
diesel storage in comparison to only $74million to support EV take up3839.  
 
Australia is also lagging the world in fuel efficiency standards, and we risk becoming a dumping 
ground for old, dirty and expensive car models in the future. The introduction of CO2 regulations in 
Europe led to a significant drop in average CO2 emissions intensity of new vehicles. (From 160g/km 
in 2006 to 132g/km in 2012. 
 
(Please see next page for specific policy actions) 

 
31 https://electricvehiclecouncil.com.au/ev-sales-boom-presents-chance-to-capture-serious-electric-benefits-if-government-acts-now/  
32 https://www.iea.org/commentaries/electric-cars-fend-off-supply-challenges-to-more-than-double-global-sales  
33 https://www.iea.org/commentaries/electric-cars-fend-off-supply-challenges-to-more-than-double-global-sales  
34 https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/mar/27/sold-out-why-australia-doesnt-have-enough-electric-vehicles-to-go-around  
35 https://www.industry.gov.au/sites/default/files/October%202021/document/australias_emissions_projections_2021_0.pdf  
36 https://theconversation.com/as-the-world-surges-ahead-on-electric-vehicle-policy-the-morrison-governments-new-strategy-leaves-
australia-idling-in-the-garage-169824  
37 https://business.gov.au/grants-and-programs/boosting-australias-diesel-storage-program  
38 https://business.gov.au/grants-and-programs/boosting-australias-diesel-storage-program 
39 https://www.industry.gov.au/data-and-publications/future-fuels-and-vehicles-strategy  
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As the Member for Mackellar I will work to: 

• Develop a National EV Strategy with inter-governmental support that includes incentives, 
infrastructure and the recommendations of AEMO to prepare the grid to use EVs as 
Distributed Energy Resources40   

• Fast-track government investment in Australia’s public EV charging infrastructure  

• Encourage the federal government to match cash incentives provided by the NSW, 
Queensland, Victorian and South Australian governments for new EVs  

• Abolish stamp duty and fringe benefits tax (for fleets) and registration for EVs (aligning with 
current Australian best practice policies in the ACT and NSW) with the aim of ensuring EVs 
make up 50% of new car sales by 2030 

• Introduce an emissions ceiling and fuel efficiency standards of 105g/km as recommended by 
the Climate Change Authority 

• Advocate for the NSW Liberal Government’s plan to deliver zero emissions transport and EV 
infrastructure  

• Support the Northern Beaches Council in delivering its EV Charging Infrastructure Plan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
40 https://aemo.com.au/en/consultations/industry-forums-and-working-groups/list-of-industry-forums-and-working-groups/deip-ev-
taskforce  

https://files.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/policies-register/transport-and-active-travel-strategies-and-plans/transport-and-active-travel/electric-vehicle-charging-infrastructure-plan.PDF
https://aemo.com.au/en/consultations/industry-forums-and-working-groups/list-of-industry-forums-and-working-groups/deip-ev-taskforce
https://aemo.com.au/en/consultations/industry-forums-and-working-groups/list-of-industry-forums-and-working-groups/deip-ev-taskforce


 

5. Developing risk assessment and long-term adaptation strategies to protect our 
infrastructure, supply chains and communities from the impacts of climate change  
 
The Black Summer bushfires and the recent flooding in NSW and Queensland have demonstrated 
the devastating impacts of climate change on infrastructure, supply chains and our communities. 
Australia continues to be reactive to natural disasters instead of benefitting from long term planning, 
despite the Royal Commission into National Natural Disaster Arrangements and the work of the 
Emergency Leaders for Climate Action. 
 
The IPCC41 and Australia’s CSIRO both report the likelihood of increasing extreme weather events 
and catastrophes in Australia over the coming decades. The cost of failing to mitigate and adapt to 
climate change is already costing the Australian economy $39 billion every year and this cost is 
estimated to increase to $94 billion per year by 206042 if action isn’t taken.  
 
Australia urgently needs a National Adaptation Plan. This is recommended in the Paris Agreement 
and 106 countries already have one43. Australia’s National Climate Adaptation Strategy44 has been 
ranked last in an independent assessment of national adaptation strategies45. It fails to provide 
targets, detail, or sufficient strategies to improve Australia’s resilience and has not been submitted 
to the United Nations46. This is completely unacceptable for a country amongst the most vulnerable 
to the impacts of climate change.  
 
Here in Mackellar we see the Wakehurst Parkway regularly closed due to flooding and most recently 
major flooding led to significant property damage on the Northern Beaches. Coastal erosion is also a 
huge issue in my electorate, with Collaroy in Australia’s top 10 suburbs most at risk of property 
damage due to coastal erosion47.  
 
Corporate Australia understands the risk of climate change to business and regulators are requiring 
greater disclosure of climate risk to the market aligned with the UN Taskforce on Climate-Related 
Financial Disclosure. It is clear corporate Australia already understands the climate risk it faces, and 
businesses are developing resilience strategies to protect their bottom line. The Australian 
government must do the same to protect our economy and to protect Australians.  
 
Even if the world is successful in keeping global temperature rises to 1.5 degrees - we cannot escape 
the impacts of a warmer climate. The cost of not acting far exceeds the cost of acting early and 
planning for resilience.  
 
(Please see next page for specific policy actions) 
 
 

 

 

 
41 https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2018/02/WGIIAR5-Chap25_FINAL.pdf  
42 https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/resources/markets-moving-economic-costs-australias-climate-inaction/  
43 https://australiainstitute.org.au/post/new-analysis-australia-backsliding-in-climate-adaptation-approach/’ 
44 https://www.awe.gov.au/science-research/climate-change/adaptation/strategy/ncras-2021-25  
45 https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1462901118306592?via%3Dihub  
46 https://reneweconomy.com.au/ipcc-exposes-morrison-governments-catastrophic-failures-on-climate-2/ 
47 https://au.finance.yahoo.com/news/25-billion-at-risk-of-coastal-erosion-231229643.html  
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As the Member for Mackellar I will work to: 

• Fight for a National Adaptation Plan to be developed for Australia, aligned to the Paris 
Agreement and for it to be submitted to the UN by the end of 2022 

• Better resource fire and land management agencies to manage fuels, and rapidly detect and 
attack new outbreaks 

• Create an Indigenous-led National Cultural Fire Strategy to complement and inform fuel 
management by agencies 

• Review and update Australian building standards in bushfire-prone areas 

• Better coordinate and resource wildlife recovery efforts 

• Support competitive funding for regional areas to innovate adaptation strategies and 
support vulnerable areas.  

• Advocate at a local level to deliver adaptation strategies that prevent maladaptation and 
negative environmental outcomes  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

6. Protecting and investing in Australia’s natural environment to regenerate our nation 
 
Australia’s natural environment and land sector is critical to meeting our net zero ambitions. Our 
abundant rainforest and bush habitats are not only beautiful, but important carbon sinks. We also 
have abundant ‘blue carbon’ resources - which include mangroves, sea grasses and tidal marshes - 
which can sequester up to two to four times more carbon than terrestrial forests48.  
 
In fact, Australia boasts around 12% of the world’s coastal blue carbon ecosystems49 and their 
protection has been listed as an international priority, while in 2022 blue carbon habitats were 
added to the Emission Reduction Fund (ERF) methodologies.  
 
However Australia has one of the highest rates of land clearing in the developed world50. It’s not 
only land clearing that is threatening Australia’s ability to sequester carbon in our natural assets, but 
mass mangrove deforestation is also occurring here in Australia. To reach our net zero target we 
need to regenerate our nation. This includes 8 mega hectares of tree planting51 as well as the 
restoration of blue carbon habitats.  
 
Regeneration and land and fire management must also consider Indigenous land management 
practices and the Indigenous Rangers Program52. It is pleasing that the government committed 
funding of $746m over a seven-year period, however I would like to see this program expanded and 
equal employment opportunities provided for female rangers in the future. 
 
Australian Carbon Credits (ACCUs) will also play a crucial role in the carbon offset market, generating 
revenue for farmers and offsetting emissions. Recently the integrity of the ERF system has been 
questioned, jeopardising confidence in the sector53.  
 
Integrity must be restored in Australia’s ERF system, and I join calls for a parliamentary inquiry into 
the program. That review must also consider the expansion of the ERF methodologies to include 
innovative and emerging land sector projects.  
 
As the Member for Mackellar I will work to: 

• Establish a Parliamentary inquiry into the Emission Reduction Fund to ensure the integrity of 
offsets and review their application in the context of Australia’s decarbonisation plans 

• Expand the Emission Reduction Fund to including innovative technologies such as savanna 
fire management 

• Support agricultural programs that encourage farmers to protect diversity and increase tree 
coverage 

• Protect and re-grow Australia’s blue carbon ecosystems 

• Expand the Indigenous Rangers Program  

 

 
48 https://bluecarbonpartnership.org/about-blue-carbon/  
49 https://www.awe.gov.au/science-research/climate-change/ocean-sustainability/coastal-blue-carbon-ecosystems  
50 https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/jan/13/australia-the-only-developed-nation-on-world-list-of-deforestation-hotspots  
51 https://www.climateworkscentre.org/resource/decarbonisation-futures-solutions-actions-and-benchmarks-for-a-net-zero-emissions-
australia/  
52 https://www.niaa.gov.au/indigenous-affairs/environment/indigenous-ranger-programs  
53 https://www.9news.com.au/national/australia-emissions-reduction-fund-fraud-environment-anu-research/121112fb-2f1a-418d-ae28-
ff1f692be043  
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7. Protecting Australians from the health impacts of climate change 
 
As outlined in my health policy, the climate crisis is a health crisis. The World Health Organisation 
has stated that climate change is the biggest threat facing humanity54. Heat has killed more 
Australians than any other extreme weather event55 and fossil fuel air pollution causes more than 
5,000 Australian deaths per year56. 
 
In September 2019, the Australian Medical Association (AMA) also declared climate change a human 
health emergency57 and endorsed Zali Steggall MP’s Climate Act Bill. 
 
There are rising rates of eco anxiety, particularly in children and young people58, which is associated 
with inadequate government responses to climate change59. The climate crisis worsens health 
inequities, particularly for our most vulnerable, including young people, the elderly, First Nations 
communities, the homeless, refugees and people without secure employment.  
  
Bushfires, extreme heat, pollution, floods, droughts, shifts in infectious disease and rising allergens 
have a costly effect on our health and put added pressure on our healthcare sector, a sector that is 
already operating at an unsustainable level.  
  
Extreme weather events are having a huge impact on people’s mental health, in many instances for 
years after the events occur. In many communities throughout Australia we’ve seen clinically 
diagnosed post-traumatic stress disorder, anxiety disorders, depression and suicide increase during 
the years following such events60. 
 
In terms of our economy, tradies in my electorate are worried about having to work earlier to avoid 
the heat soaring summer temperatures and having to put jobs on hold due to extreme weather 
events - including recent floods. The reality is that Australia is one of the countries on the frontline 
of climate-health impacts, yet we have no national plan to mitigate and adapt to the impacts. This 
must urgently change. 
 

As the Member for Mackellar I will work to: 

• Establish a Parliamentary inquiry into the impacts of climate change on human health  

• Support the implementation of a National Climate, Health and Wellbeing Strategy 

• Take urgent policy and legislative action to address climate change 

• Increase funding for research into climate impacts on physical and mental health, and health 
system preparedness 

• Increase the capacity of health services and the healthcare workforce to respond to climate 
impacts on mental and physical health 

• Resource primary care (e.g. PHNs) to develop evidence-based climate 

 
54 https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/climate-change-and-health 
55 https://www.dea.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/DEA-Fact-Sheet_HeatwavesWEB.pdf 
56 https://www.science.org.au/curious/people-medicine/air-pollution-whats-situation  
57 https://www.ama.com.au/ama-rounds/16-july-2021/articles/climate-emergency-must-not-be-ignored  
58 https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(21)00278-3/fulltext  
59 https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3918955  
60 https://www.dea.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Report-How-Climate-Change-Affects-Mental-Health-in-Australia-v3-1.pdf 
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