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Meet the 2022 Scholarship Winners! 
First Affirmative Financial Network Emeriti present the 2022 ESG for Impact! Scholarship recipients. 

 
 Amelia Brinkerhoff recently completed her MBA/MS dual degree from the 

University of Michigan Business School and the Erb Institute for Global Sustainable 

Enterprise, building on a BS degree in Agricultural & Environmental Sciences from 

McGill University. She has worked on climate risk assessment for private equity 

firms, insurance industry ESG integration, institutional carbon neutrality planning, 

and renewable energy M&A. Amelia’s newest role is as an ESG consultant for PwC. 

She writes: “I would be thrilled to learn from professionals and build out my 

understanding of sustainable finance, because I'll be working with clients to 

investigate and build sustainable investment products.” 

 
Derrik Chen is a sophomore at Northwestern University, majoring in Economics and 
Sustainability, intersecting fields he has embraced since high school. He writes: “My 
ideal job would be as a client-facing ESG Analyst, Sustainability Advisor, or Portfolio 
Manager at a sustainability-focused asset or wealth management firm… I hope to 
become a leader in the ESG field. Having the opportunity to connect with industry 
leaders and learn how they are catalyzing a shift to a more equitable and 
environmentally responsible economy would… deepen my interest and 
understanding of sustainable investing.” 

 
Emily Farley Chang earned a Master of Public Administration from New York 
University, where she was a deal team leader for the NYU Impact Investment Fund. 
She previously earned a BS in applied psychology and is currently pursuing an MBA 
at NYU. Emily writes: “My short-term career goals center around being an ESG 
investment associate in a global asset management group… I want to attend the 
2022 ESG for Impact Conference to expand my knowledge of the field of impact 
investors and learn from leaders in the field [about] the most current trends and 
opportunities.” 

 
Vanessa Lowe has supported community development and social justice for over 30 
years. She recently retired from federal service where she had worked on access to 
capital for underserved communities. Vanessa leads the community investing 
activities of the Unitarian Universalist Association Common Endowment Fund as a 
member of the Investment Committee. She has earned an MBA from the Wharton 
School and a BS in Education from Temple University, and is pursuing the Chartered 
Financial Consultant designation. She writes: “I hope to grow my financial education 
and consulting practice with a focus on helping BIPOC communities optimize 
employer retirement plans, IRAs, and other critical vehicles for building generational 
wealth.” 



 
Bonnie Maize recently began a career in financial services, graduated from the 

personal financial planning program at Kansas State University, and opened her own 

practice — after raising a family. She writes: “I live in an area with very few fee-only 

planners and no ESG investment advisors, so I opened my own practice… to serve 

those areas. My passion is in working with underserved communities… especially 

women in transition and members of LGBTQ and minority communities… because I 

believe in the power of using our wealth to effect positive change.” Bonnie has a 

Juris Doctor from Washburn University and a BS in Agriculture from Kansas State 

University. 

 
Carey Morgan recently transitioned careers from nonprofit management to financial 

planning and earned her CFP™ credential last year. She is a partner in Livelihood LLC, 

a fee-only financial advisory in Philadelphia. Carey earned her BA in history from 

Georgetown University and an MA in Sustainable Development from the School for 

International Training. Carey writes: “I still have a lot to learn about ESG investing, 

which I hope will become the focus of my practice as it grows... The conference will 

give me a deeper knowledge of the field and its potential impact on communities 

that are sometimes marginalized from traditional investing.” 

 
Shivi Sharma is a sophomore at Northeastern University, majoring in Business 

Administration with a concentration in Finance, where she serves as a Senior 

Investment Analyst in the University’s Impact Investing Initiative. She is also an 

editor for the Harvard Kennedy School's Human Rights Policy Journal. Shivi writes: 

“The Conference will expose me to cross-regional perspectives on SRI/ESG trends in 

areas including fintech and community development. I want to speak with 

professionals to understand what roles exist for a young woman of color in this 

space. What skills are crucial to develop? How can I move with the industry and 

continue to shape it?” 

 
Stephen Snider is transitioning his career from traditional corporate finance to 

sustainable investing. He earned a BA in Economics from Macalester College and a 

Master’s degree in Global Development Practice with a certificate in sustainability 

from Harvard University. He currently serves as Sustainable Investing Lead at oikos 

International, where he organizes events and conferences to educate and inform on 

Sustainable Finance, Impact Investing, and ESG. Stephen intends to work for 

individual and institutional clients who are focused on the Caribbean region, 

especially his home island of Jamaica, and sought out the conference to accelerate 

the journey. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ABOUT THE ESG FOR IMPACT CONFERENCE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

The emeritus representatives of First Affirmative Financial Network founded the SRI Scholarship Program in 2015 

to help ensure that the culture, commitment, and competence of the impact investing movement be sustained 

into the next generation. We believe the values-driven, multi-disciplinary community of practice that has formed 

the foundation of the now robust Sustainable Responsible Impact investment industry (aka ESG) is a unique and 

vital part of this business sector. As people who brought the concept and practice of investing for fair returns and 



positive impact to the public one client conversation at a time, we understand the value of personal connection. 

We bring a diverse group of top students and young professionals to ESG For Impact! so they can experience and 

be welcomed into this community. 

In service of these goals, we actively solicit a diverse group of applicants and then ‘blind’ the applications before 

sending them to our readers who score them based on specific criteria and many years of experience. We require 

the winners to communicate what they are learning to their networks as a condition of the scholarship. We use 

the time at the conference to integrate winners into the community with personal introductions and mentoring. 

After the conference, we stay in touch and integrate them into a network of winners across class years. 

We treat all donors as equal contributors, regardless of the size of their donation, to maintain the communal and 

collaborative culture of the project. We operate exclusively with volunteer labor so ALL donations go toward 

maximizing the number of winners who can attend the conference. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

VERY SPECIAL THANKS TO: 

Our Generous Donors: Emily Bowen; Jan Bryan CFP®; Ron Cohen EA-LTC; Bob Dreizler, 
ChFC; Nick Eggert; Georgette Frazer and Don Beyer; George Gay, First Affirmative; Dwain 
Gump; Susan S. Hansen, Hansen Advisory Services, Inc.; Linda Jacobs; Michael Kramer, 
Natural Investments; Gary Matthews; Harry Moran, Sustainable Wealth Advisors; Allan 
Moskowitz; Celia Mueller; Kevin O'Keefe; Mark A. Regier, Praxis Mutual Funds;  Steve 
Schueth; Mo Shafroth; Simonetti Sandmel Family; Eric Smith; Holly Testa, First 
Affirmative; Amy Thacker.   
 

Our Readers: Georgette Frazer, Linda Jacobs, Charles Sandmel, Steve Schueth. 

Our Fund Raisers: Linda Jacobs and Celia Mueller. 

And Our Fiscal Partner: The Crane Institute of Sustainability / Intentional Endowments 

Network, www.intentionalendowments.org, especially Noreen Marton. 
 

JOIN US: 

Please consider joining us in this work by making a tax-deductible contribution to the 

ESG Conference Scholarship Fund through our fiscal partner The Crane Institute of 

Sustainability, home of the Intentional Endowments Network at: 

https://www.intentionalendowments.org/esg_conference_scholarship.  

Questions? Comments! More Information…  

esg4impactscholars@gmail.com. 
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