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St. George backers grudgingly give up fight

The city of St. George is dead,
at least for now.

Capping off a laborious effort
that stretched on for nearly two
years, the never-say-die grass-
roots organizers behind the
proposed city in the southern

part of East Baton Rouge Par-
ish officially conceded Thurs-
day.

But they’re only raising the
white flag for this battle, adding
that they still believe the war is
ultimately theirs to win — even
if it takes years to achieve the
local control over taxes and
schools they’re seeking.

In a statement released
Thursday morning, St. George
spokesman Lionel Rainey said
the group will not appeal a state
judge’s recent decision to toss
their lawsuit against the East
Baton Rouge Parish Registrar’s
Office for voiding their petition
to get the city proposal on the
ballot. The time and cost to liti-

gate the case prohibited mov-
ing forward, he said.

Under state law, that means
they’ll have to wait two years
to restart the petition process
from scratch. It means that 21
months of canvassing and fun-
draising, resulting in the col-
lection of more signatures on a
petition than any other group in
state history, will be voided.

“Nothing has been won. All
they succeeded in doing is tem-
porarily delaying the demo-

cratic process,” said Rainey,
who also took a shot at oppo-
nents of the effort, such as the
group Better Together. That or-
ganization put together its own
grass-roots movement against
the formation of a new city,
persuading hundreds of people
who signed the petition to re-
move their names.

“Our opponents claim to
have a desire to bring people
together. By fighting to deny
people the right to vote, these

groups have driven a perma-
nent wedge. They have not
poured water on this fire. They
poured gasoline on it,” Rainey
said. “We are as committed as
ever to accomplish our goal of
providing excellent public edu-
cation for all the children of St.
George and to create a city that
serves the needs of all of its
citizens.”

The lawsuit was their last

BY REBEKAH ALLEN
rallen@theadvocate.com

“By fighting to deny people the right to vote, these groups have driven a permanent wedge.
They have not poured water on this fire.They poured gasoline on it.”

LIONEL RAINEY, St. George spokesman

But group vows to try again to form city

äSee ST. GEORGE, page 4A

The final Baton Rouge lakes
master plan shown to residents
Thursday evening at LSU
skews more to a focus on wa-
ter quality and habitat creation
than a previous draft plan.

Out are proposed cafes and
in are measures designed to at-
tract more birds, provide bet-

ter habitat for fish and create
filtering wetlands.

The Baton Rouge Area Foun-
dation announced last year it
was hiring specialists to come
up with a master plan for the
future of the six lakes in the
Baton Rouge lake system. The
health of the lakes has declined
over the years due to pollutants
and sediment brought in by
stormwater runoff — both of

which made the lakes shallow
in some places.

While the specialists hired
by BRAF started off thinking
about building places around
the lake that could preserve
the feeling of south Louisiana,
over time, it became clear peo-
ple were concerned about other
things.

“People were really wanting
to hear about water quality,”

said Kinder Baumgardner,
landscape architect and presi-
dent of SWA Group, which is
developing the plan.

As such, the plan still includes
building wetlands around the
lakes, to be constructed with
some of the material that will
be dredged. The wetlands will
aid in keeping pollutants and

BY AMY WOLD
awold@theadvocate.com

Habitat, water quality focus of lakes plan

An artist rendering shows what a proposed May Street Park
could look like as included in the Baton Rouge lakesmaster plan.äSee LAKES, page 4A

4Marines killed in attack

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. — A gunman
unleashed a barrage of fire at a
recruiting center and another
U.S. military site a few miles
apart in Chattanooga on Thurs-
day, killing at least four Marines,
officials said. The attacker also
was killed.

Federal authorities said they
were investigating the possibility
it was an act of terrorism, and the
FBI took charge of the case.

Authorities identified the gun-
man as Kuwaiti-born Muham-
mad Youssef Abdulazeez, 24, of
Hixson, Tennessee, though the
spelling of his first name was in
dispute, with federal officials and
records giving at least four varia-
tions.

A U.S. official said there was no
indication Abdulazeez was on the
radar of federal law enforcement
before the shootings. The official
was not authorized to discuss the
case and spoke on condition of
anonymity.

The shootings took place min-
utes apart, with the gunman stop-
ping his car and spraying dozens
of bullets first at a recruiting
center for all branches of the

military, then apparently driving
to a Navy-Marine training cen-
ter 7 miles away, authorities and
witnesses said. The attacks were
over within a half-hour.

In addition to the Marines
killed, three people were reported
wounded, including a sailor who
was said to have been seriously
hurt.

BY LUCAS L. JOHNSON
and KATHLEEN FOODY
Associated Press

Chattanooga Times Free Press photo by TIM BARBER

The windows of the Armed Forces Recruitment Center are pockmarked with bullet holes from a shooting as the area is cordoned off,
with blue shell-casing markers scattered throughout the parking lot on Thursday in Chattanooga, Tenn.

Gunman also slain in shootings at two Chattanoogamilitary facilities

äSee ATTACK, page 5A

BR officials
cancel event
featuring
Boosie

Citing unspecified security concerns, the
East Baton Rouge city-parish government has
pulled the plug on the 13th annual Black and
WhiteAffair,apopularpartyscheduledforSat-
urday that was to have featured the rap artist
Torrence “Boosie Badazz” Hatch as a special
celebrity guest host.

Boosie Badazz, who formerly went by the
name “Lil Boosie,” was acquitted in Baton
Rouge of orchestrating a murder-for-hire
scheme in 2009. One of the rapper’s protégés,
Michael “Marlo Mike” Louding, was convicted
in the fatal shooting of Terry Boyd, who was
killed as he sat on a sofa inside a Vermilion
Drive home on Oct. 21, 2009.

Perfect10ProductionsLLCpostedonitsoffi-

BY DANIELLE MADDOX
dmaddox@theadvocate.com

äSee BOOSIE, page 4A

Colo. shooter
found guilty

CENTENNIAL, Colo. —Colorado theater shooter
James Holmes was convicted Thursday in
the chilling 2012 attack on defenseless mov-
iegoers at a midnight Batman premiere after
jurors swiftly rejected defense arguments
that the former graduate student was insane

BY SADIE GURMAN
Associated Press

äSee GUILTY, page 5A
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resort at saving the peti-
tion, a document with almost
18,000 signatures from regis-
tered voters seeking an elec-
tion to create the new city of
roughly 107,000 people in the
more affluent southern part
of the parish. Registrar Steve
Raborn in June determined
the group’s efforts came up 71
signatures short.

St. George leaders then filed
suit, saying the registrar’s val-
idation process was flawed.
But the lawsuit was reject-
ed by 19th Judicial District
Court Judge Wilson Fields,
who found there wasn’t a le-
gal remedy available to force
Raborn to take a fresh look at
the petition. The merits of the
St. George group’s criticisms
of the registrar were never
debated.

Rainey said the time it would
take to fully litigate their case
could exceed two years and
cost about $250,000 in legal
fees.

But Rainey said the people
behind St. George are still
motivated and will continue to
evaluate their options.

“Efforts of this magnitude
rarely happen quickly any-
where in the country,” he said.
“Sandy Springs (in Georgia)
took over 20 years, and the
city of Central took six years.
We’ve been at this for two.”
Both independent cities have
served as blueprints for St.
George, both because of their
path to incorporation and their
privatized city services.

There’s no time constraint
on returning to the state Leg-
islature, where their fight
originated. St. George was
born out of a desire to create
an independent school system
in the southeastern part of the
parish, but the Legislature
rejected funding it two years
in a row, with opponents say-
ing the area wasn’t a city so it
shouldn’t have its own school
system.

The group also could wait
the two years and start the pe-
tition process over to create a
new city. Leaders within the
group have floated the idea
of trying with a smaller foot-
print next time, because now
they have data that shows
where their support is weak
and strong.

The proposed city has been
aggressively opposed by city-
parish leaders, in addition
to Better Together, because
of concern that the new city
could financially devastate
the parish budget by diverting
tax dollars away. It also would
pave the way for a new school
system that carries similar op-
position from education lead-
ers. Others have taken issue
with the fact that the region
is geographically whiter and
more affluent than the area
it is separating from, an issue
that has caught the attention
of national media.

Mary Olive Pierson, an at-
torney representing the city-
parish against St. George,
said she was pleased that Ba-
ton Rouge is “safe for now”
and suggested that St. George
leaders would be better served
spending the next two years
trying to help improve the cur-
rent school system rather than
devising a plan B.

“It’s not really a victory
when the other side is still
angry and hostile and deter-
mined to continue this battle,”
Pierson said. “Instead of work-
ing so hard to stay out, they
could work to help improve
schools and the city.”

She said if St. George lead-
ers try again to create a new
city with a smaller footprint,

she expects they will be even
more challenged by a lack of
revenue for their city, as cities
depend on sizable businesses
to generate sales and other
taxes.

Better Together leader M.E.
Cormier said it’s time to turn
the focus back to the schools
and move past the divisive-
ness that has pervaded the
parish around the issue.

“It is time to move past our
differences,” she said. “It is
time to realize that, while two
groups of citizens disagreed
about the means, we all share
the same goal — excellent
public schools that are sup-
ported by our community.”

But Cormier also said that in
the event St. George organiz-
ers re-emerge at a later date,
she is also ready and willing to
renew her own efforts to keep
the parish together.

“I’m not going anywhere,
and my No. 1 priority is main-
taining the East Baton Rouge
Parish school system as a
whole, so my child can have
a superior education to my
own,” she said.

For volunteers who dedicat-
ed their time and energy to St.
George, the news was a tough
pill to swallow.

St. George delivered the
news to their followers on
its Facebook page Thursday
morning.

“This saddens me beyond
words,” wrote Richard Waller,
a supporter of the movement,
on the Facebook page. “I’m
retired and can’t afford to re-
locate to another parish. My
tax dollars have been wasted
for years and now there is no
relief in sight.”

Brad Guillot, another com-
menter, expressed frustration
with the group for giving up.

“Fail. You guys should ap-
peal on principle, and to keep
the issue at the forefront dur-
ing the next election cycle,”
he wrote. “I guess it’s a good
thing the framers didn’t give
up so easily.”

Dwight Hudson, a loyal vol-
unteer with a newborn baby
who moved to the area with
his wife from Central, said in
an interview they won’t give
up.

“It’s discouraging,” he said.
“We moved to south Baton
Rouge because we wanted
to be closer to the city and
closer to work and because
our church is over here. It’s a
great community, but the one
thing we’re missing is good
education, and we’re not ex-
cited about having to pay tens
of thousands of dollars for pri-
vate school.”

But Hudson said he and his
wife are ready to take up the
fight again when the time
comes.

“We’ve done some positive
things, creating a debate that
wasn’t really happening in this
parish,” he said. “No one was
making any concrete efforts
to change things. But now it’s
time to reboot and make this
happen two years from now.”

Follow Rebekah Allen on
Twitter, @rebekahallen.
For more coverage of
city-parish government,
follow City Hall Buzz blog at
http://blogs.theadvocate.com/
cityhallbuzz/.

ST. GEORGE
Continued from page 1A

sediment out of the lakes.
The design also includes a

plan to take the first inch of
rainwater runoff that falls and
drains into the lake system
through a created wetland and
then pipe it into Company Ca-
nal around the lakes and into
Bayou Duplantier. The first
flush of rainwater usually car-
ries the highest concentrations
of nutrients washed off peo-
ple’s lawns. By diverting this
water into the bayou and wet-
lands, the plants will help take
out nutrients that contribute to
poor water quality in the lakes.

Fish and bird habitat im-
provements will come from
providing various depths of
water, plant life and even using
some of the stumps to be pulled
from the bottom of the lakes to
give birds and turtles a place
to rest, much as they do now in
other areas of the lake.

The final plan also includes
more emphasis on improving
the LSU Bird Sanctuary, which
will be paired with a bird view-
ing area across the lake at LSU.

“It’s those kinds of themes
that got more robust,” Baum-
gardner said of the final plan.

One other item the plan looks
at is combining the effort to
dampen the sound from the
Interstate 10 overpass with
designs that could help attract
more bats to roost under the
highway, something that has
become a nightly attraction in
Austin, Texas.

“I think they’ve done a very
comprehensive vision,” said
Rex Cabaniss, 59, who runs
and bikes around the lakes. As
an architect, he said, he was im-
pressed with the planning and
the public input.

Natasha Engle, 38, who lives
near the lakes, said as a runner,
there are a lot of conflicts be-
tween pedestrians and vehicles
because many people walk in
the middle of the street.

“I think this is going to be the
only way to fix it,” she said,
referring to the plan. “As a
resident, I’ll be behind it 100
percent.”

For Ben and Meg Jones, both

61, their more than 30 years
living a block from the lakes
means the area has been spe-
cial to them, and to see more
public spaces for people to
gather is a plus.

“The community life — that’s
what’s exciting to me,” Meg
Jones said.

Anita Harper, 75, lives nearby
and called the plan a wonderful
project for the city if the fund-
ing can be found to build it.

“But something needs to be
done with these lakes. They
can’t be left the way they are,”
she said.

While some of the more com-
mercial ideas are no longer in

the plan, a small boathouse at
the north end of City Park Lake
remains.

“If you think about the lakes,
there’s nothing for families,”
Baumgardner said. “So we’re
going to have a little boathouse
and piers so you can go out
with your family and paddle
around.”

The planners also felt that
food and beverage should
still be included in plans for
the BREC Milford Wampold
Memorial Park but decided
it would be better handled by
food trucks. The expansion
could include setting up infra-
structure so food trucks could

easily set up at the park and
then BREC could decide if and
when that happens, Baumgard-
ner said.

The first part of any plan is
going to be dredging the lakes,
with the dug-out dirt being used
to create wetlands, and dedi-
cated lighted walking, biking
and running trails. Currently,
pedestrians and vehicles have
to share the road on much of
the well-used route around the
lakes.

What comes next in making
the master plan a reality will
depend on funding. Not every-
thing in the master plan will be
built immediately but will in-
stead evolve over time, Baum-
gardner said. For example, he
would like to see efforts over
the next five years to put in
place plans to improve water
quality, to add more natural at-
tractions around the lakes and
to reduce conflicts between pe-
destrians and cars.

While building everything in
the plan could cost between $80
million and $100 million, the
lake dredging and trail building
will be just a fraction of that to
get the ball rolling, he said.

John Spain, executive vice
president of the Baton Rouge
Area Foundation, said $100
million could be spent but that
$40 million is still a realistic
figure that would get the lakes
dredged and healthy while pro-
viding some additional ameni-
ties.

If funding is approved by the
state this fall, there could be
several million dollars avail-
able to start getting the engi-
neering plans needed for con-
struction. If that happens, then
it would take about a year to
complete that work. Permits
would take another 12 to 18
months if all goes well. Realisti-
cally, it’s possible construction
— starting with lake dredging
— could start in five years, he
said.

Baumgardner said experi-
ence in other parts of the coun-
try tells him that once people
see the added benefits of the
first phase, more participation
and funding comes along for
additional work.

Follow Amy Wold on
Twitter, @awold10.
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cial Instagram account that city-
parish officials informed the
company at 3 p.m. Wednesday,
three days before the event, that
the function was being canceled.

“The powers that be from
City Government (including
the Mayor) have cancelled our
Black & White event ... Our Le-
gal team is diligently working
on this matter and documents
will be filed in the morning. We
have every hope that our event
will go on as scheduled, and we
will keep you informed.”

Attorney Chris Alexander,
representing Perfect 10 Pro-
ductions, the company putting
on the event, said Thursday
afternoon that he did not know
why the contract with the River
Center was breached.

“We are going to find out who
made the decision to cancel
this event and why,” Alexander
said. “We’ll get to the bottom of
it. And if they try to concoct a
reason after the fact, we will dis-
cover that, too.”

Alexander filed a petition on
behalf of Perfect 10 Produc-
tions owner Terral C. Jackson
Jr., known as T.J. Jackson, for
a temporary restraining order
in 19th Judicial District Court
asking a judge to intervene so
the event could proceed, but the
request was denied.

Alexander said the next step
would be to sue for monetary
damages. They spent about
$40,000 inscheduling,promoting
and planning, the petition says.

“We are going to give them an
opportunity here to make this
right in the next 24 hours or less,
and if it’s not made right, then
we’ll take action at that time,” he
said Thursday afternoon.

Jackson said the Black and
White Affair is a large, high-end
theme event that gives clients
who work with him the opportu-
nity to come together.

The River Center has housed
this event twice in the past,
Jackson said, and it also has
been held at other establish-
ments, including the high-end
Camelot Club and the Atrium at
the Belle of Baton Rouge. The
last two were held at the Re-
naissance Hotel on Bluebonnet
Boulevard, Jackson said.

Jackson said the River Cen-
ter’s sales director, Rhonda
Ruffino, actually approached
him about hosting the Black and

White Affair at the River Center
this year. He said he reserved
the location in February, and the
two parties signed a contract in
the first week of June, shortly
after which tickets went on sale.

The only way the River Cen-
ter would host the event, though,
was if he hired big talent to per-
form at the party, Jackson said.

“They said, ‘You must have
talent on the show.’ Those were
my marching orders from
them,” Jackson said. “I typical-
ly don’t do talent. That was per
their request.”

Even after he booked Boosie
to participate, the River Center
showed no hesitation about host-
ing the party, Jackson said.

“His name was on the con-
tract,” Jackson said. “It was not
a secret.”

Jackson said River Center
General Manager Michael Day
and other facility personnel
called him in on Wednesday,
initially to talk about increasing
security measures.

River Center officials attend-
ing the meeting told him that
City Hall called a half-hour be-
fore the meeting, telling them
the event had to be canceled,
Jackson said. He said he was
told the call was made by Mayor-
President Kip Holden himself.

Holden did not respond to
requests for a comment on the
issue.

“They did mention that there
are some concerns because of
Boosie,” Jackson said of secu-
rity issues raised at the meet-
ing. “They said they think it
might be a threat of danger of
violence, and they don’t want
that to split open to downtown.”

Day told The Advocate the
event was canceled for secu-
rity reasons but did not go into
particulars. He said City Hall
and “city enforcement” were
involved in the decision.

Alexander said Boosie last
performed in Baton Rouge on
July 3, 2014, at Southern Univer-
sity without any problem. And
Jackson said he’s had no prob-
lem with hundreds of events
he’s put on over the years.

“I don’t have any history of
incidents at my functions, es-
pecially this function,” Jackson
said.

High-profile attendees were
to have included Glen “Big
Baby” Davis; Brandon LaFell,
of the New England Patriots;
Jarvis Landry, of the Miami Dol-
phins; and Bennie Logan, of the
Philadelphia Eagles, many of
whom Jackson said are among
his friends. Davis even offered
to call the mayor in his stead,
Jackson said.

Jackson said he and Day of-
fered to pull Boosie from the
event, but the Mayor’s Office
still refused to change its de-
cision. He said they feared
Boosie’s removal might lead to
retaliation and could cause vio-
lence, as well.

Alexander said he contacted
Day twice himself but has yet
to get in touch with him.

An Instagram post by Perfect
10 Productions on Wednesday
said tickets for the event were
rapidly selling out. With a capac-
ity of 2,400, about 1,100 tickets
had been sold prior to the can-
cellation, Jackson said.

“We had every intention of
selling out,” Jackson said. “We
were on pace to sell out.”

Special VIP section packages
for the event were priced at
$800 to $1,500, while general
admission tickets cost between
$25 and $45, and VIP tickets $75.

Baton Rouge police directed
inquiries regarding the event to
Holden’s office.

Mary Olive Pierson, a Baton
Rouge attorney who regularly
works with the city-parish gov-

ernment, confirmed she was
contacted by the Mayor’s Office
to see if she could assist in shut-
ting the party down. But shortly
after the phone call, she said, it
was announced the party was
being canceled, so her services
were not needed.

Jackson, who is close to
Boosie’s family, said he spoke
to Boosie’s agent and brother
Taquari Hatch, who said he was
displeased with the govern-
ment’s actions.

“You might see the negative
stuff, but in courts, he was ac-
quitted,” Jackson said. “Let
him live his life. ... He loves
Baton Rouge dearly, but that’s
why he moved from here: so he
wouldn’t have to deal with this
type of scrutiny and judgment.”

Boosiecurrently lives inAtlan-
ta.HewasparoledinMarch2014
from the Louisiana State Peni-
tentiary at Angola after serving
52 months in state custody for
various drug-related offenses.

Boosie, who started his music
career in Baton Rouge, became
a superstar in the world of rap
music, selling hundreds of thou-
sands of records, many describ-
ing a violent world on the street.

In a song titled “187,” police
code in California for homicide,
Boosie called himself the John
Gotti of the south side. In other
songs, he threatened East Baton
Rouge District Attorney Hillar
Moore III and bragged about
Louding, a then-17-year-old
protégé who was charged in six
murders, including that of rival
rapper Chris “Nussie” Jackson
in February 2009.

“Hillar Moore, your racist ass
is going to hell ... Probably be
dead when I come out of jail,”
Boosie says in a song that was
included on his album “Gone Til
December.”

In the song “187,” he says,
“I’m the reason the murder rate
is so high.”

An East Baton Rouge Parish
grand jury accused Boosie in
2010 of paying Louding to kill
Boyd. Louding told investiga-
tors that Boosie paid him $2,800
to kill Boyd, but Louding later
recanted in sworn testimony at
Boosie’s trial.

An anonymous jury found
Boosie not guilty.

The Black and White Affair
would have been Boosie’s fourth
performance in Baton Rouge,
his hometown, since his acquit-
tal, Jackson said.

Follow Danielle Maddox on
Twitter, @Dani_Maddox4.

BOOSIE
Continued from page 1A

Advocate staff photo by HILARY SCHEINUK

Terral ‘TJ’ Jackson Jr., of Perfect 10 Productions, left, and at-
torney Chris Alexander discuss the cancellation of the Black
and White Affair.
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