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House Republicans Release Budget Plans 

for Fiscal Year 2023 
 

House Republicans released their spending plan for the Fiscal Year 

2023 state budget, once again proposing a responsible, conservative 

funding plan for the state.  House Republicans are moving forward with a state budget of $8.2738 billion for the next 

fiscal year beginning July 1, 2022.  The proposed budget is an increase of $148.9 million over the current year 

spending level of $8.1249 billion.  This amount is an increase of 1.83 percent over Fiscal Year 2022. 

 

The funding breakdown amongst the various budget subcommittees is: 

 

The largest increase goes to the state’s local school districts, who receive an additional $159 million through the 2.5 

percent increase in the state foundation formula, $5 per pupil increase for student funding equity, and funding school 

transportation assistance at the state-wide average.  These increases, contained in House File 2316, have been passed 

by both chambers and now await the Governor’s signature.  

 

Additional funding is provided to the various budget subcommittees to address a number of critical issues facing Iowa.  

The budget includes new funds that will be used to provide increases to the Department of Corrections and state public 

safety programs.  Responding to the federal government’s investigation of the Glenwood Resource Center and Iowa’s 

service system for those with intellectual disabilities is the main focus of the funding increase for the Health and 

Human Services budget subcommittee.  And additional funds will be used to address workforce shortage issues 

through training and childcare programs. 

 

What appears to be a reduction in funding within the Administration and Regulation Budget is misleading. Last session 

the Legislature approved one-time state funding for broadband internet access expansion.  That state funding is not 

Estimated House Budget House Budget vs

FY 2022 FY 2023 FY 2022

Administration and Regulation 149,639,168$         51,212,268$           -98,426,900 $          

Agriculture and Natural Resources 48,808,995 54,058,995 5,250,000 

Economic Development 47,998,126 49,500,151 1,502,025 

Education 972,357,588 1,004,141,874 31,784,286 

Health and Human Services 2,047,813,669 2,101,392,725 53,579,056 

Justice System 814,378,235 834,433,338 20,055,103 

State Aid to Schools & other 

Standing Appropriations 4,043,885,098 4,179,086,968 135,201,870 

Grand Total 8,124,880,879$     8,273,826,319$     148,945,440$         
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continued, as the federal government has implemented multiple programs providing Iowa with over $200 million for 

this task, relieving the need for continued state funding.  

 

The House Republican budget plan maintains the commitment made last session to complete the move of mental 

health service financing from the backs of property taxpayers to the state ‘s General Fund.  The proposed budget also 

accounts for the the tax relief plan passed by the House on Wednesday.  The House Republican tax plan not only 

provides substantial tax relief to Iowans but does so in a responsible way allowing the state maintain funding 

commitments to education, health care and public safety. 

 

Budget subcommittees will finalize work on their individual budgets shortly.  It is expected these bills will begin to 

start moving through the legislative process within the next few weeks. 

 

(Contact:  Brad Trow 1-3471) 

 

Agriculture 

 

House Agriculture Committee Approves Three Bills Before Deadline 
 

On Wednesday, February 9, the House Agriculture Committee passed House File 2088 21-0 vote.  The measure 

proposes to increase the maximum number of acres of hemp on any crop site or held cumulatively for one person from 

40-acres to 160-acres; adds provisions dealing with reporting of hemp acres to be planted to hemp to additionally 

specify acres to be devoted to produce hemp for extraction of the compound cannabidiol and hemp varieties planted on 

a crop site for fiber purposes; and specifies that a limits of no more than 40-acres of the 160 cap for hemp for 

extracting cannabidiol compounds (the balance may be used to grow hemp for industrial fiber use). 

 

On Tuesday, February 14, the House Agriculture Committee passed two bills.  House Study Bill 673 was passed by a 

largely bipartisan 20- 3 vote.  House Study Bill 673 is the Iowa Department of Agriculture & Land Stewardship 

(IDALS) departmental bill that includes a number of changes to the Code to update Code verbiage, remove dormant 

obsolete program and Code Provisions and reactivate a IDALS sponsored ‘Choose Iowa´ promotional program that 

has been dormant for over a decade.  The bill creates new Code language establishing a ‘Chose Iowa” program to: 

• promote Iowa grown/produced food commodities within IDALS with departmental powers and administrative 

rules;  

• provide definitions for the program,  

• allows for the creation, establishment and registration of a Choose Iowa Logo;  

o empower IDALS to accept or reject applicant for use of the logo,  

o charge a fee for use of the logo that is deposited into a 

o ‘Choose Iowa’ fund created by this legislation to support Choose Iowa programming. 

 

The measure makes a nonsubstantive correction concerning pesticide misuse penalty to revert penalty verbiage to prior 

language in effect prior to last year’s legislation to placate EPA and replaces the pesticide registration fee calculation 

from a variable volume-based formula that starts at $250 to a flat fee of $300.  The bill makes numerous Weights & 

Measures fuel regulation updates (including removal of Code language concerning E10 vapor waiver that  IDALS 

views as no longer state required and elimination of out-of-date federal CFR reference.   

 

The second bill approved by the Committee on Tuesday, House File 2308 which proposes to establish a dairy 

processing and milk production innovation and revitalization fund and program to be administered by the Economic 

Development Authority (EDA) in consultation with the Iowa Department of agriculture and Land Stewardship 

(IDALS), and creates a task force to explore the feasibility of establishing an artisanal dairy processing program at a 

community college or at an institution governed by the state board of Regents.  The bill was amended in Committee to 

correct two drafting errors and restricts EDA to use no more than 5% of moneys in the fund at the beginning of the 

fiscal year for administrative support, marketing, technical assistance, and other program support. 

 (Contact:  Lew Olson 1-3096) 
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Commerce 

 

Commerce Committee Works Ahead of Funnel Deadline 
 
The first legislative funnel deadline arrived this week. Unless a bill has been assigned to the Appropriations, Ways and 

Means, or Government Oversight committee, it must pass out of a committee by February 18th to receive further 

consideration this legislative session. The Commerce Committee passed a number of bills out this week, these include 

the following: 

  

HSB 688 – Builds on legislation from last year on third party delivery services and requires an agreement between a 

restaurant and a third-party food delivery service before the delivery service can use a business’s likeness or menu on 

their platform. It also sets some food safety requirements for third party delivery service.  

  

HSB 709 – The current bottle deposit and redemption system is not working well. Significant work was done last year 

that would make changes to the system. HSB 709 is a starting point to continue the work with all the stakeholders to 

make the bottle bill system one that works for consumers. 

  

HSB 689 – Brings consistency to travel insurance and provides for travel products to continue to be offered in a 

manner that provides a seamless consumer experience. This legislation clarifies permissible and prohibited sales 

practices and also requires disclosures for consumer protection. 

  

These bills all passed out of committee with bipartisan support. You can see all the legislation the House Commerce 

Committee is working on by visiting https://www.legis.iowa.gov/committees/committee?ga=89&groupID=696 

 

(Contact:  Ben Gentz,1-3452) 

 

Economic Growth   

 

Economic Growth Committee Passes Butchery Task Force 

Recommendations 
 

This week the House Economic Growth Committee unanimously passed the recommendations of the artisanal 

butchery task force, as issued in its final report to the general assembly on January 6, 2022. Last session, House 

Republicans created the Artisanal Butchery Program and Fund to support the meat industry in Iowa.  

 

House Study Bill 675 requires the department of education to collaborate with the state board of education and 

establish a framework for a one-year community college certificate program for artisanal butchery. A college that 

elects to establish a certificate program shall use the framework provided by the department as the minimum 

requirements, and may modify the curriculum based on the unique circumstances of the specific college. The college 

shall obtain approval of its certificate program prior to implementation of the program. 

   

The bill also requires IWD to collaborate with IEDA to develop and maintain a library of resources that serves as a 

single resource point at which any Iowa-based business involved in meat processing may obtain education and 

financial assistance information. It also requires IWD to add butchery, artisanal butchery, and meat processing to the 

list of high-demand jobs by July 31, 2022. 

 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/committees/committee?ga=89&groupID=696
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IDALS will be required to collaborate with Iowa state university extension and outreach to develop and maintain a 

direct-to-consumer tool-kit that contains the information detailed in the task force’s final report. The bill received 

unanimous, bipartisan support and is now eligible for floor debate. 

 

(Contact:  Kristi Kious, 2-5290) 

 

Education 

 

Curriculum Transparency—Why Do We Need It? 
 

Do parents have a fundamental right to know what is being taught to their kids?  Parents all across Iowa and the U.S. 

have been talking about the need for more transparency in education since obvious answer to everyone except 

committed leftists is a resounding “yes!”  

 

If the pandemic brought us nothing else, it brought us more awareness into what is being taught to kids in schools. 

Being able to view the courses online brought a whole new realization of where Iowans are at with education and 

curriculum. Parents are anxious about what is being taught inside classrooms. The tone across the nation, including 

here in Iowa, from the Democratic leaders is that parents should keep their nose out of school curriculum.  Instead, 

parents are told to blindly trust the “experts” in academia without question. Legislators have heard from numerous 

parents from all across the state, regardless of whether it is a rural or urban area, that being able to access and review 

what their kids are taught can be difficult.  Stories about how a parent or guardian requested to see the instructional 

materials only to find that the school or teacher wasn’t forthcoming or had no obligation to disclose it. And, if the 

parent or guardian was allowed to see the materials, their input and concerns were unimportant. Which raises a very 

basic question – why? Collaboration between parents and teachers, between parents and administrators and between 

parents and school board members should be natural instead of adversarial. 

 

Here is some background of what is current practice in the state of Iowa. Keep in mind the Department of Education 

does not set curriculum. The Department sets standards and local school boards set curriculum. Yet another example 

of why school board elections are so important. There are only a few points in law addressing what is required of 

districts in regards to working with parents. 

 

Here is what the state of Iowa has in Code:  

 

Under the Senior Year Plus Program: 

261E.3(2)(a)(3):  The district, in collaboration with the teacher or instructor, shall provide ongoing communication 

about course expectations, including a syllabus that describes the content, teaching strategies, performance measures, 

and resource materials used in the course, and academic progress to the student and in the case of students of minor 

age, to the parent or legal guardian of the student.  

 

Under Human Growth and Development Instruction: 

279.50(3):  Each school board shall annually provide to a parent or guardian of any pupil enrolled in the school district, 

information about the human growth and development curriculum used in the pupil’s grade level and the procedure for 

inspecting the instructional materials prior to their use in the classroom. 

 

279.50(4) Each school district shall, upon request by any agency or organization, provide information about the human 

growth and development curriculum used in each grade level and the procedure for inspecting and updating the 

instructional materials. 

 

There is no opt-out of particular curriculum outside of the statutory requirements under human growth and 

development instruction.  Any opt-out for curriculum is locally determined.  
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As you can see, local schools have a great deal of control over what is taught in schools, but also are able shield what 

controversial ideas are taught as fact from parents or guardians. For example, if districts are teaching our children that 

their racial or ethnic identity is the most important aspect of their lives instead of their hopes, dreams, achievements 

and values, then parents need to know if that is the type of curriculum they want their children exposed to.  Or if 

curriculum skews America’s founding principles towards a certain political ideology or if American history is taught 

through a politically biased lens, then parents have a right to know this kind of information. 

 

Some schools are more than happy to provide the materials, curriculum, as well as options for parents to choose 

alternate materials. However, that isn’t the case everywhere.  

 

On Thursday Feb. 17, the House Republican Education Committee will pass the Governor’s plan on curriculum 

transparency, House Study Bill 706. The plan includes new transparency and state standards which includes:  

• Publishing course syllabi  

• Written summaries of the material being taught in each class  

• How each class meets or exceeds the educational standards  

• Titles of all textbooks, books, articles, videos, and other educational materials used 

• A comprehensive list of all books available to students in libraries operated by the district  

• The procedures for the review and approval of all textbooks, books, articles, outlines, handouts, presentations, 

videos, and other educational materials used for instruction 

• A flowchart developed by the Department of Education that lays out the policies for requesting removal of a 

school library book must be published online.  

• The schools are required to update the information by August 23 and January 15th of each school year. Parents 

and guardians must be notified if there has been an update to the information.  

 

The protocols for the selection, review, reconsideration, and removal of materials from libraries include: 

• A process for the selection, reconsideration, and removal of materials in libraries operated by the school 

district 

• The lawful and ethical use of information resources 

• A process that allows the parent or guardian to request removal of materials that includes all of the following: 

• The school district must review the materials and respond with the disposition of the request within 10 days.  

• The parent or guardian may request the school board review the disposition of the request. The board must act 

on the request at the next regularly scheduled meeting but no later than 20 business days after the request. The 

board will affirm or reverse the district’s decision. 

• The parent or guardian may appeal the decision of the board to the State Board of Education. 

 

If the district fails to do the above, the parent or guardian may bring that to the State Board of Education as well.  

If a district does not comply with any of the new transparency standards, state aid for the school will be reduced for 

each day which the school district is found to have intentionally been in noncompliance.  

 

Changes to these ideas from the Governor are being discussed and House Republicans welcome additional feedback as 

this bill moves along.  This is only the first iteration of the bill, and it may look different as it goes through the process. 

Regardless, House Republicans are fighting for more transparency in schools and for parents to have control in their 

child’s education. 

 

(Contact: Kristin Rozeboom 1-3015) 
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Environmental Protection 

 

DNR Notes that Livestock Master Matrix Adopted in 86 Counties 
  

On Thursday, February 10, the Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) published its electronic newsletter 

‘EcoNewsWire’ that contained an article that 86 of Iowa’s 99 counties have notified DNR in January that they plan to 

evaluate construction permit applications and proposed animal confinement locations by using the master matrix.  

With few exceptions, most counties will use the matrix during the next 12 months. The following counties will not use 

the matrix in 2021: Benton, Davis, Des Moines, Guthrie, Grundy, Keokuk, Lee, Mahaska, Osceola, Plymouth, 

Wapello, Warren and Washington.  Additional requirements are required for animal confinement producers who need 

a construction permit before they can build in counties using the matrix.  Producers qualify by choosing a site and 

using practices that reduce impacts on air, water and the community.  When a county adopts the master matrix, the 

board of supervisors can provide more input to producers on site selection, and proposed structures and facility 

management.  Participating counties score each master matrix submitted in their county and can recommend DNR 

approve or deny the construction permit.  They can also join in DNR visits to a proposed confinement site. 

 

While all counties may submit comments to DNR during the permitting process, counties that adopt the master matrix 

can also appeal a preliminary permit to the state Environmental Protection Commission.  The deadline for enrolling in 

the program is January 31st  of each year.  Find more information, including a map of participating counties, on DNR’s 

AFO webpages under Master Matrix.  The master matrix applies only to producers who must get a construction permit 

to build, expand or modify a totally roofed facility. Generally, these are confinement (totally roofed) feeding 

operations with at least 2,500 finishing hogs, 1,000 beef cattle or 715 mature dairy cows. 

 

(Contact:  Lew Olson 1-3096) 

 

Human Resources 

 

House Republicans Advance Welfare Reform 
 

This week, the House Human Resources Committee passed House Study Bill 698 to ensure Iowa’s welfare programs 

are available for only eligible individuals. These programs provide a necessary safety net for low-income Iowans and 

the legislature wants to make sure these programs are sustainable for the future.  

 

The Human Resources Committee took significant feedback from all stakeholders in finalizing this bill. This bill 

protects the taxpayer by codifying practices to authenticate identity of applicants and requiring verification information 

prior to enrollment. This bill also requires individuals to cooperate with child support enforcement prior to receiving 

food assistance funds. This cooperation requirement is already done in both the Medicaid and cash assistance (FIP) 

programs, which have significant overlap with SNAP, as shown in the chart below.  

 

https://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Animal-Feeding-Operations/AFO-Construction-Permits?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/LGI/89/HSB698.pdf
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This bill importantly requires Iowa’s welfare program eligibility processes to be merged into one single system that 

will verify all income information of applicants and make sure there is no fraud in the program.  

 

Lastly, this bill also requires DHS to require Medicaid expansion individuals who have reenrolled after failing to pay 

their monthly contributions to repay the state those funds before reenrolling after their second termination. Individuals 

are only required to pay the monthly contribution if they have not received an annual health care screening. This bill 

incentivizes Iowans receiving free health insurance from the state to receive their preventive health screening.  

 

House Republicans are dedicated to protecting Iowa’s safety net for Iowans in need while at the same time protecting 

the Iowa taxpayer from paying for services for ineligible individuals. 

(Contact: Natalie Ginty 5-2063) 

 

 Information Technology  

 

Information Technology Committee Passes Bills Ahead of Funnel Week 

Deadline 
 

This past week the Information Technology Committee considered bills in committee and passed them on to the full 

House for consideration. Some of the bills voted on by the Information Technology committee this past week 

include the following: 

 

HSB 674 – consumer data privacy In the absence of federal privacy legislation, U.S. states are weighing in. After 

California and Virginia passed their versions of consumer data privacy legislation, other states, including Iowa have 

been exploring similar legislation. HSB 674 would establish consumer’s ownership over their online data and allow 
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them to know what information companies have on them as well as giving them the opportunity to correct or delete 

the data. 

  

HSB 645 – You may be surprised to know that using ransomware in a cyber-attack is not a crime in the state of 

Iowa. This legislation criminalizes the use of ransomware, unless used by a specific list of white hate actors and sets 

penalties for violating the law. 

  

HSB 556 –Requires a feasibility study for the construction and installation of an internet exchange point (IXP) in 

Iowa. An internet exchange point is a physical location through which internet infrastructure companies such as 

internet service providers connect with each other. Companies with a presence inside the IXP are able to shorten the 

route of internet traffic with other participating networks, which reduces latency (increases speed), improves round-

trip time (another speed enhancement), and has the potential to reduce costs. 

 

All these bills all passed out of committee with bipartisan support. You can see all the legislation the Information 

Technology Committee is working on at https://www.legis.iowa.gov/committees/committee?ga=89&groupID=709. 

 

(Contact:  Ben Gentz, 1-3452) 

 

Judiciary 

 

Judiciary Committee Finishes a Busy Funnel Week 
 

The House Judiciary Committee held their last meeting of funnel week on Wednesday. The committee moved over 

40 bills in the first six weeks of the session. Topics range from trusts and estates to increasing criminal penalties for 

sex offenders. Below are a few of the bills that have survived the first funnel and will be ready for floor debate in 

the coming weeks: 

 

HSB 677- Freedom of Religion  

This bill protects places of worship from unconstitutional and unnecessary government intrusion. During the 

COVID-19 Pandemic many states shutdown places of worship while allow casinos and other venues to remain 

open. HSB 677 prohibits this type of action and ensures places of worship are not singled out in their treatment.   

 

HSB 636- Judicial Nomination Reform   

The bill, as amended will expand the pool for judicial applicants to counties next to a judicial district. It also 

increases the number of nominees that go to the Governor in an appointment for a court of appeals seat from 3 to 5. 

Finally, the bill treats district associate judges like other judges for the purpose of judicial selection.  

 

HF 2074- Adoption Home Study 

This bill allows DHS to waive a home study on an adoption case if the child is being placed with close family. This 

saves time and money when a child is being adopted by close family and ensures the process happens faster to give 

the child a safe and stable home.  

 

HSB 711- Victims 

First time victims of domestic violence have not previously been included in the victims rights code section. HSB 

711 changes that to ensure these victims can have the same treatment and assistance as other victims. 

 

(Contact: Amanda Wille 1-5230) 

Labor 
 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/committees/committee?ga=89&groupID=709
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State Center Used Future Ready Iowa Grant to Build  

a Peace Officer Pipeline 
 

McKenna Link has always admired police officers. But for a long time, she believed that her status as a 5-foot, 2-

inch woman with a high-pitched voice kept her from seriously considering law enforcement as a viable career 

opportunity. 

 

“It’s something that I completely wrote off, but it’s something that I always wanted to do if given the chance,” she 

said. 

 

Link, at the urging of some female law enforcement acquaintances, last year decided to take that chance when she 

learned of a reserve peace officer training program operated though the State Center Police Department. Funded 

through a Future Ready Iowa Grant, the two three-month academies in 2021 provided more than 50 would-be 

officers with free training, lodging and, in some cases, child care to attend classes from across Iowa. 

Jon Thomas, State Center police chief and lead instructor for the program, said reserve officers are a mainstay for 

many small Iowa police department who can’t afford to place enough full-time officers on the streets. The programs 

also serve as work-based learning opportunities for many people on the verge of considering a career in law 

enforcement. 

 

“A lot of officers in Iowa started as reserve,” Thomas said. “It’s just a really good chance for people to kind of 

experience what they go through and figure out if they have a taste for it.” 

 

Ultimately, Link decided she did. After a few months of training, she started work in December as a fulltime officer 

with the Iowa State University Police Department. 

 

Reserve Academy graduate Samantha Ritchison took a similar path, spending several months as a reserve police 

officer in Laurens before joining the Humboldt Police Department as a fulltime officer in December. 

“It makes a great difference,” Ritchison said of the training she received. “I will talk that program up any 

opportunity I get.” 

 

Humboldt Police Chief Joel Sanders said reserve-trained officers are a valuable commodity for any department 

that’s navigating the current workforce environment. Candidates are in short supply, and staffing shortages 

sometime lead to delays in getting officers to the Iowa Law Enforcement Academy for the mandatory training that 

all fulltime officers must complete. 

 

“If I can’t get you directly into the academy, the more training you have when you come to me the better,” Sanders 

said. “When you come to me as an applicant and you’ve been through that, you at least have scratched the surface of 

what it’s like to be a police officer…. 

 

 “If I hire you without reserve training, I’ve got to teach you how to shoot a firearm, how to do a traffic stop,” he 

said. With the training, “you’ve got a candidate that’s a little more aware of what’s going on.” 

 

The funding provided to State Center to create the reserve officer training curriculum was one of dozens of grants 

that Future Ready Iowa has awarded over the past three years to support innovative work-based learning programs. 

For more information and other success stories, visit https://www.futurereadyiowa.gov/eif-success-stories. 

(Info from Iowa Workforce Development and Future Ready Iowa) 
 

(Contact: Kristin Rozeboom 1-3015) 

 

https://www.futurereadyiowa.gov/eif-success-stories
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Local Government  

 

Companion Animal Protection Bill Passed by Local Government 
 

This week the Local Government Committee passed House Study Bill 708, which provides immunity to licensed 

veterinarians who in good faith report or participate in investigations with law enforcement of animal abuse. This 

legislation provides immunity from administrative, civil, or criminal liability to veterinarians who act to protect the 

abuse of companion animals. Law Enforcement agencies in Iowa have at times struggled to find veterinarians who are 

willing to help participate to investigate animal abuse or to aid in the rescue of abused animals. There has been fear of 

administrative discipline with the Board of Veterinary Medicine, a civil suit, or criminal charges for veterinarians who 

want to help abused animals.  

 

This bill is not a mandatory requirement to report abuse, but an attempt to protect vets who assist law enforcement to 

stop animal abuse. If a vet sees obvious abuse in a dog brought into their office they would be allowed to report the 

alleged abuse to law enforcement without fear of a civil suit being brought against them. Currently 18 states provide 

similar immunity for veterinarians and 20 require mandatory reporting. If enacted, this legislation would protect 

veterinarians who save animals from further abuse.  

 

HSB 708 is similar to legislation from last year, however this year’s version has created penalties for veterinarians who 

provide false testimony or submit false reports of abuse. Veterinarians who provide false information would be guilty 

of a misdemeanor and would be held civilly liable for damages resulting from the false report. Adding this provision 

strikes a balance between enabling licensed professionals to aid in spotting abuse of companion animals and holding 

them accountable for their actions. 

 

(Contact: Jason Covey 1-3626) 

 

  Natural Resources 

 

  House Natural Resources Committee Works Through  

its Legislative Priorities 
 

On both Wednesday, February 9th, and Monday February 14th, the House Natural Resources Committee passed 

multiple bills dealing with natural resources issues.  The first bill considered on Wednesday, was House Study Bill 545 

that has become House File 2356.  The measure amends current Code Chapter subsections dealing with solid waste 

disposal (455B.301-315) to change Code verbiage to current state of art terms.  This includes adding ‘sanitary’ before 

landfill, and replacing in multiple locations the term ‘variance’ with ‘waivers’.  This bill further repeals the Code 

chapter (28L) establishing the state interagency Missouri River Authority that has been defunct since 2011, and repeals 

Code provisions dealing with mercury free recycling.   

 

The second bill considered on Wednesday was House Study Bill 609 that has become House File 2370.  HSB 609 was 

passed by the Committee unanimously.  The measure proposes to amend current Code language dealing with method 

of take for wild turkeys to allow the use of 410 Shotguns and 28-guage shotguns that use tungsten shot.  Current Code 

restrict the size of shotgun used to hunt turkey to 20-guage or larger.  The bill specifies that the tungsten shot may be 

no small than #10.   

 

The third measure approved by the Committee last Wednesday was House Study Bill 651 that amends current Code 

language dealing with the use of tags in particular deer season to allow an unfilled deer-tag purchased with a anysex 

bow deer license to be used in the late muzzleloader season.  A person with a valid bow license and unfilled tag may 
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additionally use a cross bow method of take in the late muzzleloader season or in the special antlerless season when 

such tags are available.  

 

The final bill getting approval on Wednesday February 9, 2022, was House File 2057.  The bill proposes to make it 

easier for Iowa Home and property owners to eliminate nuisance animals that are considered fur-bearing by removing 

the requirement of getting prior DNR permission to such animals. The measure would expand the already allowed 

circumstances when the killing, trapping and ensnaring of fur-bearing animals that is allowed with prior permission of 

a representative of the NRC or occurs when prior permission is not possible (imminent danger) because it is impossible 

or impractical to protect a person, domestic animal or private property; to additionally include—without prior 

permission taking of coyotes, racoons, possum, skunk, or groundhog is taken for nuisance control purposes.  The 

legislation specifies that fur-bearing animals taken without prior NRC permissions shall be disposed on site or 

relinquished to a representative of NRC.   

 

The following Monday, the panel considered and approved three additional bills.  The Committee approved House File 

2069 that has become House File 2413.  HF 2413 proposes to increases the registration fee for vessels of any length 

without  a motor to  $20.  However, the bill exempts a canoe or kayak type vessel of any length  from registration 

requirements.  Instead, an owner of  a conventional design canoe or kayak type vessel using the  vessel on waters of 

this  state under the Natural Resources Commission  jurisdiction shall  purchase and display on the  vessel a water use 

permit decal.  The measure directs the Department of Natural Resources to make the water user permit decal available 

to purchase for $20 at water recreational facilities operated by DNR and at retail locations.  The decal shall be valid for 

three years from the date of purchase.   Moneys from the purchase of water use  permit decals shall be deposited in the 

water trail development fund established in the bill.  Moneys in the fund are appropriated  to  DNR for purposes of 

developing and maintaining water trails in this state, administering  and enforcing navigation laws ,and promoting  

water safety.  HF 2413 has been referred to the House Ways & Means Committee. 

 
The second bill that was approved by the panel was House File 2103 that has become House File 2415.  HF 2103 was 

passed by the Committee by a unanimous 21-aye vote.  HF 2415 proposes to add the term ‘Bicycles’ to the Code 

chapter providing incentives for public use of private land for recreational purposes as well as adding other types of 

trail use to the liability protection offered to private land owners if they allow the public to hunt or recreate on their 

property.  The bill explicitly adds ‘railroad right- of- ways’ & ‘railroad crossings’ that are used for bicycling or other 

trail purposes limits as ‘land’ defined in Code chapter 461C with clarifying language on what railroad property is 

involved through adoption of the amendment.  Such private land that allow the public to use it for recreational 

purposes—'does not owe a duty of care to keep premise safe for entry or use by others for a recreational use…’ 

 

The third measure passed by the Committee on Monday was House Study bill 610 that has become House File 2410.  

HF 2410 proposes to amend current Code language dealing with the deer licenses available to nonresident deer hunters 

to additionally provide non-resident deer licenses in excess of the 6,000 anysex licenses specified in the Code 

conditioned upon— 

• Specified/qualified circumstances when the nonresident applicant has owned at least a contiguous 80-acres of Iowa 

land for at least 10-years prior to the time of application or the nonresident applicant has inherited such property 

that has been previously owned by a ‘family member’ 10-years prior to application. 

• A qualifying nonresident landowner meeting the criterium of the legislation shall be entitled to purchase one 

nonresident anysex deer license and one-antlerless deer license. Such a license may only be used on the qualifying 

nonresident’s land. 

• A qualifying nonresident deer license shall not offer the applicable land for use as a hunting outfitter concession 

and must allow free annual hunting access to at least two resident hunters for the first 160-acres of land owned in 

the state and additional free annual hunting access for each additional 160-acres owned by the nonresident 

landowner. 

• Additionally, the nonresident landowner shall make sufficient land as determined by the Department of Natural 

Resource for one of the following purposes— 

o renting of tillable land to a resident farmer under 45-years of age at no higher than 90% of standard rental 

rate, 
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o installing and maintaining a wetland, pollinator habitat, soil stabilization, water quality improvement or 

similar conservation easement, or  

o working with the Department of Natural Resources on whitetail deer population management. 

  

The final bill approved by the Committee on Monday was House Study Bill 700 that has become House File 2400.  HF 

2400 proposes to clarify that certain untamed livestock (bison/buffalo, sheep, goats) may be a part of a Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR) hunting preserve and may be harvested on such preserves.  The bill seeks to resolve a 

growing divergence over the definition of ungulates that may be at of a hunting preserve as definition of what are 

livestock animals and what are wild animals became more explicit and exclusive because of other legislation.  For 

example, American bison are considered livestock because they are considered cattle, but are not domesticated 

animals.  HF 2400 creates a new category of ungulates that may be harvested on a hunting preserve of ‘untamed game 

livestock which are untamed bison/buffalo, sheep and goats and adds this new term to a number of hunting preserve 

Code provisions. 

 

DNR Reminds the Public that Ice Fishing Shelters Must be Removed by 

February 20th from Iowa Waters 
  

On Tuesday, February 8, 2022, the Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) issued a press release which 

reminds the public that ice fishing shelters, left unattended, must be removed from all state-owned lands and waters by 

February 20th.  Ice shelter owners are encouraged not to wait until the last minute to get their shelter off the ice.  If a 

shelter falls through the ice, the owner is responsible for getting it out of the lake. 

 

(Contact:  Lew Olson 1-3096) 

 

State Government 

 

State Government Passes Bill to Protect Property in Iowa From 

Communist People’s Republic of China 
 

This week the State Government Committee advanced a bill aimed at protecting property in Iowa from aggressive 

foreign ownership. House File 2311 is a bill that would expand existing prohibitions on nonresident and foreign 

businesses and governments from acquiring agricultural land. Currently, the State of Iowa restricts the ability for 

nonresident aliens and foreign entities from acquiring or owning agricultural land in in Iowa. However, we have seen 

in recent years the rise in aggressive acquisitions by Chinese businesses, companies owned by Chinese citizens, and 

governments of the People’s Republic of China.   

 

There have been growing concerns between the 2008 financial crisis and the recent pandemic about issues concerning 

food security, maintaining supply chains, energy shortages, along with other issues that the increased interest in 

ownership of real property by foreign nonresidents and foreign entities could exacerbate these issues if left unchecked. 

HF 2311 expands the prohibition beyond just agricultural land to extend to all real property, which includes the land, 

everything permanently attached to the land, and all of the rights of ownership from nonresident Chinese persons and 

Chinese government and business entities.  

 

Under HF 2311, a Chinese corporation, or a business entity which a majority interest is owned by nonresident aliens 

from China or related regions, from acquiring real property in Iowa. The bill would require a county recorder to report 

a violation of this bill to the attorney general. Upon receipt of a report from a county recorder, the Attorney General 

shall initiate an action in the district court of any county in which the land is located. If the court finds that the land in 

question has been acquired in violation of the bill, the court shall revert the land back to the state. 

 

 (Contact: Jason Covey 1-3626) 
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Expanding Access to CDL Testing 
 

Commercial drivers play an essential role in delivering necessary supplies, driving school busses and supporting our 

local communities. About 10 percent of all Iowa license holders have a CDL, but oftentimes have long wait times and 

difficulty accessing testing locations near their work.  

 

This week, the House Transportation Committee passed House Study Bill 654 to expand testing sites. The legislature 

has also focused on this area last year by passing House File 828 to allow counties to provide driving skills tests for a 

fee, as well as House File 280 that allowed for CDL’s to be renewed online every other renewal cycle.  

 

House Republicans are committed to helping the supply chain throughout this workforce crisis for commercial drivers. 

 

 (Contact: Natalie Ginty 5-2063) 

 

Veterans Affairs 

 

Iowa Veterans Trust Fund Investment Legislation Advances 
 

This week, the House Veterans Affairs Committee passed House Study Bill 47 to find additional ways to increase the 

investments of the Veterans Trust Fund. The committee has also passed House File 2293 that will increase the amount 

sent to the Commission of Veterans Affairs from the State Lottery Fund from $500,000 to $800,000 annually. 

 

The Iowa Veterans Commission released its annual report on the status of the Iowa Veterans Trust Fund. The report 

can be found here. Currently the Trust Fund has $36.2 million. Annually the Iowa Lottery transfers $2.5 million to the 

Trust Fund based on proceeds. Additionally, the Trust Fund accumulates interest that increases the balance.  

 

In 2021, the Commission expended $1.7 million to assist veterans based on statutorily allowed expenditures.  

If you are an eligible veteran and need of assistance, please click here to find the application process.  

 

 (Contact: Natalie Ginty 5-2063) 

 

Ways & Means 

 

House Republicans Pass 4% Flat Tax and Elimination of Retirement Taxes 
 

On Wednesday House Republicans approved HF 2317 which implements a 4% flat tax for all Iowans.  The current tax 

rates are responsibly ratcheted down over the next four year until everyone is at the 4% income tax rate. 

 

Additionally, Iowans age 55 and over, beginning in 2023, will no longer be taxed on retirement income earned from 

Individual Retirement Account (IRA) distributions, pensions or annunities. 

 

Tax cuts have one thing in common.  They reward work and they reward saving. 

 

 

Transportation 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/DF/1285546.pdf
https://va.iowa.gov/iowa-veterans-trust-fund
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New IRS Website Providing Latest Tax Filing Details 
 

This week, the Internal Revenue Service announced a special new website that will provide up-to-date guidance during 

filing season. This tax season is especially complicated because of all of the tax law change and pandemic related 

payments that have taken place the last couple of years.  

 

The new website will include the latest filing season updates. Filing season started January 24, and in less than two 

weeks more than 4 million tax refunds have gone out worth nearly $10 billon. The website will include links to 

important information related to ongoing efforts by the IRS to address the inventory of unprocessed tax returns filed 

before this year. The IRS continues to urge taxpayers to carefully review their tax filings for accuracy and file 

electronically with direct deposit to speed refunds.  

 

The "special tax season alerts" page is available at: 

https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/help-for-taxpayers-and-tax-professionals-special-filing-season-alerts 

  

(Contact:  Kristi Kious, 2-5290) 

 

 

 

   

 

 

https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/help-for-taxpayers-and-tax-professionals-special-filing-season-alerts

