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Revenue Estimating Conference Raises 

State Income Projections for FY 2022 & FY 

2023 
 

Iowans received good news last Thursday at the March meeting of the Revenue Estimating Conference (REC).  

General Fund revenue is expected to come in even stronger than what the three-member panel projected when they met 

in December. 

 

For the current fiscal year (FY 2022), state revenues are expected to be $9.1711 billion through June 30.  That amount 

is $110.5 million higher than what the REC had forecast at their December, 2021 meeting.  The new forecast expects 

state revenue to grow by 4.2% for the year, or $370.5 million.  This forecast includes the tax reductions passed by the 

Legislature in the 2018 and 2021 sessions that impact FY 2022. 

 

The new revenue figure means that there will be an even larger deposit in the Taxpayer Relief Fund than expected 

when the Legislature passed tax cuts earlier this session.  The non-partisan Legislative Services Agency now projects 

that the state will deposit $1.002 billion into the Fund at the end of Fiscal Year 2022.  This will leave the Taxpayer 

Relief Fund with a balance of $2.0564 billion. 

 

For the next budget year (FY 2023), the panel agreed to a state revenue forecast of $9.1563 billion.  Some members of 

the Statehouse press corps immediately started reporting that state revenues were falling, since the amount was $54.3 

million below the panel’s December forecast of $9.2106 billion.  As usual, these reports were inaccurate because they 

missed the key point that the Revenue Estimating Conference made very clear – the impact of this year’s tax cut bill. 

 

Since Governor Reynolds has signed House File 2317, the bill lowering the income tax rate to 3.9% and eliminating 

the tax on retirement income, the Revenue Estimating Conference is required by law to apply those revenue 

adjustments to their new projections.  For FY 2023, HF 2317 is projected to reduce state revenue by $236.3 million.  

So, the March forecast includes those adjustments.   

 

Applying HF 2317’s impact to the December REC estimate, state revenue would be expected to be $8.9743 billion.  

Here is how that is calculated: 

 

Fiscal Year 2023 

REC Forecast for FY 2023  $9.2106 billion 

HF 2317 Impact                            -$0.2363 billion 

Adjusted Dec. FY 2023 Forecast  $8.9743 billion 

 

A quick comparison of the March forecast ($9.15 billion) and the adjusted December forecast ($8.97 billion) shows 

that revenue is not falling like the media calculated, but actually grew by $182 million.   
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Adjusted Dec. Forecast   $8.9743 billion 

March Forecast    $9.1563 billion 

Difference    +182 million 

 

That is increase of nearly 2 percent in state revenue.  This fact has somehow eluded certain reporters. 

Even with the impact of the new tax cuts, state revenue is essentially the same for these two years.  That is a sign of a 

strong Iowa economy, which was definitely helped by the efforts of Governor Reynolds and House Republicans to 

keep the state as open and normal as possible during the pandemic.  Iowa’s finances are in good shape thanks to strong 

leadership. 

 

(Contact:  Brad Trow 1-3471) 

 

Agriculture 

 

IDALS Secretary Naig Leads Trade Mission to Mexico 
 

On Thursday, March 10, 2022, the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship (IDALS) issued a press 

release in which recounted that Iowa Secretary of Agriculture Mike Naig and a delegation of business leaders returned 

from a trade mission to Mexico that was held February 27 – March 4.  The mission, coordinated by the Iowa Economic 

Development Authority (IEDA), was focused on increasing exports of manufactured products and agriculture goods.  

IDALS Secretary Naig noted--“Leading trade missions such as this opens doors for Iowa agriculture, deepens 

important relationships and allows us to explore new market opportunities for Iowa.  Mexico continues to be a 

critically important export destination for Iowa agriculture as our farmers remain focused on delivering quality, 

consistent and affordable products to customers around the world.” 

Iowa companies exported $3.1 billion in goods to Mexico in 2021.  Mexico is Iowa’s third-largest export destination 

overall and the second-leading export market for corn, pork and soybeans.  Iowa exported $824 million in corn, $451 

million in pork and $350 million in soybeans to Mexico in 2021.  In addition, Mexico is Iowa’s largest destination for 

animal feed and sugars.  In 2021, Mexico imported $324 million in animal feed and $203 million in sugars from Iowa. 

 

Mission participants included members of the Iowa Beef Industry Council, Iowa Corn, Iowa Pork Producers 

Association, Iowa Soybean Association, protein industry representatives and IEDA staff.  Delegates participated in 

meetings specific to their market entry or expansion needs.  The IEDA’s International Trade Office connects Iowa 

companies with markets for their products and services, educates Iowa businesses on exporting, and assists global 

companies wishing to establish or expand operations in Iowa.  To learn more about these services or other trade 

missions the IEDA is planning, visit iowaeda.com/missions. 

   

 (Contact:  Lew Olson 1-3096) 

 

Commerce 

 

House Republicans Support Restaurants 
 

Government imposed COVID restrictions hit restaurant industry hard in 2020. Some restaurants in certain 

counties were forced to close, then allowed to reopen only to be forced to close again because of changing 

orders from the government.  As a result, many businesses were faced with the hard decision to close 

permanently while many more are barely hanging on. This week the Iowa House passed HF 2379 a small but 

pragmatic change to support the restaurant industry. 

 

https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUbEKyh-2Fv8LFVC-2FsPE5094z8MgBe5htMrdEmUZo3PXnUg9V2jDK96PbbcMQ8IvagLPQ-3D-3DPYwa_K8t8bbLaByOBk98eoL7OiN-2F5Hei2BMu-2BgRutF6-2BDwyZJ3ZELH-2FyLCTUs6jWFHsMBevnA7fgBgkoE8uiekHbthdYSnFMH9O3CvoFkiYn8fEOcF27qbZvHF5S1lYhmxY1tsOBnWTYEG0QTaypWDWbtVj-2Fgdpl57dGrEbU1-2FtHoWFnoN-2FNGaARvqZHiC2gW28pFB8AyoFcy0DbpxSeNS8CruPlbSVR5y7cu0y4jRyZO5PkOVdigO1u0SwKTcp4b7418tbYTHlkUXa1mpwZa5jLyDOIeMft-2BtK1NRouNEWucmJtXvXN4gmDd32D2s1abImupAYxJuZ45TYRsZ7r2-2B8WNaVJHoLGdxdpGFJeB0Lco-2BLU-3D
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House File 2379 allows for restaurants and bars to purchase up to five cases of beer from a retailer (e.g. grocery or 
convenience store) in a 24-hour period. Currently restaurants and bars are able to make similar limited purchases of 
wine. This gives these small businesses the flexibility to meet their consumer’s demands, especially on nights or 
weekends when there may be no other option available. 
 

(Contact:  Ben Gentz,1-3452) 

 

Economic Growth   

 

$20 million in Manufacturing 4.0 Workforce Innovation Grants Awarded 
 

The Iowa Economic Development Authority (IEDA) announced that $20 million in Manufacturing 4.0 Workforce 

Innovation grants have been awarded to 46 companies in Iowa. These grants are geared toward Iowa manufacturers 

with 76-250 employees across locations investing in Industry 4.0 technologies to address workforce issues exacerbated 

by the negative impacts of COVID-19. Awards are up to $500,000 in grant funding and a minimum match of 25 

percent was required.  

 

An additional $1.9 million in Technology Investment grants were awarded to 37 companies with 3-75 employees for 

projects that encompass the adoption and integration of smart technologies. These smaller companies received grants 

of up to $75,000 and a minimum match of 1:1 was required.  

   

IEDA is currently not accepting applications for Workforce Innovation grants. However, IEDA is still accepting 

applications for the Manufacturing 4.0 Technology Investment program grants for smaller manufacturers (3-75 

employees). For more information on this program or Iowa’s Manufacturing 4.0 plan, visit iowamfg.com or email 

info@iowamfg.com. 

 

(Contact:  Kristi Kious, 2-5290) 

 

Education 

 

Adult Education and Beyond 
 

Adult education and literacy opportunities, like high school equivalency courses, are vital programs provided at Iowa’s 

community colleges. Over 7,500 students enrolled in an Iowa adult education and literacy course during the 2020-21 

school year, and opportunities for adult learners from all skill levels are available. Courses like English language 

learner (ELL) classes, digital literacy and workplace literacy are tailored by the colleges for a working adult’s schedule 

and can provide new opportunities to earn credentials as well as confidence. 

 

At Eastern Iowa Community Colleges, adult education and literacy courses are considered an on-ramp to new career 

pathways. The experience of taking a course and building new skills can provide students with the foundational level 

to continue their education. 

 

“Students can build upon their noncredit classes and move to credit programs for diplomas and degrees,” said Scott 

Schneider, dean of adult education at Eastern Iowa Community Colleges. “So many people enter the high school 

equivalency program thinking they won’t succeed. When they do start achieving their goals in the program, they also 

begin thinking about college-level course work.” 

Schneider estimates that over 20 percent of students graduating from the high school equivalency course go on to 

enroll in other classes at Eastern Iowa Community Colleges. These additional courses leading to potential degrees can 

help students learn skills and stay competitive in Iowa’s job market. 
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“Now is the time to earn credentials,” he said. “It helps potential candidates in any type of job market, especially when 

jobs become more competitive.” 

 

To assist students in having more college experiences, Eastern Iowa Community Colleges has recently begun offering 

some introductory level courses along with their high school equivalency courses. Students can co-enroll in classes 

like medical terminology, introduction to computers and introduction to culinary while also pursuing their high school 

credentials. 

 

“Students can get their feet wet in a college-level course while taking the high school equivalency class,” Schneider 

said. “They can attend the classes in the same facility, which provides an environment they know and are comfortable 

in.” 

 

Community colleges providing dual opportunities in adult education and other training is becoming a growing trend. 

Integrated education and training (IET) programs are popping up across the state and offer students in high school 

equivalency and ELL programs the chance to learn a new trade and potentially earn college credits while also 

strengthening basic skills. IET programs can help students address short-term goals and also propel them towards a 

new career pathway. 
(Info from Iowa Department of Education) 

 

(Contact: Kristin Rozeboom 1-3015) 

 

Environmental Protection 

 

House Passes Legislation to Reduce Unnecessary Paperwork on Property 

Transfers 
  

On Monday, March 14, 2022, the Iowa House passed House File 2343 by a unanimous 93-aye vote.  The legislation 

amends the Code to provide for an exemption to filing a groundwater hazard statement to a deed in situations where no 

hazardous conditions exist.  In lieu of a hazardous groundwater, any deeds, instrument or writing by which real 

property is transferred in this state shall  for such property shall include on the first page of such documents a 

statement that no known groundwater hazard conditions exists.  The measure further clarifies that counties are directed 

to refuse to record any property which has neither a groundwater hazard statement or notation on the first page that no 

known groundwater hazard exists, but a recording violation in regards to this matter to shall not be the basis for 

invalidating the deed, instrument or writing.  The legislation was amended by floor actions to explicitly specify the 

components of a groundwater hazard which are: 

(a) private burial site,  

(b) well,  

(c) solid waste disposal site,  

(d) underground storage tank,  

(e) hazardous waste or  

(f) private sewage disposal system.  

 

(Contact:  Lew Olson 1-3096) 

 

Human Resources 

 

House Republicans Continue to Expand Access to Mental Health Care 
 

Over the last 5 years, the Legislature has passed bipartisan mental health reform, created the state’s first ever children’s 

mental health system, created long-term sustainable funding for the Mental Health and Disability Services Regions, 
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provided significant funds to mental health providers through Medicaid rates, and expanded access to mental health 

care through telehealth.  

 

However, too often legislators continue to hear that there are open beds at the 27 hospitals with inpatient psychiatric 

units, yet nowhere to put difficult mental health patients. Iowa House Republicans are committed to always working 

towards additional ways to treat mental illness like any other health care condition.   

 

That’s why this week, the House overwhelmingly passed three pieces of legislation to address mental health workforce 

and additional beds for Iowa’s most difficult patients.  

 

Adding Psychiatrists: House File 2529 funds 12 psychiatry residents per year with a focus on training through Iowa’s 

state facilities, including the mental health institutes. Iowa ranks 44th in the country in psychiatrists per capita. This 

bill will help increase the number of psychiatrists trained in Iowa, and provides preference to Iowans in the application 

process.  

 

Mental Health Provider Loan Forgiveness: House File 2549 provides $1.5 million per year to expand loan forgiveness 

opportunities to recruit and retain mental health providers in Iowa. In order to receive the funds, the mental health 

provider must commit to providing care in Iowa for at least 5 years. The funds will be prioritized to those working in 

mental health shortage areas.  

 

Psychiatric Intensive Care Unit: House File 2546 is a bill to require the Department of Human Services to establish a 

Medicaid rate for those needing a higher level of inpatient psychiatric care. By paying hospitals based on the acuity of 

the patient, more hospitals will be willing to care for the most difficult mental health patients.  

 

It takes time to develop the new mental health services and attract mental health providers to the state, and Iowa has 

made great progress in expanding community supports statewide. Once all of these services are up and running, they 

will serve mental health patients in the proper setting, decrease the time law enforcement will spend transporting 

patients and waiting in Emergency Rooms and jails, but most importantly, these bills will treat Iowans with mental 

illness like any other health condition.  

 

Supporting Children in Foster Care 
 

Recently, the House unanimously passed House File 2507, a bill that supports Iowa’s children in foster care. This bill 

comes from the Department of Human Services as a way to implement the federal Family First Act.  

 

Family First is a federal law that changes the direction of child welfare services across America. Iowa is the 11st state 

in the nation to receive approval for its prevention services and programs plan, and Iowa is receiving more federal 

money than any other state to support high quality legal representation for parents. Family First is intended to safely 

reduce the foster care population, place children with known and stable caregivers, and reduce the number of youth in 

shelter and group care settings.  

 

Iowa has already implemented many preventative practices and the data shows significant improvement. The chart 

below shoes the decrease in children being removed from their family over the last two years in every geographic area 

of the state.  
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More child welfare data can be found here and this information will be updated quarterly.  

 

Importantly, this bill requires courts to secure the least restrictive care and preferences placement with the child’s 

family whenever a child is removed from their parents. Too often, the child has been left out of the process and their 

voice is the most important in determining who will care for them. Children do best in families.   

 

The House also unanimously passed House File 2252 which will increase the upper age of foster care from 18 to 21 to 

ensure these foster youth are able to have adequate supports as they transition to adulthood. The bill also requires the 

courts to contemplate sibling placement throughout the adoption process for foster children, as we know that it can be 

extremely traumatic for children that have lost their parents, to additionally lose their siblings.  

 

(Contact: Kristin Rozeboom 1-3015) 

 

Information Technolgy 

 

House Republicans Act on Data Privacy 
 

In the absence of federal privacy legislation, states are starting to take the lead. California, Colorado, and Virginia all 

have data privacy laws. In Utah, a data privacy bill awaits the governor’s signature.  

 

House Republicans are also taking the lead on consumer privacy and passed HF 2506 this week that establishes 

consumers rights over their personal data, including the ability to see what data a company has collected about them.  

Additionally, it gives consumers the right to delete any personal data they have provided the company. It also sets 

parameters on how companies can handle and use the data they collect on consumers. HF 2506 also sets penalties for 

businesses that violate the law and consumers privacy.  

 

HF 2506 received bipartisan support in the House and awaits consideration in the Senate ahead of the second funnel 

deadline. 

 

https://dhs.iowa.gov/dashboard_childwelfare
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(Contact: Ben Gentz, 1-3452) 

 

Judiciary 

 

Second Funnel Quiet for House Judiciary Committee 
 

This week is the second funnel for the House and Senate. Most bills that originated in the house will need to be 

through a Senate committee by the end of this week, or they won’t be available to be debated this session. Here are a 

few of the bills sent by the House to the Senate that have officially met the deadline.  

 

HF 2220/ HSB 538-Anti-Semitism 

HF 2220 provides a clear definition of anti-Semitism. The definition is one adopted by the international Holocaust 

remembrance alliance on May 26, 2016. This definition will be used for helping determine when instances of illegal 

anti-Semitism actions occur.   

STATUS-Passed House and Senate 

 

HF 2239/ HSB 529- Rape Shield  

Rape shield laws protect a victim of sexual assault from being questioned about past sexual experiences while 

testifying. HF 2239 extends that protection to depositions and post-conviction relief. It will prevent a defendant from 

asking intrusive questions that would not be permitted in court testimony.  

STATUS-Senate Floor 

 

HF 2160/ HF 2014- Sex Assault-Reproduction 

Reproductive rape, creates a 4th degree sexual abuse crime when a doctor uses their own genetic material to 

impregnate a woman without her knowledge or consent.  Ensures the statute of limitations for this crime is treated like 

other sexual abuse crimes.   

STATUS-Passed House and Senate in different forms 

 

HF 2360/ HSB 590- Salary St. Ct. Administrator 

In the code there are contradictory statements on who sets state court administrators salary. One section permits the 

chief justice one permits the Supreme Court. HF 2360 allows the Supreme Court to set the salary instead of the chief 

justice.   

STATUS-Senate Debate Calendar 

 

HF 2419/ HF 2140- Expungement Domestic Abuse 

If a civil no contact order is dismissed, the person who had the no contact order issued against them can petition to 

have the order removed from Iowa Courts Online.   

STATUS-Senate Debate Calendar  

 

Public Safety Committee Funnel Survivors of Interest 

Below are a few of the Public Safety bills that advanced in the Senate and survived the second funnel. These bill could 

be debated in the senate and any point and eventually make their way to the Governor’s office for her signature.  

 

HF 2346/ HF 2093- No Contact Order License Plate 

A person who is the subject of a protective order shall provide the identification information for any vehicle they own 

or operate. This includes work vehicles. This includes Make, model, year, color, license plate. This info is then 

provided to the person who is protected by the order.  

STATUS-Senate Floor 

 

HF 2123/ HSB 597- Driver ID Missing Persons 

HF 2123 allows a driver's license or nondrivers ID picture to be used in missing persons cases. 
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STATUS-Senate Floor 

 

HF 2462/ HSB 652- Heroin 

HF 2462 makes penalties for the distribution of heroin the same as meth. 

STATUS-Senate Floor 

 

(Contact: Amanda Wille, 1-5230) 

 

Labor 

 

Iowa’s Unemployment Rate at 3.7 Percent in January 
 
Iowa’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate decreased to 3.7 percent in January from the revised December rate of 

3.9 percent. The state’s jobless rate was 4.4 percent one year ago. The U.S. unemployment rate in January increased to 

4.0 percent. 

 

The total number of unemployed Iowans decreased to 62,700 in January, down 2,200 from revised December data. 

Iowa businesses added 3,000 jobs in January, and the total number of working Iowans increased by 6,900 to 1,617,700. 

The labor force participation rate increased slightly to 66.8 percent. 

“These numbers show Iowa’s economic recovery is continuing to press forward,” said Beth Townsend, Director of 

Iowa Workforce Development. “IWD’s role is to continue that momentum by getting unemployed Iowans back into 

the workforce as quickly as possible. Since January, more than 640 Iowans involved in our Reemployment Case 

Management program have found new jobs. We will work as hard as possible to keep that number growing.” 

 

The last five years of monthly labor force data (2017-2021) recently were revised as required by the U.S. Department 

of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. This “benchmarking” is the periodic process of re-estimating statistics as more 

complete data becomes available, such as updated data from the U.S. Census Bureau. Prior-year estimates for the 

Current Employment Statistics (CES) and Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS) programs – key statistical 

measures of employment – are benchmarked annually.  Revised data are incorporated in January employment statistics 

when they are released each March. 

 

Seasonally Adjusted Nonfarm Employment 
 

Iowa businesses added 3,000 jobs in January, lifting total nonfarm employment to 1,556,300. Much of the increase 

stemmed from those industries involved in goods production, although service industries had some gains, particularly 

those related to accommodations and eating and drinking establishments. Private industries advanced by 1,600 jobs, 

and government added 1,400 (with 800 jobs being in local government). Compared to last year, government is now up 

7,900 jobs, mostly due to growth at the local level. 

 

Leisure and hospitality added the most jobs in January (+2,500). Aside from a mild loss of 800 jobs in December, this 

industry has generally trended up steadily since COVID quarantine efforts. Most gains were within accommodations 

and food services, which are up 6,500 jobs since August. Manufacturing added 1,700 jobs, with the bulk of gains in 

nondurable goods production (+1,100) and many related to food production and animal slaughtering and processing. 

Construction gained 600 jobs and now has added 2,800 jobs over the past three months. Sector losses were led by 

professional and business services (-2,200), mostly stemming from the administrative management and waste 

remediation services industry. This sector has been sluggish for several months and trails last year’s mark by 2,700 

jobs. Other services lost 1,000 jobs, mostly as a result of cutbacks in personal care industries. Smaller losses included 

trade, transportation, and utilities (-700) and information (-200). 

 

Annually, total nonfarm employment is up 31,100 jobs (+2.0 percent). Leisure and hospitality continue to restaff and 

lead all sectors with 16,500 jobs, most of which (+14,000) are within accommodations and food services. 



 
 

9 

Manufacturing has added 4,200 jobs. Gains have been in both durable and nondurable goods workshops. Construction 

has shown some recent signs of hiring and is now up 2,800 jobs. Annual job losses have been led by health care and 

social assistance (-3,200). This sector has been slower to rehire to pre-pandemic levels and has shed 800 jobs in the last 

two months. Finance and insurance have been slowly reducing staff levels and are down 900 jobs compared to last 

January. 

  
(Info from Iowa Workforce Development) 

 

(Contact: Kristin Rozeboom 1-3015) 

 

  Natural Resources 

 

House Passes Under-16 Fur Harvester DNR Fee Exemption 
 

On Thursday, March 10, 2022, the Iowa House passed House File 2369.  The measure proposes to expand the scope of 

situations when a person under 16-years of age does not need to purchase DNR hunting, or fur-harvesting licenses.  

Current law allows an under 16-years of age person without having a DNR fur-harvester license to accompany a fur-

harvester licensed person (parent, guardian; or a competent adult with consent of parent/guardian) while the 

parent/guardian/adult is hunting raccoons.  This legislation expands the fee exemption to include all fur-bearing game 

animals and whether hunting of other fur bearing game or the trapping of fur-bearing game.  This legislation would 

allow parents, guardians or other competent adults (given parental/guardian consent) to expose and train persons under 

16 years of age in the hunting and trapping of fur-bearing animals without requiring a person under 16-years of age to 
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purchase a state DNR license to hunt or trap any fur-bearing species during the state specified season.  The instigation 

for this bill comes from fur-harvesting licensed persons who wish to present and train a younger generation in the art 

and craft of hunting and trapping of fur-bearing game without requiring the youth to pay for DNR hunting, or fur-

harvesting licenses and habitat fees ($22, $26.5, and $15 respectively). 

  

House Passes Bill on Fur Bearing Animals 
 

On Thursday, March 10, 2022, the Iowa House considered and passed House File 2369 by a bipartisan 63-aye to 28-

nay vote.  The legislation proposes to amend current law on how fur bearing animals may be taken or destroyed to 

include situations and nuisance circumstances not authorized by prior permission by representatives of Natural 

Resources Commission (NRC). The measure would expand already allowed circumstances when the killing, trapping 

and ensnaring of fur-bearing animals which is allowed—(a) with prior permission of a representative of the NRC, or 

(b) occurs when prior permission is not possible (imminent danger) to protect a person, domestic animal or private 

property; to additionally include—(c) without prior permission taking of coyotes, racoons, possum, skunk, or 

groundhog when the taking/destruction is for nuisance control purposes.  Such fur-bearing animals taken without prior 

NRC permissions shall be disposed on site or relinquished to a representative of NRC. 

 

(Contact:  Lew Olson 1-3096) 

 

State Government 

 

State Government Committee Passes Moratorium on Eminent Domain 
 

This week the State Government Committee adopted an amendment to a Senate File that prohibits the Iowa Utilities 

Board from granting a pipeline company the right of eminent domain until March 1, 2023. The moratorium also 

prohibits pipeline companies the ability to apply for the right of eminent domain or exercise the right of eminent 

domain in order to complete hazardous liquid pipelines without the consent of effect property owners. 

Currently, pipeline companies are required to petition for a permit in order to construct, maintain, and operate a new 

hazardous liquid pipeline within the state. Within the permit petition companies are required to describe the route and 

potentially affected areas of the pipeline. The companies must request from the Iowa Utilities Board the right of 

eminent domain.  

 

The committee amendment will be considered by the full House of Representatives if the Senate File is considered on 

the floor. If adopted, the language prohibiting eminent domain for these hazardous liquid pipelines would replace the 

Senate File and be sent to the Senate for consideration. Nothing in the prohibition would stop carbon dioxide pipelines 

from continuing, but would force the companies to negotiate with property owners for the right to use their property. 

The committee members felt property owners in Iowa must have their constitutional rights to property.   

 

 (Contact: Jason Covey 1-3626) 

 

 

Gas Prices Continue to Rise Under Biden 
 

Iowans are feeling the pinch at the pump as gas prices continue to rise under the Biden Administration. Since President 

Biden took office a little over one year ago, gas prices have increased by 43% going from $2.46 per gallon nationally 

to $4.41.  

 

Transportation 

https://ycharts.com/indicators/us_gas_price#:~:text=US%20Retail%20Gas%20Price%20is%20at%20a%20current%20level%20of,52.22%25%20from%20one%20year%20ago.
https://ycharts.com/indicators/us_gas_price#:~:text=US%20Retail%20Gas%20Price%20is%20at%20a%20current%20level%20of,52.22%25%20from%20one%20year%20ago.
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The Weekly Fuel Report produced by the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship reported that as of 

March 9, the price of regular unleaded gasoline average $3.89 across Iowa. Prices rose 46 cents from just the week 

before, and $1.12 higher than one year ago. Retail diesel prices are even worse with the statewide average of $4.57. 

One year ago, diesel prices averaged $3.05 in Iowa.  

 

As the Governor has stated, “President Biden's short-sighted stance on electric vehicles is undermining Iowa’s 

renewable fuel industry while simultaneously jeopardizing America’s energy independence…With the policies we see 

coming out of Washington, it's never been more important that Iowa fights for renewable fuels like ethanol and 

biodiesel while looking for new ways to invest in the high-quality products we produce right here, right now in our 

state.” 

 

That is why House Republicans passed House File 2128 to increase Iowans’ access to biofuels by ensuring all gas 

stations who are compatible, offer E-15 as an option to consumers.  

 

 (Contact: Natalie Ginty 5-2063) 

 

Veterans Affairs 

 

Governor’s Workforce Bill to Help Iowa Veterans 
 

Recently, House File 2527 moved out of House Economic Growth Committee. This bill is the Governor’s workforce 

bill and includes many provisions related to Iowa veterans. The goal of this bill is to make Iowa the best place for 

veterans to live and work following their service.  

 

The bill includes the following: 

• Professional licensing of military spouses – Division IV requires licensing boards to establish a procedure to 

expedite the licensing of a person married to an active duty member of the military.  

• Professional licensing fees – Division IV waives the licensing fees for veterans that have at least a 25% 

service-connected disability.  

• EMS Certificate – Division V waives the examination fee for veterans taking the emergency medical care 

provider exam.  

• Fishing and Hunting Licenses – Division VI allows all Iowa veterans to have a lifetime hunting and fishing 

license.  

• Disabled veterans’ licenses – Division VII prohibits the DOT from charging fees for driver’s and motorcycle 

licenses to veterans with a 100% service-connected disability.  

Military Service Property Tax – under current law, veterans are entitled to a property tax exemption of $2,778 in 

taxable value or $1,852 for other honorably discharged veterans. Division VIII increases the exemption amount to 

$2,500. 

 

(Contact: Natalie Ginty 5-2063) 

 

Ways & Means 

 

Iowa Department of Revenue Publishes Initial Guidance  

on 2022 Tax Cut Bill 
 

This week the Department put out their first of what is likely to be many guidance memos addressing House File 2317 

that was signed earlier this month. The guidance focuses on the portions of the bill that relate to individual income and 

included the following information about the tax legislation: 
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• Provides one irrevocable election for employee-owners to exclude from state income tax the net capital gain 

from the sale of stock from one qualified employee-owned corporation. The stock can be sold all at once or 

over a fifteen-year period. 

• Excludes from Iowa income tax certain farm lease payments received by retired farmers who are 55 years of 

age or older or who are disabled. 

• Excludes from Iowa income tax certain capital gains of retired farmers who are 55 years of age or older or who 

are disabled. 

• Reduces over a three-year period the highest Iowa individual income tax rate, then converts to a flat tax rate of 

3.9% for tax years 2026 and later. 

• Excludes from Iowa income tax retirement income for individuals who are 55 years of age or older or who are 

disabled and provides the same exclusion to surviving spouses or other qualifying survivors who receive 

retirement income as a result of the death of an individual who would have qualified for the exclusion. 

 

The provisions listed above apply to tax years beginning on or after January 1, 2023, and some of the changes are 

phased in over a number of years. This means that HF 2317 does not impact your tax returns due on May 2, 2022. The 

Department will adopt rules and publish guidance related to these provisions in the future. 

 

(Contact:  Kristi Kious, 2-5290) 

 

 

 

   

 

 


