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Budget Bills Languish in Senate as Final 

Days of the 2022 Session Approaches 
 

With less than one week until the scheduled adjournment of this 

year’s legislative session, the biggest part of annual session remains in limbo – the budget.   

The House completed action on the Health & Human Services and Rebuild Iowa Infrastructure Fund budgets last 

week.  All nine budget bills drafted by the House budget subcommittees now reside in the Senate Appropriations 

Committee, awaiting further action. 

 

Senate Republicans have yet to publicly release their spending plans for the year.  The Governor released her budget in 

January and House Republicans have approved our plan and sent those priorities to the Senate.  The Senate has a 

number of bills that fiscal impacts on the budget but it remains unclear if any of those bills are funded inside the Senate 

Republican’s overall budget.  How the Senate funds these priorities has yet to be disclosed. 

 

 
 

 (Contact:  Brad Trow 1-3471) 

 

Agriculture 

 

 IDALS Secretary Mike Naig Comments on Federal E15 Waiver 
 

On Tuesday, April 12, 2022, the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship (IDALS) issued a press 

release in response to President Biden’s announcement of a federal waiver allowing year-round sales of E15.  This 
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announcement comes after a July 2021 D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals decision reversing the Environmental Protection 

Agency’s 2019 rule allowing year-round access.   

 

IDALS Secretary Naig commented--“Today’s announcement by President Biden is a step in the right direction, but it’s 

long overdue and needs to be permanent.  Iowans have been asking the administration to allow year-round sales of E15 

long before fuel prices spiked, yet the President has prioritized electric vehicles powered by Chinese-built batteries.  

Renewable fuels have a multitude of benefits for our state and help our country re-establish energy independence.  

Year-round access to E15 means stronger markets for Iowa’s farm families, more jobs in rural communities, cleaner 

burning, lower-cost fuels for consumers and less dependence on foreign energy. It is a win for Iowans and Iowa 

agriculture.”   

 

IDALS Secretary Naig also reiterated his support for Governor Reynolds’ E15 Access Standard legislation, House File 

2128, which will increase consumer access to higher blends of ethanol and biodiesel.   

“I want to thank Governor Reynolds for putting forward a bold plan to ensure Iowans have access to lower-cost, 

homegrown fuels. I’m hopeful that this critical piece of bipartisan legislation makes it to the Governor’s desk for her 

signature very soon.”  The measure passed the Iowa House more than two months ago on February 2, 2022, by a wide 

bipartisan 82-aye to 10-nay vote.  It should be noted that-- 

• The Iowa renewable fuels industry accounts for more than $5 billion (roughly 3 percent) of Iowa’s GDP, 

generating $2.5 billion of income for Iowa households and supporting almost 50,000 jobs throughout the 

state. 

• The Renewable Fuel Infrastructure Program (RFIP) has invested more than $50 million to help fuel 

marketers and retailers convert equipment to dispense and store renewable fuels 
 

 (Contact:  Lew Olson 1-3096) 

 

Commerce 

 

House Republicans Pass Improvements to the Bottle Bill System 
 

The current bottle deposit and redemption system has become outdated. One primary issue is the lack of redemption 

centers and viable and convenient options for redeeming cans and bottles. Many of the parties on all sides of the issue 

are ignoring the law without any consequences. Significant work was done last year that makes changes to the system. 

That work continued this year and this week the House passed a bottle bill reform measure that makes the bottle 

deposit and redemption system one that works for today’s consumers. 

 

Senate File 2378 takes many positive steps towards improving the current system. It increases the handling fee for 

redemption centers and retailers to take empty containers to three cents per container. It also gives retailers the ability 

to opt out of taking empty containers back if they meet one of the following criteria:  

1) retailer has a food establishment license and has a certified food protection manager on site,  

2) retailer has an agreement with a mobile redemption system, or  

3) the retailer is within the radius of a redemption center based on the convenience standard for their county. 

 

House Republicans also worked to ensure a number of consumer protections were included in the bill. These include 

ensuring the convenience standard (required radius for redemption center based on a county’s population) remains the 

law, encouraging additional redemption centers and retailers to take back empty containers by increasing the handling 

fee to three cents per container, and added enforcement mechanisms to ensure the law is enforced. 

 

Senate File 2378 as amended, also enhances enforcement by strengthening fines and enabling the DNR and attorney 

general to work together to ensure all stakeholders – retailers, distributors, redemption centers, and recyclers are 

following the law. Finally, establishes a legislative review committee that will meet ahead of the 2026 legislative 

session to review how the law is working and report back to the legislature its findings and recommendations.  

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2128&ga=89
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ba=HF2128&ga=89
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The current bottle deposit and redemption system has not been updated in over 40 years. These are positive changes 

for all Iowans that ensure consumers can conveniently redeem their empty containers. 

 

(Contact:  Ben Gentz,1-3452) 

 

Economic Growth   

 

Governor Announces $100 Million for “Destination Iowa” 
 

The Governor recently announced a new campaign called “Destination Iowa” and allocated $100 million toward the 

program’s quality of life projects in Iowa’s communities. The project’s goal is to attract visitors and new residents to 

the state. Cities, counties, nonprofits, and other organizations can apply for Destination Iowa grants from four separate 

funds: Economically Significant Development, Outdoor Recreation, Tourism Attraction, and Creative Placemaking. 

 

Applications will start being accepted on May 9, 2022. Funded projects must be completed by June 30, 2026. Funding 

is being made available through the federal American Rescue Plan Act. 

 

A webinar will be held on Friday, April 15, at 10 a.m. to explain the program and answer questions from potential 

applicants. If you are unable to join the webinar live, the recording will be posted at the top of this page and under the 

Resources section of each individual fund page. 

 

(Contact:  Kristi Kious, 2-5290) 

 

Education 

 

Iowa Schools Ranked By Performance 
 

Throughout this session we have seen the and heard a lot regarding education, particularly in our K-12 schools. But 

where do our schools rank and how are they ranked? The Iowa School Performance Profiles is an online tool that 

shows how public schools have performed on multiple measures. Each school receives an overall score based on its 

performance on certain accountability measures. These measures are as follows: 

 

• Student Participation on State Assessments—This requires that a minimum of 95% of a school’s enrollment 

participate in annual state assessments. The 95% rules also applies to a school’s student subgroups. 

• Academic Achievement—This measures two things: 

o Proficiency—The percentage of students in a school who are proficient in math and English language 

arts based on assessment results. 

o Average School Score—information about the average performance of students in English language 

arts and mathematics in school.  

• Student Growth—This examines student growth by looking at assessment scores over time to determine 

whether a student performed better or worse than students at the same grade level with similar scores.  

• Graduation Rate (High Schools)—This measure determines the percent of students who graduate from high 

school in four or five years. 

• Progress in Achieving English Language Literacy—For students whose first language is not English, this 

measures a student’s progress in obtaining English language proficiency across the domains of reading, 

writing, listening, and speaking. This measure is based on Iowa’s English language proficiency assessment. 

• Conditions for Learning—This measures school safety, engagement and learning environment based on a 

survey of students in grades 5 through 12.  
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Schools then receive a score for each accountability measure and then the scores are combined into an overall score. 

Schools also receive a score for each subgroup of students, such as students with disabilities. Subgroups must have 20 

or more students to receive a score. The average overall statewide school score is 54.91. These scores are used in two 

ways: Identifying schools in need of support and improvement (Comprehensive and Targeted) and Assign ratings of 

Exceptional, High Performing, Commendable, Acceptable, Needs Improvement, and Priority.  

 

The two categories we hear the most about are Comprehensive and Targeted schools. A school is identified for 

Comprehensive support and improvement if its overall score falls within the lowest five percent of Title I schools in 

the state or its graduation rate falls below 67.1 percent. A school is identified for Targeted support and improvement if 

a student subgroup score is as low as the lowest five percent of schools in the state. Student subgroups are: those who 

are eligible for free and reduced-price meals, English learners, students with disabilities, and students by racial/ethnic 

minority group (White, African American, Asian, Hispanic, Native American, Hawaiian/Pacific Islander, Multi-Racial. 

Comprehensive and Targeted schools maintain their designations for three years, giving the schools time to come up 

with a meaningful, effective plan.  

 

Schools receive ratings based on their overall score across those categories discussed above. The ratings and 

corresponding score ranges are as follows: 

 

 
 

The categories and percentages of schools that are within those categories are as follows: 

 
 

To view where your school falls, click here.  

 

For more information on the overall summary of the performance profiles in Iowa click here. To view the user guide 

click here. 
(Information from Iowa Department of Education) 
 

(Contact: Kristin Rozeboom 1-3015) 

 

 

 

https://www.iaschoolperformance.gov/ECP/StateDistrictSchool/SchoolRatings?y=2021
https://www.iaschoolperformance.gov/ECP/StateDistrictSchool/StateSummary?y=2021
https://www.iaschoolperformance.gov/ECP/Home/UserGuide
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Human Resources 

 

Glenwood Resource Center 
 

Recently, Governor Reynolds announced that the Glenwood Resource Center (GRC) will close in 2024. GRC is one of 

two state run resource centers in Iowa to serve Iowans with intellectual disabilities. GRC serves around 150 Iowans 

and has over 560 full time staff.  

 

In 2019, the US Department of Justice (DOJ) began an investigation of Glenwood Resource Center, and the Iowa 

Department of Human Services (DHS) began immediately gathering information, notifying family members, staff, and 

legislators of the DOJ investigation and working to determine what immediate actions were necessary to ensure the 

safety of patients at GRC. DOJ has since determined that the state of Iowa over-relies on institutional settings, like 

Glenwood, for serving Iowans with disabilities. To learn more about the DOJ investigation and reports, click here.  

 

The Governor has announced that over the next two years, GRC will continue to provide care to its residents while 

working with their guardians and families to transition them to community placements or the Woodward Resource 

Center. Existing staff at GRC will receive retention incentives to continue to work at GRC through this time.  

 

Last week the House provided financial support in the HHS Budget to expand opportunities for community placements 

by providing significant increases to home and community-based services rates, increasing the number of slots by 250 

to the intellectual disability waiver, and providing rate increases to Iowa’s ICF/ID facilities. The House is dedicated to 

ensuring that Iowans being transitioned out of GRC over the next two years have a new home that provides all the 

supports they need. 

 

(Contact: Natalie Ginty 5-2063) 

 

Information Technology 

 

FCC Announces Updated Broadband Maps 
 

After a long wait, updated broadband maps from the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) are coming this fall. 

The maps are mandated by the Broadband DATA Act, which was signed by President Trump in March of 2020, and 

are essential for distributing new federal broadband dollars from the recently passed infrastructure bill. 

 

The updated maps have faced a number of delays, as outlined by FCC Chair Jessica Rosenworcel back in December. 

But now, she has announced the maps will be built in the fall. After the maps are completed, stakeholders will examine 

the accuracy of the maps. 

 

Due to often identified issues with current FCC broadband maps, many states (including Iowa) have taken broadband 

mapping into their own hands to identify more accurately who has access to broadband internet. 

 

(Contact: Ben Gentz, 1-3452) 

 
 
 
 

https://dhs.iowa.gov/doj
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/1822
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Judiciary 

 

State Patrol Cracking Down on Drugged Driving 
 

“If you feel different, you drive different” that’s the message the Iowa State Patrol wants you to remember. 

Medication, alcohol, and illegal drugs can all impact how a person drives that’s why the National Highway Traffic 

Safety Administration (NHTSA) and the Iowa Governor’s Traffic Safety Bureau are working with state and local law 

enforcement officers to stop impaired driving.  

 

April 20th is often referred to as a marijuana holiday so the State Patrol and others will be increasing enforcement to 

keep everyone safe.  Beginning April 19th through April 22, he Iowa State Patrol and other law enforcement 

departments will have extra officers out to combat impaired driving. While some may think driving after using 

marijuana isn’t a big deal, the statistics show otherwise. From 2009 to 2018 the number of drivers killed in crashes 

who tested positive for marijuana nearly doubled. In 2018, 46% of drivers killed in crashes who were tested, were 

found to have drugs in their system.  

 

If you are impaired, in any way, plan on having a safe ride. The Department of Public Safety offers these tips to help 

keep everyone safe: 

•    If you have used an impairing substance such as marijuana, do not drive. Passengers should never ride with an 

impaired driver. If you think a driver may be impaired, do not get in the car. 

•    If you are drug-impaired, pass the keys to a sober driver who can safely drive to the destination. It is never okay to 

drive while impaired by any substance.  

•    Do you have a friend who is about to drive while impaired by drugs? Take the keys away and arrange to get them 

home safely. Don’t worry about offending someone — they’ll thank you later. 
(Info from Iowa Department of Public Safety) 
 

(Contact: Amanda Wille, 1-5230) 

 

Labor 

 

IowaWORKS Now Offering New Tech Training Opportunity  

for Dislocated Workers 
 

Dislocated workers across Iowa now have access to a new career pathway in a high-demand field. IowaWORKS, in 

conjunction with JobWorks Education and Training Systems, are partnering to offer the TechWorks training program 

to create an accelerated pathway toward a career in information technology. 

 

The 12-week course is designed to be flexible and will primarily target Iowans who have lost employment through no 

fault of their own due to the impact of the pandemic. Participants will take part in virtual training leading to two 

valuable IT training certificates (A+ Certification and IT Fundamental Certification) that will help support a new 

career in IT. 

 

“Our state can’t afford to leave any workers on the sidelines, so we’re thrilled to begin offering this unique pathway to 

bring more Iowans into high-demand fields,” said Beth Townsend, Director of Iowa Workforce Development. “It’s no 

secret that IT professionals are a highly sought-after talent base. This program helps give dislocated workers a skillset 

and a quick turnaround into a promising career.” 

Each program participant will receive a laptop at no cost to them, and those who complete the full course will get to 

keep their equipment. IowaWORKS career planners will help guide participants through the course and ensure they 

have the support necessary to be job-ready. Iowa currently has more than 2,500 IT-related job openings. 
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New cohorts for the program will begin each month. For more information on how to get enrolled in the 

program, reach out to your local IowaWORKS office or contact Jama Robinson at jama.robinson@iwd.iowa.gov or 

319-365-9474 ext 31202. 
(Info from Iowa Workforce Development and IowaWorks) 

 

(Contact: Kristin Rozeboom 1-3015) 

 

  Natural Resources 

 

House Passes Liquidated Damages & Depredation Permits for Antlerless 

Deer Change Measure 
 

On Wednesday, April 6, 2022, the Iowa House passed Senate File 581.  The legislation, as it passed the Senate in April 

of 2021, proposed to make several changes concerning anterless deer population management which includes: 

 

(a) reduction of the liquidated damages to the state for illegally taking or possessing an antlerless deer (does and 

immature males) from $1,500 to 500 (this was amended to $750);  

(b) direction to the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to lower the cost of depredation permits to take deer 

causing property damage from $15 to $2 (amended by floor action to $5), and requires such licenses to be issued and 

used in September, October, November and December;  

(c) instruction that any unsold antlerless deer licenses not used during the deer season in each county to be made 

available during the January antlerless deer season; and  

(d) requires DNR to conduct triennial deer population and deer damage study on a county-by-county basis with report 

to the Governor and General Assembly of its findings.   

 

The bill was amended to increase the liquidated damage assessment for taking antlerless deer out-of- season or without 

appropriate licensed from the bill’s specified $500 to $750, and increases the proposed depredation license/deer 

shooting  permit from $2 to $5.  Two additional amendments from the minority were also added.  One amends 

provisions dealing with lifetime trout fishing licenses (enacted last session), to add persons who qualify for the 

disabled veteran homestead credit under Code section 425.15.   The other add new Code language that would carve 

out/reserve up to fifty of the 6,000 nonresident anysex deer licenses to be available to a non-profit organization that 

host guided hunting services for veterans of U.S. armed forces.   If any of the fifty such reserved licenses are not used 

by a deadline established by the Natural Resources Commission, any remainder shall be available for distribution with 

the rest of the 6,000 nonresident anysex deer licenses.  The measure moved back to the Iowa Senate for its 

consideration of House changes to the bill. 

 

DNR Monitoring for Avian Influenza in Wild Birds 
  

On Friday, April 8, 2022, Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) announced that DNR and its federal partners 

are working together to monitor for the presence of  avian influenza in Iowa’s wild birds.  Avian influenza is a highly 

transmissible, naturally occurring disease often found in certain waterfowl and shorebirds.  There are various strains of 

the disease ranging from strains causing no harm to domestic poultry to strains that are lethal.   

 

The United States Department of Agriculture Animal Plant Health Inspection Service (USDA-APHIS) has an online 

database tracking avian influenza positive wild birds by state 

at https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-

2022/2022-hpai-wild-birds.   

 

Contact information is available online at www.iowadnr.gov under the About DNR tab on the homepage. Also see— 

• (https://www.iowadnr.gov/Portals/idnr/uploads/contacts/wildlife_management.pdf) 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA0MDguNTYxMjkzMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5hcGhpcy51c2RhLmdvdi9hcGhpcy9vdXJmb2N1cy9hbmltYWxoZWFsdGgvYW5pbWFsLWRpc2Vhc2UtaW5mb3JtYXRpb24vYXZpYW4vYXZpYW4taW5mbHVlbnphL2hwYWktMjAyMi8yMDIyLWhwYWktd2lsZC1iaXJkcz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.uuGrlO8TeYoKJC6nKkH0ty06nWF1upQLfNttKKGQ6T4/s/601016225/br/129555347497-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA0MDguNTYxMjkzMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5hcGhpcy51c2RhLmdvdi9hcGhpcy9vdXJmb2N1cy9hbmltYWxoZWFsdGgvYW5pbWFsLWRpc2Vhc2UtaW5mb3JtYXRpb24vYXZpYW4vYXZpYW4taW5mbHVlbnphL2hwYWktMjAyMi8yMDIyLWhwYWktd2lsZC1iaXJkcz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.uuGrlO8TeYoKJC6nKkH0ty06nWF1upQLfNttKKGQ6T4/s/601016225/br/129555347497-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA0MDguNTYxMjkzMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3Lmlvd2FkbnIuZ292P3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.oa3snGiv7atw5XHGG6sjYR4NJhJZYb-c696ZPpRaqsc/s/601016225/br/129555347497-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA0MDguNTYxMjkzMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pb3dhZG5yLmdvdi9Qb3J0YWxzL2lkbnIvdXBsb2Fkcy9jb250YWN0cy93aWxkbGlmZV9tYW5hZ2VtZW50LnBkZj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.R-838YJVDUvkOOSaLTMPXjJa32seD5X3gtOK0dIL91Q/s/601016225/br/129555347497-l
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• (https://www.iowadnr.gov/Portals/idnr/uploads/Law%20Enforcement/dnrlemap31422.pdf) 

 

Avian influenza can exist in a deceased bird for several weeks, depending upon environmental conditions.  Avian 

influenza’s impact on upland birds, like wild turkeys, is much less, because of the behaviors and preferred habitats 

make them less likely to encounter the disease in the wild.   Spring turkey hunters can find information on handling 

and preparing wild turkeys online 

at https://www.aphis.usda.gov/publications/animal_health/2015/fsc_hpai_hunters.pdf 

 

(Contact:  Lew Olson 1-3096) 

 

State Government 

 

Iowa Sports Wagering Revenue Increased by March Madness 
 

According to reports published by the Iowa Racing and Gaming Commission, Iowans placed $233.5 million worth of 

sports wagers in the month of March. Not surprising as March is normally the busiest month outside of football season 

for sports wagering. However, 2022 saw a 44.7% increase in wagers from March 2021. Of the $233.5 million in 

wagers, $14.4 million was realized in taxable revenue and nearly $1 million in tax revenue for the state. Currently the 

Sports Wagering Fund does not have a dedicated appropriation.  

 

At the end of March, the Iowa House passed House File 2566 with 87 votes. House File 2566, a bill originating in the 

State Government Committee, would address the question of how and where to spend the revenue generated by sports 

wagering. If enacted, current and future funds in the Sports Wagering Fund would be appropriated to the County 

Endowment Fund, which is a collection of 84 counties that do not have a licensed casino in the county. The County 

Endowment Fund Program has distributed grants in several focus areas including public/societal benefit, human 

services, education, arts and culture, health, and environment improvements and protections. The goal of the bill is to 

help more evenly spread the revenue from gambling and sports wagering across all counties in Iowa. Iowans from all 

99 counties gamble in casinos and on sports wagers. However, currently the County Endowment Fund Program only 

receives 0.8% of the commercial gaming tax revenue. In 2021, the County Endowment Fund Program distributed 

$12.5 million across the 84 counties. If enacted, this bill would boost the amount of money injected back into these 

communities. 

 

As of now House File 2566 has been assigned to the Senate State Government Committee and awaits further action 

from the Senate to enact this important piece of legislation. If enacted, the $972,991 in tax revenue from March sports 

wagering would be dispersed across Iowa’s 99 counties to help improve local communities.  

 

 (Contact: Jason Covey 1-3626) 

 

 

Overweight Load Regulations Suspended for Spring Planting 
 

On April 11, Gov. Kim Reynolds signed a proclamation allowing the transportation of oversize and overweight loads 

of grain for 30 days during the spring planting season. 

 

The proclamation allows vehicles transporting corn, soybeans, other agricultural seed, water, herbicide, pesticide, 

fertilizer (dry, liquid, and gas), manure (dry and liquid), gasoline, diesel #1, diesel #2, ethanol, and biodiesel to be 

overweight (not exceeding 90,000 pounds gross weight) without a permit for the duration of this proclamation.  

  

Transportation 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA0MDguNTYxMjkzMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5pb3dhZG5yLmdvdi9Qb3J0YWxzL2lkbnIvdXBsb2Fkcy9MYXclMjBFbmZvcmNlbWVudC9kbnJsZW1hcDMxNDIyLnBkZj91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.h-pRJFckW7ckQVlKGFZ6DvQdVr5Ix-melkNcFOY7SlE/s/601016225/br/129555347497-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA0MDguNTYxMjkzMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5hcGhpcy51c2RhLmdvdi9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMvYW5pbWFsX2hlYWx0aC8yMDE1L2ZzY19ocGFpX2h1bnRlcnMucGRmP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.ZnvgaJ81Hi7l-d0-KHeXZKSAteHdH_SRXseEjj2s7DM/s/601016225/br/129555347497-l
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This proclamation applies to loads transported on all highways within Iowa (excluding the interstate system) and those 

which do not exceed a maximum of 90,000 pounds gross weight, do not exceed the maximum axle weight limit 

determined under the non-primary highway maximum gross weight table in Iowa Code § 321.463 (6) (b), by more than 

12.5 percent, do not exceed the legal maximum axle weight limit of 20,000 pounds, and comply with posted limits on 

roads and bridges.  

 

The Governor provided the following reasoning for this new spring proclamation -“Unprecedented economic and 

foreign policy challenges have disrupted the food supply chain and worsened the inflation we are seeing across the 

country, but Iowa farmers stand ready to answer the call, as they have always done. This Proclamation is intended to 

help our farmers meet this global challenge by providing regulatory relief for the transportation of crop inputs 

necessary for a timely and successful planting season.”   

 

 (Contact: Natalie Ginty 5-2063) 

 

Veterans Affairs 

 

Iowa Senate Approves Veteran Appointees 
 

This week, the Iowa Senate unanimously approved Matthew Peterson as Commandant of the Iowa Veterans Home and 

Steven Lukan as Executive Director of the Iowa Department of Veterans Affairs.  According to the Governor’s press 

releases announcing their appointments: 

 

“Peterson’s 20-year career and seven deployments in the Marine Corps infantry have placed him in a wide range of 

leadership positions spanning thirty countries and five continents. Since retiring from the military, he has directed a 

working ranch and currently serves as the Executive Director of a nonprofit organization, as well as a high school 

teacher.  Peterson holds an undergraduate degree in Philosophy and Government from New Mexico State University. 

He also received master’s degrees in Political Science from Liberty University and another in Organizational 

Leadership from Gonzaga University. He is a fifth-generation Iowan from Red Oak.” 

 

“Lukan is a former state representative, serving Iowa House District 32 from 2003-12. From 2008-12, he assisted in 

guiding the House Republican Caucus as assistant leader. During Lukan’s time in the Iowa House, he also chaired the 

House Economic Development Appropriations Committee, championed the creation of the House Veterans Affairs 

Committee and enacted legislation to help disabled veterans through establishment of the Veterans Trust Fund.” Lukan 

also served as director of the Governor’s Office of Drug Control Policy prior to being appointed as Iowa VA executive 

director in 2017.  

 

“Lukan served four years in the U.S. Navy, earning four promotions and obtaining the rank of Petty Officer 2nd Class. 

He was awarded the Good Conduct Medal and Navy Achievement Medal.” 

 

(Contact: Natalie Ginty 5-2063) 

 

Ways & Means 

 

Federal Taxes Due Monday, April 18 
 
Federal Tax Day for 2021 filings is right around the corner. The deadline is Monday, April 18th for 2021 tax filings. If 

you have filed for an extension you have until October 17, 2022 to file your 2021 return.  
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Iowa’s due date is not until the end of the month. The usual filing deadline for Iowa income tax returns is April 30. If 

90 percent of the tax due is paid by that time, the deadline is extended to October 31. No extension form is available or 

required. There are extensions available in certain circumstances. More information can be found on the Iowa 

Department of Revenue’s website.  
 

(Contact:  Kristi Kious, 2-5290) 

 

 

 


