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Bill:  House File 2340 (Formerly HSB 633) 
Committee: Public Safety  
Floor Manager: Rep. Paustian 
Date:  April 11, 2022  
Staff:  Amanda Wille (1-5230) 
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Senate Floor: 
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Public Safety Nuisance 
 

• HF 2340 allows an establishment to be declared a public safety nuisance. 
 

• A court can order changes to the establishment, including temporary closure, changes in business practice, 
and revocation of their license.    

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Section by Section Analysis 
 
Section 1 – Alcoholic Beverage Control- Public Safety Nuisances- Procedure (123.56)  
 
Under this code section, a public safety nuisance exists at a licensed premise when clear and convincing evidence 
shows that an owner, manager, employee, or guest of the premises does any of the following on the premises, 
or in any parking lots or areas, including but not limited to public rights of way, adjacent to the licensed premises: 

- Illegally uses a weapon 
- Assaults another person with a dangerous weapon and the assault results in serious injury or death.  
- Engages in a riot on at least three separate days in a 12-month period and law enforcement is called to 

disperse the riot. A person who joins or remains in part of a riot does not have to be the same person 
for each riot incident.  

 
If the county attorney or city attorney believes a public safety nuisance exists, they can file a law suit. Evidence 
of the current violations under this chapter are admissible, as is evidence of previous sanctions, law violations, 
nuisance behavior and general reputation relating to the establishment.  
 
Once a suit has been filed, alcohol may only be sold or consumed on the property between 6:00 am and 10:00pm 
every day during the pending action.  
 
If the district court finds a public safety nuisance exists the court may enter judgement to end the nuisance. This 
can include but is not limited to temporary closure, revocation of the license, required changes in business 
practices, or posting of a bond that can be forfeited if changes not made.  
 
A licensed premise does not include a food establishment.  Licensed premises- where alcoholic beverages are 
authorized to be sold and the serving of food is only incidental to the consumption of alcoholic beverages.  
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