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Bill:  House File 2239 (Formerly HSB 529) 
Committee: Judiciary  
Floor Manager: Rep. Westrich 
Date:  May 24, 2022 
Staff:  Amanda Wille (1-5230) 

House Committee:  
House Floor: 
 
Senate Floor: 
Governor:   

PASSED on January 31 (19-0) 
PASSED on February 22 (91-3) 
PASSED on April 4 (97-0) 
PASSED on March 29 (47-0) 
SIGNED on May 24, 2022 
 
 

 

Rape Shield Expansion 
 

• Rape shield laws protect a victim of sexual assault from being questioned about past sexual experiences while 
testifying. HF 2239 extends that protection to depositions and post-conviction relief. It will prevent a 
defendant from asking intrusive questions that would not be permitted in court testimony. 
 

• Fiscal note: no impact can be determined but it may have an impact to the public defender’s budget.   
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Section by Section Analysis 
 
Section 1- Evidence- Evidence- Victims of Sexual Abuse (622.31A) 
Currently, a victim of a sexual assault cannot be questioned about past sexual history or partners if they take 
the witness stand.  
  
The changes in this code section extends these rules of evidence to protect a victim from facing this line of 
questioning during a deposition or in a postconviction action.     
  
If a defendant wants to ask questions of this nature in discovery or postconviction action they can request an 
in-camera review with the judge to determine if this information is relevant and to balance the probative value 
of the evidence with the danger of unfair prejudice. 
 
Section 2- Evidence- Admissibility of Evidence in Certain Physical Abuse and Sexual Offense Cases (622.31A) 
 
This bill permits a hearsay exception if the victim of a sexual assault was a child or person with cognitive 
impairment.  
 
A third party will be permitted to testify about the victims out of court statements made about the assault.  
In order to waive the hearsay exception notice must be given to the defendant. This notice must include the 
names of the people testifying, and a written summary of the statement they will offer.  
  
The court can review this information away from the jury to determine if there are sufficient safeguards in 
place to protect both the victim and defendant. 



       

2 
 

 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Amendment Analysis 
 
 


	Section by Section Analysis

