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Boards of Adjustment Variance Power 

• Allows boards of adjustments to grant variances to zoning ordinances if the variance does not alter the 
character of the surrounding neighborhood and the owner can prove that practical difficulties are not self-
created and are unique to the property.  

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Section by Section Analysis 
 
Section 1 – Powers of board (Iowa Code 335.15(4)) 
New Subsection – Allows boards of adjustment to grant variances from zoning ordinances if the property 
owner prove that practical difficulties are unique to their property and not self-created. Variances cannot 
significantly alter the character of the surrounding neighborhood.  
 
Section 2 – Powers (Iowa Code 414.12(4)) 
New Subsection – Allows boards of adjustment to grant variances from zoning ordinances if the property 
owner prove that practical difficulties are unique to their property and not self-created. Variances cannot 
significantly alter the character of the surrounding neighborhood.  
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