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School Funding Overview 

As August approaches and families begin their school year 

preparations, it’s time to review the level of state funding provided 

to Iowa schools. 

 

During the 2022 legislative session, the General Assembly set the growth factor for school funding at 2.50%. The 

Legislature also provided an additional $5 per student to address the school funding equity issue that has existed since 

the implementation of the school funding formula. These increases have raised the state’s funding level for each 

student – known as state cost per pupil - to $7,413 for Fiscal Year 2023 (2022-2023 school year). This is an increase 

of $186 over the previous year’s level. 

 

State Cost Per Pupil 2012-2023 (Funding per pupil) 

 

 
Since Iowans put Republicans in control of the Iowa House in the 2010 election, school funding has not only steadily 

risen but school funding was protected from budget reductions throughout the last decade. State funding per pupil 
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has grown by $1,530 over the past eleven years. The overall amount of funding provided to schools each year has 

climbed from $2.624 billion in Fiscal Year 2012 to $3.564 billion for the upcoming school year. 

 

Increasing the state funding per pupil has not been the only change enacted by the Legislature. Over the last five 

years, the General Assembly has taken additional steps to address the inequity in transportation costs experienced by 

districts. In the 2022-2023 school year, $29.5 million of funding will help ensure that all Iowa school districts do not 

spend more than the statewide average cost per student for transportation costs. 

 

The General Fund is not the only source of state funding to Iowa schools. The Secure an Advanced Vision for 

Education (SAVE) fund provides schools with funding from one cent of Iowa sales tax to be used on infrastructure 

needs. In Fiscal Year 2012, Iowa schools split $394.1 million thru SAVE.  Now a decade later, that amount has risen 

significantly.  Through the end of June, Iowa school districts had received $607.3 million in Fiscal Year 2022.  This 

amounts to a 54 percent increase in funding since Republicans took control of the Iowa House of Representatives in 

the wake of the 2010 election. 

 

While some advocacy groups and so-called journalists claim funding for Iowa schools is woefully short, the actual 

sums of money spent by taxpayers on K-12 education show significant, sustained growth. 

 

(Contact:  Brad Trow 1-3471) 

 

 
 

ISU Extension: Water Quality Efforts to Be Made Visual at Farm Show 

On Friday, July 15, 2022, the Iowa State University (ISU) Extension and Outreach issued a press release announcing 

that there will be a water quality exhibit at this year’s farm show at the end of August near Boone, Iowa.  Water quality 

improvements often happen in fields and underground – places that can be hard to see up close and in one setting.  But 

thanks to the aid of computer monitors, visual demonstrations and printed material, the water quality team with Iowa 

State University Extension and Outreach is planning to make water quality improvement very visual during this year’s 

Farm Progress Show, August 30th -September 1st   near Boone 

 

IDALS Urges Iowans to be on the Lookout for Spotted Lanternflies 

On Tuesday, July 26, 2022, the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship (IDALS) issued a press release 

in which the state agency asks Iowans to be on the lookout for spotted lanternfly insects. The colorful but invasive and 

destructive insect is native to China, India, and Vietnam, and was accidentally introduced into Pennsylvania in 2014. 

It has since been confirmed in eleven states and often spreads by the movement of infested material or items 

containing spotted lanternfly egg masses.  If allowed to spread further in the United States, this pest could seriously 

impact the country’s grape, orchard, nursery, and logging industries. 

A community member notified IDALS of the presence of two immature spotted lanternflies in Dallas County earlier 

this month. Federal identification confirmed the sample as a spotted lanternfly. Surveys of the immediate area have 

not resulted in signs of an ongoing infestation and entomologists hope the insects recently hitchhiked into the area. 

 

Spotted lanternfly adults and nymphs frequently gather in large numbers on host plants. They are easiest to spot at 

dusk or at night as they migrate up and down the trunk of the plant.  During the day, they tend to cluster near the base 

of the plant if there is adequate cover or in the canopy, making them more difficult to see.  It feeds on a wide range of 

fruit, ornamental, and woody trees, with tree-of-heaven being one of the preferred hosts.  Plants preferred include 

grapes and hops, and the following trees: almond, apple, apricot, cherry, maple, nectarine, oak, peach, pine, plum, 

poplar, sycamore, tree-of-heaven, walnut, and willow. Infested plants may ooze or weep and have a fermented odor. 

A buildup of sticky honeydew on plants or the ground underneath the plants may be present. A sooty mold may also 

Agriculture 
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occur on infested plants and fruit. The sucking of sap from plants can reduce the products of photosynthesis, thereby 

weakening the plant and eventually contributing to the plant’s death. 

If you think you have found a spotted lanternfly, please call the Entomology and Plant Science Bureau at 515-725- 

1470 or e-mail Entomology@IowaAgriculture.gov. You may also contact your local county Iowa State University 

Extension Office. 

 
 

(Contact:  Lew Olson 1-3096) 

 

 
 

MISO Approves New Transmission, Includes Iowa Projects 

The board this week approved a $10.3 billion transmission plan that could support approximately 53 GW of renewable 

energy found in state and utility clean energy goals in its northern and central regions. Several of these transmission 

projects would cross Iowa. 

 

This week, the Midwest Independent System Operator’s (MISO) Board of Directors unanimously approved a 

significant portfolio of long-range transmission projects. The $10.3 billion investment includes 18 transmission 

projects in MISO’s Midwest Subregion that could support approximately 53 GW of renewable energy found in state 

and utility clean energy goals in its northern and central regions. This Tranche 1 portfolio is the first of four planned 

tranches in MISO’s Long-Range Transmission Planning (LRTP) process. These projects are needed to begin to 

integrate new generation resources outlined in MISO member and states plans and increase resiliency in the face of 

severe weather events. Several of these transmission projects would cross Iowa. 

Commerce 
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MISO used existing transmission corridors to plan this portfolio of projects, reducing the impact on local areas and 

communities, lowering construction costs, and shortening implementation time. LRTP is an integral component 

of MISO’s Response to the Imperative — the shared responsibility that states, utilities, members, and MISO have to 

address the complex challenges driven by generation fleet change and extreme weather events increasingly threatening 

electric reliability in the region. 

 

MISO also has plans to develop additional transmission projects for its northern and central areas, followed by one for 

its southern region and then one to increase transmission capacity between its northern and southern areas. 

 

These projects are expected to begin coming online in 2028. 

 

(Contact:  Ben Gentz,1-3452) 

 

 
 

More than $4.5 Million Funding Destination Iowa Projects 

Governor Kim Reynolds and the Iowa Economic Development Authority (IEDA) announced $4.65 million in grant 

funding for three projects through Destination Iowa. The $100 million program, announced in April, invests in projects 

that will increase the quality of life in Iowa communities, enhance tourism, and attract new residents. 

 
Black Hawk County Conservation and Linn County Conservation 

Jointly awarded $3,500,000 to pave 16 miles of the Cedar Valley Nature Trail. This project would complete the 

original 52-mile trail, connecting the Waterloo/Cedar Falls and Cedar Rapids metropolitan areas entirely by nature 

trail. 

 

City of Maquoketa and Jackson County Conservation 

Awarded $750,000 for improvements to the Prairie Creek Recreation Area, including the installation of a whitewater 

paddling course on the Maquoketa River, a championship-caliber disc golf course, and ADA-accessible hiking trails. 

 

City of Colfax 

Economic Growth 
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Awarded $400,000 for improvements to Quarry Springs Park, located off Interstate 80. Funding for the “Relax in 

Colfax” project will assist with the creation of a new 30-site RV campground, a modern shower house and bathrooms, 

and an ADA-accessible dock. 

 

IEDA has been accepting applications since May and will continue to review applications on a rolling basis through 

December 31, 2022 or until funding runs out. The first round of funding was announced in late June and included four 

awards totaling $16.5 million. Applications are scored based on eligibility, completeness, and the project’s ability to 

meet the program goal of creating transformational tourism attractions. Cities, counties, nonprofits, and other 

organizations can apply for Destination Iowa grants through four separate funds: Economically Significant 

Development, Outdoor Recreation, Tourism Attraction, and Creative Placemaking. 

 

Funded projects must be completed by June 30, 2026. For more information on the Destination Iowa program, visit 

iowaeda.com/destination-iowa/. Funding for this program is being made available through the federal American 

Rescue Plan Act. 

 

Contact:  Kristi Kious, 2-5290)) 

 

 
 

Parental Choice, School Transparency Key to House GOP Efforts 

The way in which many parents view public education has shifted since parents got a glimpse into what their 

children were learning with the rise of online schooling due to COVID.  Republican legislators have heard 

time and time again that parents would like more and reasonable access to the curriculum and content, not to 

mention basic transparency from the school boards, administrators and teachers. Parents simply want to 

know want to know what is being taught to their kid without it feeling like it’s being hidden from them. 

Because there is no good reason why curriculum is kept secret. 

 

When it comes to one’s own child, parents have a right to know what is being taught, what materials are 

being used, who is coming in to speak, and what books are being utilized. When the parent has access to 

their child’s education, the parent can decide if they want to opt their child out of something, if they want to 

make sure they discuss issues with their child, or if they need to speak to the school about a concern and get 

questions answered. 

 

The parent, not the state, not the school and not even the teacher, should be the one that gets to decide. 

 

All that being said, House Republicans passed legislation that unfortunately died in the Senate to get at this 

very issue. Parents want transparency and House Republicans approved a workable solution which achieved 

that. 

 

School districts and teachers were concerned that any changes would overburden them with additional work. 

In the interest of cooperation, House Republicans met with education groups to figure out the best path 

forward for parents and the most workable solution for teachers. The end result was the culmination of many 

meetings and iterations of the original bill. Contrary to what the left-wing activists and Democrats on social 

media might tell you, this bill did not ever ban books or target teachers. Comments about book bans were 

deliberate falsehoods and easy fodder for progressive social media mobs. 

 

The House Republican bill allowed parents to opt their child out of using certain classroom instructional 

materials. Transparency requirements allowed the parents to review what was used inside classrooms. A 

Education 
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parent is not deciding for somebody else what their child will be reading but they also are not giving up their 

right to protect their child from objectionable material. 

 

Teachers are responsible to post instructional material and parents are responsible to review it. Simply put, it 

is on the parent to review the instructional materials and opt-out if that is what is best for their own child. As 

for books in school libraries, no books were banned. Instead, parents would be provided access to the 

school’s library catalogue, whether it is an online or physical catalogue, and can decide if there are specific 

library materials they do not want their child to check out. Again, it is the parent’s choice. A parent would be 

able to begin a process for the selection, reconsideration, and removal of materials from libraries that are 

operated by the school district. Not a ban, but a process. This process begins with the parent, goes to the 

school district, which goes to the school board. The school district and board are the decision-makers. If the 

parent is unhappy they can appeal to the State Board of Education who will make the final decision. If 

parents are unhappy with the final outcome, then replacing school board members with pro-parent 

individuals is always an option. 

 

Nothing in that process is a book ban. Parents are working with the school district and school board to decide 

what is best. It is not the parent against the school and school administrators, teachers and board members 

need to see parents as partners not problems. Parents and school districts should be working together to look 

out for the best interest of the child while respecting the parents’ right to make decisions about their OWN 

child’s education. 
 

(Contact: Kristin Rozeboom 1-3015) 

 

 
 

DNR to Accept Public Comment for Water Quality Certification of Permit 

On Thursday, July 14, 2022, the Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) published its electronic newsletter 

‘EcoNewsWire’ which contained an article that this state agency is accepting public and stakeholder comments 

regarding the Section 401 Water Quality Certification of the new U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) Regional 

Permit 48.  Regional Permits are general permits authorizing certain activities under Section 404 of the federal Clean 

Water Act, which involve discharges of dredged or fill material into waters of the United States.  Regional Permit 48 

authorizes fill material placed in waters of the United States for residential developments.  Applicants seeking 

authorization to discharge to waters of the United States must also have a Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality 

Certification from the DNR.  With a few exceptions, projects permitted using a regional permit with DNR certification 

do not require DNR’s individual certification.  Exceptions identified in the Antidegradation Implementation Procedure 

(2010 and 2016) do require individual certification.  Written comments regarding the certification and antidegradation 

analysis can be submitted until 4:30 p.m. on August 15, 2022.  Please send written comments via email 

to Section401WQC@dnr.iowa.gov or by mail to Iowa DNR, Attn: Section 401 Water Quality Certification, 502 East 

Ninth St., Des Moines, Iowa, 50319. 

 

View the proposed water quality certification, antidegradation analysis and Regional Permit 48 under DNR/Corps of 

Engineers Public Notices at https://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Water-Quality/Section-401-Water-  

Quality-Certification. 
 

(Contact:  Lew Olson 1-3096) 

Environmental Protection 

mailto:Section401WQC@dnr.iowa.gov
https://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Water-Quality/Section-401-Water-Quality-Certification?utm_medium=email&amp;utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Water-Quality/Section-401-Water-Quality-Certification?utm_medium=email&amp;utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Water-Quality/Section-401-Water-Quality-Certification?utm_medium=email&amp;utm_source=govdelivery
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Iowa Department of Health and Human Services Up and Running 

Over the last year, the Iowa Department of Public Health and Iowa Department of Human Services have evaluated the 

areas of overlap and duplication between the two state agencies. Over the winter, the departments announced that the 

plan is to remove silos between agencies by moving toward a one-agency structure. 

 

“To meet the ever-evolving health and human service needs of Iowans, we need to provide the people of Iowa well- 

connected access to services and supports, and more consistent communication and support to state and local partners.” 

 

After receiving significant feedback from stakeholders regarding the preliminary plan, and legislation authorizing the 

creation of an interim Department of Health and Human Services, the new singular agency plans to unveil its final 

table of organization, branding, and website shortly for the public to review. 

 

House Republicans look forward to reviewing the final plan as it is brought forward next legislative session. 

To learn more about the alignment process, click here. 

(Contact: Natalie Ginty 5-2063) 

 

 
 

What Are NFTs? 

Non-fungible tokens (NFTs) have become popular as unique and non-interchangeable units of data that signify 

ownership of associated digital items, such as images, music, or videos. Token “ownership” is recorded and tracked on 

a blockchain (a digital database that records data on a decentralized network of computers without the use of a central 

authority). In the future, supporters believe NFTs will be used as digital representations of physical items, such as a 

deed to a house or title to a car. NFTs are commonly used to record and represent ownership of an item, verify 

authenticity, and enable exchange. However, they do not necessarily reflect the legal ownership of an asset or grant 

copyright to a digital or physical item. NFT owners purchase only the right to the NFT’s blockchain metadata or 

“token,” not the underlying asset, unless otherwise specified in external contracts or terms and conditions. 

 

Currently, most NFTs are used to purchase digital collectibles, such as digital artwork, or representations of other 

digital items. However, proponents believe NFTs will find wider application in other fields, such as representing real- 

world items; enabling digital identities; or granting exclusive access to events, services, or online communities. NFTs 

may become popular in these fields or may remain specific to certain markets. If NFTs in their current form become 

obsolete, the technology and core concepts of decentralization, unique digital ownership, and immutability may take 

different forms or develop into other new technologies. 

 

(Contact:  Ben Gentz,1-3452) 

Information Technology 

Human Resources 
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Iowa’s Unemployment Rate Drops to Pre-Pandemic Rate of 2.6 Percent in 

June 

Iowa’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate dropped to 2.6 percent in June – down from 2.7 percent in 

May and back to its pre-pandemic level. Iowa establishments added 5,100 jobs in June as the Labor Force 

Participation Rate also increased to 67.8 percent, up from 67.6 percent last month. The U.S. unemployment 

rate remained at 3.6 percent in June. 

 

The total number of working Iowans increased to 1,665,500 in June – a figure 8,200 higher than May and 

57,900 higher than one year ago. The number of unemployed Iowans decreased to 43,900 in June from 

46,800 in May. 

 

“Iowa’s continued unemployment rate decline is proof yet again that our state’s efforts to focus on 

reemployment are successful and that our state is resilient and strong,” said Gov. Reynolds. “We’ve created 

an environment where employers want to hire and move past the challenges of the past two years, and where 

more employable Iowans are eagerly joining the workforce. I’m proud of how far we’ve come and I’m 

optimistic about the future of Iowa’s workforce.” 

 

“The progress in June speaks for itself. Iowa has reached an important milestone by returning to an 

unemployment level not seen since before the pandemic,” said Beth Townsend, Director of Iowa Workforce 

Development. “The efforts to bring Iowans back into the workforce with promising new careers is paying 

off, but we’re not done yet. We remain focused on removing barriers and helping to fill the 89,000 open jobs 

across the state.” 

 

Seasonally Adjusted Nonfarm Employment 

June’s gain of 5,100 jobs lifted total nonfarm employment to 1,572,800, and was the third consecutive 

increase with 10,400 jobs added since March. Total nonfarm is now up 42,100 jobs over the past year. 

Services (both government and private industries) were responsible for most of the movement. Growth in 

private industries were primarily within accommodations and food services and related to increased summer 

foot traffic; government gained 2,700 jobs due mostly to local administrations adding jobs to handle seasonal 

summer jobs. Overall, government rests up 7,200 jobs versus last June. 

 

Leisure and hospitality added the most private sector jobs in June (+2,000), resulting from accommodations 

and food service industry hires heavily influenced by seasonal gains in recreational camps. Arts, 

entertainment, and recreational industries scaled back in June following gains in each of the prior two 

months. Manufacturing added 700 jobs with hiring being nearly split between durable and nondurable goods 

factories. Manufacturing has now added jobs in seven consecutive months with 11,700 jobs gained during 

that span. All other jobs gains were relatively small and included other services (+300) and construction 

(+200). Sector losses were highest in information services (-400) followed by professional and business 

services (-200), financial activities (-100) and natural resources and mining (-100). 

 

Over the past twelve months, leisure and hospitality added the most jobs (+15,100), mostly from within 

accommodations and food services (+14,000). Manufacturing continues to bolster payrolls and now rests 

8,300 jobs higher than June 2021. Hiring within non-durable goods plants has outpaced durable goods 

Labor 
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slightly. Annual job losses are light and limited to just health care and social assistance (-700), administrative 

help and support services (-500), and finance and insurance (-300). 
(Info from Iowa Workforce Development) 

 

(Contact: Kristin Rozeboom 1-3015) 

 

 
 

DNR Announces Grant Funds Available for Communities Impacted by the 

2020 Derecho 

On Tuesday, July 26, 2022, the Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) issued a press release announcing that 

Iowa Legislature appropriated state infrastructure funds to DNR to be used for a community-based tree planting 

program for derecho recovery are now available.  A total of $250,000 in matching funds will be made available to state 

and local governments, schools and volunteer organizations, and service organizations in the 27 Iowa counties included 

in the 2020 Governor’s Derecho Disaster Proclamation for planting trees.  Additionally, through the USDA Forest 

Service & National Association of State Foresters (NASF) 2022 State Urban Forest Resilience Grant Program, the  

Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) received Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) Reforestation funds.  A total of 
$250,000 in matching funds will be made available to the same 27 counties that also suffered losses from EAB. 

 

The Community Forestry Grant Program provides reimbursable grants from $500 to $5,000 to be used to purchase and 

plant trees suitable to Iowa on publicly owned lands. Qualifying public planting lands include, but are not limited to, 

street right-of-ways, parks, school grounds, courthouse lawns, public buildings, fairgrounds, cemeteries, libraries and 

trails.  Award recipients will be reimbursed up to $5,000 of derecho recovery grant funds and $5,000 grant match 

funds. Applications are due by September  1, 2022. The application and rules are available online 
at www.iowadnr.gov/urbanforestry. Entities may submit multiple proposals. 

 

DNR Noted that Iowa Pheasant Population Survey Begins August 1st
 

On Tuesday, July 26, 2022, the Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) issued a press release noting that Iowa 

pheasant hunters had an excellent season last year, harvesting the most roosters since 2008, and many are looking 
forward to what 2022 has in store. That fall forecast will be based on the Iowa Department of Natural Resources’ 

(DNR) annual roadside pheasant counts, that begins August 1st. The statewide survey is conducted by Iowa DNR staff 

between August 1-15, who drive 218, 30-mile routes on gravel roads at dawn on mornings with heavy dew.  Hen 

pheasants will move their broods to the edge of the gravel road to dry off before they begin feeding, which makes them 

easier to count. 

 

In June the DNR issued its annual prediction for the roadside counts, which uses a weather model based on the 

snowfall, rainfall and temperatures from the past winter and spring.  The model provides a best guess at what the 

counts might look like, and it is predicting counts as good to better numbers than last year.  And that is good news for 

hunters as they bagged an estimated 375,000 roosters in 2021.  But the best indicator for the fall season is the August 

roadside survey that counts actual pheasants seen along more than 6,000 miles of rural, gravel roads.  Bogenschutz 

observed--“I’m cautiously optimistic for this fall.  All the indicators are pointing in the right direction.”  The August 

roadside survey has been conducted over the same routes since 1962.  In addition to pheasants and quail, the survey 

collects data on partridge, cottontails and jackrabbits. Results will be posted online 

at www.iowadnr.gov/pheasantsurvey in early September.  Iowa’s pheasant season begins Oct. 29, 2022. 
 

(Contact:  Lew Olson 1-3096) 

Natural Resources 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA3MjYuNjEzMTkxNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3Lmlvd2FkbnIuZ292L3VyYmFuZm9yZXN0cnk_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.fJAtbh8xpnI2_bBM-8h5JYqBC9lUJr2VideVG1gy684/s/709846799/br/141602503236-l
http://www.iowadnr.gov/pheasantsurvey
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Head of Governor’s School Safety Bureau Named 

The Iowa Department of Public Safety announced that Special Agent In Charge (SAC) Don Schnitker will lead the 

Governor’s School Safety Bureau. Less than one month ago the Governor announced the formation of the bureau to 

help increase school safety throughout the state. 

 

Per the Department of Public Safety: SAC Schnitker graduated from Iowa State University in 2000 with a 

BS/BA in Psychology and Sociology. Don is a graduate of the 28th DPS Basic Academy with 21 years of 

law enforcement experience. For the last 17 years, he has been a Special Agent in the Division of Criminal 

Investigation’s Major Crime Unit assigned to the division’s 21-county central Iowa zone.  In addition to 

those duties, SAC Schnitker assisted in the creation of the Iowa Child Abduction Response Team (CART), 

which provides instruction at the Iowa Law Enforcement Academy and DPS Academy, and is a Firearms 

Instructor.  Don lives in the Des Moines area with his wife and two school-aged sons, and assumed his new 

role on Friday, July 8. 

 

Governor Reynolds announced the creation of the Governor’s School Safety Bureau in early June. She 

allocated $100 million in school safety funding. The bureau will be responsible for providing risk assessment 

to Iowa’s 1,500 K-12 school buildings. The School Safety Improvement Fund will provide up to $50,000 to 

each building to implement the safety recommendations. This funding can be combined with the ESSER 

funding to cover any additional safety improvements. While schools are not obligated to use the School 

Safety Bureau, they are available to assist all all public and private schools in the state at any time. 

 

Keeping Iowa’s schools safe is a priority for everyone. SAC Schnitker is in the process of putting together a 

strong team to assist schools and law enforcement across the state. Additional information about the School 

Safety Bureau and how to apply for funds will be available soon. 

 
(Contact: Amanda Wille, 1-5230) 

 

 
 

Iowa Sets Record Revenue from Gaming in FY 2022 

The Iowa Racing and Gaming Commission published its statistics on gaming revenue for Fiscal Year 2022. 

The commission has reported a record in generated revenue by Iowa’s 19 casinos totaling $1.7 billion in 

adjusted gross revenue, an increase over $190 million. This increase in revenue will also lead to increase 

revenues for the cities and counties with a licensed casino. $17.4 million in tax revenue will go to those 

counties and cities, an increase of nearly $2 million. 

 

Revenue is shared beyond the cities and counties that have casinos. The County Endowment Fund Program 

is a collection of the 84 counties that do no have a licensed casino. Each county has community foundations 

that receive grants and endowments for eligible charitable organizations. The County Endowment Fund 

Program has distributed grants in several focus areas including public/societal benefit, human services, 

education, arts and culture, health, and environment improvements and protections. The estimated 

contribution to the County Endowment Fund Program for FY 2022 is $12.6 million, an increase of $1.3 

State Government 

Public Safety 
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The State revenue on gaming taxes in FY 2022 is $349 million, and increase of $34.8 million from FY 2021. 

That revenue for the state goes towards the Rebuild Iowa Infrastructure Fund, Water Quality Infrastructure 

Fund, Iowa Skilled Worker and Job Creation Fund, cultural affairs and tourism grants, and the general fund. 

 

It is important to remember that in 2020 Nebraska voted to legalize casino gambling in the neighboring state. 

Nebraska has established a racing and gaming commission and begun the administrative process of adopting 

rules for gaming and opening gaming establishments. Ground has already broken for new casinos in 

Nebraska and could see the opening of temporary gambling locations as soon as September. There are 5 

licensed casinos near the border of Nebraska that combined to generate $143 million of the $349 million tax 

revenue in FY2022. Continued attention will need to be paid to see if this record revenue is a new 

benchmark, just a post COVID bump, the effect a potential recession could have, and the growing 

competition for gaming revenue in Nebraska could have on long term revenue from gaming. 
 

(Contact: Jason Covey 1-3626) 

 

 
 

Iowa DOT and DPS Collaborate to Keep Roads Safe 

This week, the Iowa Department of Transportation and the Department of Public Safety released their Joint Operating  

Procedure Agreement on how the two agencies collaborate during traffic incidents. Both Iowa DOT field staff and 

Iowa State Patrol troopers are expected to follow the items in the agreement. 

 

This agreement comes as state policymakers work to determine the proper roles of each agency in enforcing driving 

regulations. Legislation last year moved back the sunset on Iowa DOT’s Motor Vehicle Enforcement till July 2023, 

giving the state time to determine the proper direction. 

 
Annually, the Iowa DOT Motor Vehicle Enforcement is required to release a report regarding its enforcement 

activities over the last year. This report shows that 93% of citations were to commercial vehicles and 7% were to non- 

commercial vehicles. The State of Iowa receives $5.6 million annually from the federal government to administer the 

Motor Carrier Assistance Program, and the current split of funds is $3.9 million to the DOT and $1.7 million to DPS. 

 

(Contact: Natalie Ginty 5-2063) 

 

 
 

Veterans Trust Fund Revises Rules for Eligibility 

Recently, the Iowa Commission of Veterans Affairs revised the eligibility requirements for veterans seeking 

assistance through the Iowa Veterans Trust Fund. These changes can be found here:  

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6344C.pdf. 
 

These changes come after the passage of House File 2501 this session to find additional ways to increase the 

investments of the Veterans Trust Fund and result in more support for veterans here in Iowa. This bill allows 

for greater flexibility in the state’s investment strategy to help grow the Veterans Trust Fund, a fund used to 

improve the quality of life for our Iowa veterans. 

Veterans Affairs 

Transportation 

https://citrix.legis.iowa.gov/Citrix/LegisStoreWeb/clients/HTML5Client/src/SessionWindow.html?launchid=1658854296157
https://citrix.legis.iowa.gov/Citrix/LegisStoreWeb/clients/HTML5Client/src/SessionWindow.html?launchid=1658854296157
https://citrix.legis.iowa.gov/Citrix/LegisStoreWeb/clients/HTML5Client/src/SessionWindow.html?launchid=1658854296157
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/DF/1231736.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6344C.pdf
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The Iowa Veterans Commission released its annual report on the status of the Iowa Veterans Trust Fund. The 

report can be found here. Currently the Trust Fund has $36.2 million. Annually the Iowa Lottery transfers 

$2.5 million to the Trust Fund based on proceeds. Additionally, the Trust Fund accumulates interest that 

increases the balance. 

 

In 2021, the Commission expended $1.7 million to assist veterans based on statutorily allowed expenditures. 

Our Iowa veterans stepped up to serve our country and they deserve our support when they return back 

home. 

 
If you are an eligible veteran and need of assistance, please click here to find the application process. 

 

(Contact: Natalie Ginty 5-2063) 

 

 
 

Annual Tax Holiday on Back to School Clothes Next Weekend 

Next Friday and Saturday (August 5 and 6) is Iowa’s Annual Sales Tax Holiday on back to school clothes and shoes. 

In general, select clothing and footwear are tax exempt – meaning no state sales tax and no local option sales tax will 

be collected. Sales do not have to be in person and are tax exempt if they are ordered and paid for during the 

exemption period. 

 

Iowa Code section 423.3(68)(a)(2) states the sales tax holiday begins at 12:01 a.m. on the first Friday in August and 

ends at 12:00 am midnight the following day—so the sales tax is back for Sunday purchases! Businesses that are open 

on these days are required to participate. It is not an optional holiday and a business cannot advertise that they will pay 

or otherwise absorb the sales tax on items that don’t qualify. 

 

The exemption does not apply in any way to the price of an item selling for $100.00 or more. The exemption applies to 

each article priced under $100.00 regardless of how many items are sold on the same invoice to a customer. Things that 

are not exempt include: watches, watchbands, jewelry, umbrellas, handkerchiefs, sporting equipment, skis, swim fins, 

roller blades, skates, and any special clothing or footwear designed primarily for athletic activity or protective use and 

not usually considered appropriate for everyday wear. 

 

Iowa's sales tax-free weekend will likely be a very popular event with inflation growing faster than a teenager’s shoe 

size. For a full list of what will and will not be taxed, visit the Iowa Department of Revenue's website at tax.iowa.gov. 

 

(Contact:  Kristi Kious, 2-5290) 

Ways & Means 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/DF/1285546.pdf
https://va.iowa.gov/iowa-veterans-trust-fund

