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Taxpayer Relief Fund – Why Iowa is not 

Kansas 
 

Since the 2022 tax cuts were approved, Democrats and liberal bloggers attacked Iowa Republicans for lowering 

income taxes and eliminating the tax on retirement income.  They claim that this bold action will leave the state’s 

budget short on money in future years, saying that the state is following the path taken by Kansas a decade ago.  But 

these empty claims always fail to include one big difference between what Iowa is doing and what Kansas did – Iowa’s 

Taxpayer Relief Fund. 

 

Just what is the Taxpayer Relief Fund?  It is an account in the State Treasury that holds unanticipated state revenue to 

be returned to the taxpayers.  In order for funds to be deposited in the Taxpayer Relief Fund, actual state revenue has to 

exceed what had been projected for state tax collections by the three-member Revenue Estimating Conference (REC).  

The difference between what was actually collected in tax revenue and what the REC had projected is deposited into 

the account once the fiscal year’s books have been closed.  

 

When the Fund was created in 2011, the account was originally called the Taxpayer Trust Fund.  The maximum 

amount that could be deposited per year was limited to no more than $60 million.  If there were funds deposited into 

the account, they would be returned to taxpayers through a special income tax credit on Iowans’ state income tax 

return   

 

As part of the 2018 state tax reform law, the Taxpayer Trust Fund was changed to the Taxpayer Relief Fund.  The limit 

on the amount of funds that could be deposited into the account was stripped from the law, as was the automatic return 

of the funds via the personal income tax credit.  Instead, the Fund would be dedicated to tax relief which would be 

determined by the Legislature. 

 

So how does the Taxpayer Relief Fund work?  Let’s use the final numbers for Fiscal Year 2022.  When the Legislature 

passed the FY 22 budget in May 2021, the revenue forecast called for the state to collect $8.1686 billion in tax 

revenue.  When the books were closed on Fiscal Year 2022, actual state revenue amounted to $9.8034 billion.  The 

difference between the two figures is $1.6348 billion, which is the amount deposited into the Taxpayer Relief Fund. 

Thanks to two consecutive years of record tax collections, the Taxpayer Relief Fund now holds $2.6979 billion in its 

account.  Thanks to forward thinking and learning the lessons of Kansas, Iowa is in a solid financial position as the tax 

reduction package does into effect over the next few years. 

 

 (Contact:  Brad Trow 1-3471) 
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Agriculture 

 

IDALS Announces Order Cancelling Live Bird Exhibitions 
  

On Thursday, November 10, 2022, the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship (IDALS) announced 

an order cancelling all live bird exhibitions at fairs and other gatherings of birds due to the continued threat of 

highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI).  The order also prohibits live birds from being sold or transferred at 

livestock auction markets, swap meets, and exotic sales. IDALS’ order begins immediately and is effective for a 

minimum of 30 days, and until 30 days has passed without a confirmation of a new infection of HPAI in domestic 

poultry in the state.  A similar order was put into place on March 23 and was lifted on June 3.  Commercial and 

backyard flock owners should prevent contact between their birds and wild birds.  Sick birds or unusual deaths among 

birds should be immediately reported to state or federal officials.  Biosecurity resources and best practices are available 

at iowaagriculture.gov/biosecurity.  If producers suspect signs of HPAI in their flocks, they should contact their 

veterinarian immediately.  Possible cases must also be reported to the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land 

Stewardship at (515) 281-5305. 

 

According to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the recent HPAI detections in birds do not present a 

public health concern. It remains safe to eat poultry products.  As a reminder, consumers should always utilize the 

proper handling and cooking of eggs and poultry products.  An internal temperature of 165˚F kills bacteria and viruses. 

 

For additional information on HPAI, please visit https://iowaagriculture.gov/animal-industry-bureau/avian-

influenza. 

 

(Contact:  Lew Olson 1-3096) 

 

Commerce 

 

Pharmacy Benefit Manager Regulations Move Forward 
 

This session, the legislature passed a bill (House File 2384) to provide additional oversight over Pharmacy Benefit 

Managers (PBMs) and prohibit practices that harmed rural pharmacies. PBMs are generally the middlemen between 

health insurers and drug manufacturers, who process prescription medication claims on behalf of the insurer or 

employer.  

 

Oftentimes, PBMs have a relationship with national chain pharmacies, and were steering patients to those specific 

pharmacies. This bill prohibits a PBM from reimbursing any pharmacy in Iowa for a prescription drug in an amount 

less than the amount that the PBM reimburses a PBM affiliate pharmacy for providing the same prescription drug. 

Importantly, this bill also prohibits a PBM from clawing back payments to a pharmacy later on if the claim was clean.  

 

This bill gave additional oversight of PBMs by the Iowa Insurance Division, and the Division may enforce compliance 

to this bill. Recently, the Iowa Insurance Division came out with its rules for this enforcement and they will be going 

in front of the administrative rules review committee next month.  

 

 (Contact: Natalie Ginty 5-2063) 

 

 

 

https://iowaagriculture.gov/sites/default/files/news/2022/AI-22-014%20Order%20Cancelling%20Poultry%20Events%2011.10.2022.pdf
https://iowaagriculture.gov/sites/default/files/news/2022/AI-22-014%20Order%20Cancelling%20Poultry%20Events%2011.10.2022.pdf
https://iowaagriculture.gov/news/hpai-exhibition-cancellation-order-lifted
https://iowaagriculture.gov/news/order-cancelling-poultry-exhibitions#:~:text=Live%20bird%20exhibitions%20cancelled%20due,pathogenic%20avian%20influenza%20(HPAI).
https://iowaagriculture.gov/news/hpai-exhibition-cancellation-order-lifted#:~:text=DES%20MOINES%2C%20Iowa%20(June%203,(HPAI)%20has%20been%20lifted.
https://iowaagriculture.gov/animal-industry-bureau/avian-influenza
https://iowaagriculture.gov/animal-industry-bureau/avian-influenza
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Economic Growth 

 

Economic Development Board Awards 
 

Recently the Iowa Economic Development Authority Board approved two awards for companies in Charles City and 

Council Bluffs, which will assist in the creation of 71 jobs and result in more than $605 million in new capital 

investment for the state. 

 

Charles City—Cambrex  

Cambrex, a contract development and manufacturing organization (CDMO) headquartered in East Rutherford, New 

Jersey, plans to expand their facility in Charles City. Cambrex will add 9,000 square feet to the existing footprint, 

including a new quality control laboratory and administrative space. The project represents a $6.5 million capital 

investment and is expected to create 40 jobs, of which 39 are incented at a qualifying wage of $20.58 per hour. The 

board awarded the company tax benefits and $300,000 in direct financial assistance through the High Quality Jobs 

(HQJ) program.  

  

Council Bluffs—Google 

Google LLC is a multinational technology company that focuses on search engine technology, online advertising, 

cloud computing, computer software, quantum computing, e-commerce, artificial intelligence ,and consumer 

electronics. The proposed project would involve the construction and operations of a data center in Council Bluffs that 

powers many internet-related products. At the request of the City of Council Bluffs, the board authorized a local 

property tax exemption through the HQJ program. This enables the city to provide the 20-year sliding scale tax 

abatement approved by its City Council on October 10, 2022. No new state incentives are planned, but the project will 

result in $600 million in new capital investment and create 31 jobs at a qualifying wage of $28.73 per hour. 

 

Contact:  Kristi Kious, 2-5290)) 

 

Education  

 

New Dashboard Features Iowa Work-Based Learning Opportunities 
 

Iowans searching for work-based learning experience programs now have a new resource. A dashboard dedicated to 

statewide work-based learning activities that offer high school credits is now available and provides students, families 

and school districts with a comprehensive overview of work-based learning across the state. 

 

Iowa is one of the first states in the country to offer an extensive dashboard focused on work-based learning credit 

programs that enhance classroom learning by connecting it to the workplace. With the launch of the work-based 

learning dashboard, Iowans can easily find information on work-based learning opportunities that earn credits for high 

school students, including internships, Registered Apprenticeships, pre-apprenticeships and other career and technical 

education work-based learning courses. 

 

“The work-based learning dashboard is a great resource that recognizes high-quality programs in Iowa,” said Iowa 

Department of Education Director Ann Lebo. “This dashboard makes it easy for Iowans to learn about the more than 

6,000 work-based learning credit opportunities that were available to students last year. These opportunities connect 

classroom learning to the workplace, develop our workforce talent pipeline and help students leave high school 

prepared for the workforce or further postsecondary education or training.” 

 

The work-based learning dashboard is a new feature on the Iowa Student Outcomes website, which hosts several 

interactive dashboards detailing information on trends in K-12 schools, community colleges, adult education, Iowa 

https://iowastudentoutcomes.com/WBL_outcomes
https://www.earnandlearniowa.gov/
https://iowastudentoutcomes.com/
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public universities, registered apprenticeships and employment. The website is a partnership between the Iowa 

Department of Education, Iowa Workforce Development, Iowa College Aid and the Iowa Board of Regents. 

 

Iowa schools, parents and business partners are encouraged to visit the dashboard at Iowa Student Outcomes to see and 

compare what work-based learning options are provided in their local and neighboring communities. School districts 

are also encouraged to use the information to connect with other districts on best practices for implementation of high-

quality work-based learning courses and experiences. Data available on the dashboard will be updated annually with 

plans to expand data offerings to include other types of work-based learning opportunities, such as student-run 

businesses in schools and project-based learning courses. 

 

For more information on work-based learning, contact Kristy Volesky at kristy.volesky@iowa.gov or visit the Iowa 

Department of Education’s work-based learning webpage. 
(Info from Iowa Department of Education) 

 

 (Contact: Kristin Rozeboom 1-3015) 

 

Environmental Protection 

 

DNR--Top Three Ways to Handle Fall Leaves 
 

On Thursday, November 10, 2022, the Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) issued a press release observing 

that fall leaves are beautiful – until they pile up in your yard.  Don’t send those precious nutrients up in smoke.  

Instead, put those nuisance leaf piles to good use. Leaves, small branches and other landscape materials can nourish 

your lawn, garden or community. It’s easy:  

1. Compost. Composting leaves and food scraps is a great way to turn this waste into garden nutrients. A good 

compost mix needs both carbon (dead or dry leaves) and nitrogen (green materials like food scraps and grass 

clippings). Many types and sizes of compost containers are available. For tips on low-tech ways to compost, see 

a DNR tutorial.   

2. Mulch. Your lawn will love you if you chop up and leave your leaves in place. Leaves are a free, natural fertilizer 

that enriches your soil with organic matter. You can use your regular lawn mower. Or, use a mulching lawn mower 

to shred and mix leaves and grass into your yard.   

3. Bag it. If you have too many leaves or branches to compost, check with your community to see if they collect yard 

waste or have a drop-off site. Sometimes there’s a fee, but the upside is that anyone can pick up composted 

materials for their yards or gardens.   

 

For some, burning leaves seems to capture the nostalgic smell of autumn.  But breathing leaf smoke pulls pollutants 

such as carbon monoxide, soot and toxic chemicals into your lungs.  While it may smell good, smoke is especially 

harmful to children, the elderly, and those with respiratory or heart problems.  Turning leaves into nutrients is the 

healthy way to protect your and your neighbor’s lungs. 

 

 (Contact:  Lew Olson 1-3096) 

 

Human Resources 

 

Psychiatric Intensive Care to Begin January 2023 
 

This session, the Legislature passed and the Governor signed House File 2578 and House File 2546 to implement 

psychiatric intensive care in Iowa. These bills provided $4 million ($1.5 million state general fund) for psychiatric 

https://iowastudentoutcomes.com/WBL_outcomes
mailto:kristy.volesky@iowa.gov
https://educateiowa.gov/adult-career-comm-college/career-and-technical-education/iowa-quality-cte/work-based-learning
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..1a0XlwJ8aTrYQWrtZBOXGc_RUNTqiTnrM5v_3DKzF5M/s/709846799/br/114034622816-l?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..QDV8q24AWJTMb3jM6orY4Xa-LRju5r7zmwDnTg-DG2k/s/709846799/br/114034622816-l?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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tiered rates so that hospitals are reimbursed based on the acuity of the patient and patients can receive the intensive 

psychiatric care that they need.  

 

Iowa is the first state in the nation to establish a higher reimbursement for more difficult Medicaid patients with mental 

health conditions. This increased reimbursement will ensure that hospitals are adequately reimbursed for the additional 

health care providers and resources needed for more difficult patients.  

 

For every other type of health care, the more complex the patient, they are sent to an intensive care unit. Whether it is 

neonatal, cardiac, surgical, medical – there is an ICU available for that patient. Until now, we did not have an 

equivalent for mental health patients.  

 

Too often we hear of patients not having a place to go or a bed that will take them, but at the same time, we hear of 50-

100 psychiatric beds open every day in Iowa. This increased reimbursement is intended to fix that problem! 

This week, the Administrative Rules Review Committee heard from the Department of Human Services regarding the 

rules to implement this reimbursement. The rules can be found here: 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6619C.pdf. Iowans have the opportunity till November 22nd to submit 

comments on these rules, and the rules and reimbursement will go into effect on January 1, 2023.  

 

House Republicans continuously work to expand access to mental health care and will monitor the progress of these 

psychiatric intensive care units.  

 

(Contact: Natalie Ginty 5-2063) 

 

Judiciary  

 

Massive 2A Victory on Election Night 
 

Election night wasn’t just great for Republicans, it was a huge win for freedom lovers across the state. Proposition 1, 

commonly referred to as the Freedom Amendment, passed its final hurdle with overwhelming bi-partisan support. 

Iowa officially joins the vast majority of states that specifically protect the right to keep and bear arms in their 

constitution. The official language reads: 

 

“The right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed. The sovereign state of Iowa affirms and 

recognizes this right to be a fundamental individual right. Any and all  restrictions of this right shall be subject to 

strict scrutiny.” 

 

When some Democrats say Iowans want more restrictive gun laws remind them of the following facts: 

- Proposition 1 passed with 65% of vote.  

- 748,046 voted yes for the amendment 

- 97 of 99 counties voted in favor of the amendment.  

These numbers deliver a clear message to the Bloomberg gun grabbers of the world…stay out of Iowa.  

Now that the amendment is officially enshrined in our state’s Constitution, Iowans may have a few questions about 

this change and what it means for laws in Iowa:  

 

Does the adoption of Proposition 1 into the Iowa Constitution immediately change any firearms laws in Iowa? 

No, the constitutional amendment makes no changes to Iowa code. If a law was challenged, the new language requires 

a court reviewing the law to use strict scrutiny. This is the highest standard of judicial review and requires the 

government to prove the law was passed to further a “compelling governmental interest” and the law is narrowly 

tailored to achieve that interest. This language would not invalidate Iowa’s current or future laws unless the laws don’t 

serve a compelling governmental interest. 

 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6619C.pdf
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Do I have to have a permit to purchase or carry a firearm in Iowa?  

No, Iowa law does not require a permit to purchase or carry a firearm. However, if you are excluded under state or 

federal law you may not purchase, possess, or carry a firearm. If you are unsure if you are eligible to carry a firearm, 

the Department of Public Safety Website provides a short carry eligibility quiz  

https://dps.iowa.gov/divisions/administrative-services/weapons-permit/carry-eligibility-quiz 

Permits to purchase and carry are still available through your local sheriff’s office. 

 

Does Iowa still have a background check to purchase firearms? 

Background checks are required for long gun and handgun purchase. Background checks are run through the National 

Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS) run by the FBI and the ATF. Information is provided by the states 

and the federal government to ensure those legally prohibited from possessing a firearm can’t pass a NICS check. A 

NICS check can be done through a quick phone call by a federally licensed firearms dealer.  

 

What are some reasons a person can’t possess or purchase a firearm? 

Some reasons a person cannot possess or purchase a firearm include: 

• A pending felony charge or a felony conviction 

• Crimes involving a firearm that are not felonies 

• Convictions for crimes such as assault, intimidation, harassment, hazing or stalking (aggravated misdemeanor 

or serious misdemeanor) 

• Conviction for domestic violence 

• A person subject to a restraining order from harassing, stalking, or threatening an intimate partner, or a child.   

• Addiction to alcohol or use of illegal drugs 

• A person ordered to undergo treatment for mental health reasons, or a person deemed incompetent to conduct 

their own affairs.  

 

This list is not inclusive of all reasons a person may not be able to purchase or possess a firearm and anyone with 

questions should speak with their Sheriff’s office for further information.   

  
(Contact: Amanda Wille, 1-5230 

 

Labor  

 

Iowa Leads Entire Nation in New Apprenticeships 
 

Iowa kicked off its celebration of National Apprenticeship Week this week while also celebrating news that the 

number of Iowans taking part in apprenticeships has never been higher. New data from the U.S. Department of 

Labor/Office of Apprenticeship recently revealed that in federal fiscal year 2022, Iowa reached a record level of 9,731 

active apprentices and created the highest number of new programs in the country. 

 

More and more Iowa businesses are finding their way into Registered Apprenticeships, helped by Iowa’s leadership 

and more than $50 million in grant incentives for innovative new apprenticeships in health care and education, among 

others. In FY2022, Iowa registered 5,402 new apprentices and 163 new programs, including 25 non-traditional 

occupations. 

 

National Apprenticeship Week (NAW), taking place from November 14-20, is a nationwide celebration of the success 

and value of Registered Apprenticeship programs. Visit www.earnandlearniowa.gov/naw for a list of activities and 

resources for Iowa’s National Apprenticeship Week celebration. 

 

To commemorate Iowa’s success, Gov. Kim Reynolds has released a statewide proclamation and video message. “Our 

efforts to expand Registered Apprenticeships in our K-12 system are paying big dividends, including the Teacher and 

Paraeducator Registered Apprenticeship program which will help to grow our teacher pipeline from within for years to 

https://dps.iowa.gov/divisions/administrative-services/weapons-permit/carry-eligibility-quiz
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2flnks.gd%2fl%2feyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjExMTYuNjY3NjAwMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5hcHByZW50aWNlc2hpcC5nb3YvbmF0aW9uYWwtYXBwcmVudGljZXNoaXAtd2Vlaz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.RpJ2x2-voLjEZqgp7knCNJ75K5kHdpGVsYvYRqoip2s%2fs%2f1029064091%2fbr%2f148271736773-l&c=E,1,Ayu5SXU3SDEY6enJ1fu6KzkfOwPY5SUBh3tt3iYVK7Unj6XM1ehYV2Wc1R9utd2Cdx6WAPxO6xCKKHS0ulCtVzgBBqk1jNtyOm59DsgrKOiwnBReiUR03Q4f0RVF&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2flnks.gd%2fl%2feyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjExMTYuNjY3NjAwMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmVhcm5hbmRsZWFybmlvd2EuZ292L25hdz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.Zx04nueLkRGU8ahU3dRJvfVxYq6Aa2LD2xpqjj-_L6E%2fs%2f1029064091%2fbr%2f148271736773-l&c=E,1,bJWOg8Ij6iTdFsr8XkpZ-OhyZnib-2dybGa5Im8D-7yqFDmorO631FRd2Ziwd8GQ0gIov78OPFwGZZq5Vn1zgc44lR6EIQSNNCOj-36rSw_V&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2flnks.gd%2fl%2feyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjExMTYuNjY3NjAwMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5lYXJuYW5kbGVhcm5pb3dhLmdvdi9zaXRlcy9kZWZhdWx0L2ZpbGVzL2lubGluZS1pbWFnZXMvTkFXJTIwU3RhdGV3aWRlJTIwUHJvY2xhbWF0aW9uXzIwMjIucGRmP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.-gQw9wQi1uUs-MjzYy5HYYgxhFzinWZkF3cN87ABe8c%2fs%2f1029064091%2fbr%2f148271736773-l&c=E,1,v9EmEJpyhlJrBk49ybFoLdQ3v21yQSpUF7IEfqxSkIpXLuPXkgf4Qabt5EgT1xZ_YzaOvFCVuZChQ0BLV_OW0DC7Zm_ofzl6dWmKWJGYb6G8l1IvJ0BFFAElPZLo&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2flnks.gd%2fl%2feyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjExMTYuNjY3NjAwMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy55b3V0dWJlLmNvbS93YXRjaD91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdj04alZfWW5KNnpjbyJ9.xIu9hdUtq47ryRklbR8F7mzgr_LtQVLuLByNov-gsUA%2fs%2f1029064091%2fbr%2f148271736773-l&c=E,1,EjxaKrncKUHZygS6wO-IBfO1yaeqt9jmQVbdrj0xYSWLvjw1LelyJR9I6SlOCB_xjo9Wncne69aXhp-AgKJcqnAUFAfZJasn295qoJveS-URHuhdj4_9FSeHiw,,&typo=1
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come,” said Reynolds. “I appreciate all of the efforts this year by employers, educators, training programs and 

apprentices across the state who are increasingly investing in this proven model.” 

 

“While Iowa has always been a leader for creating Registered Apprenticeship programs, the increase in participants 

this year demonstrates the need for new and innovative training programs coming out of the pandemic,” said Beth 

Townsend, Director of Iowa Workforce Development. “Registered Apprenticeships provide Iowans with a good living 

while they increase their skillset, and they often promote retention as newly skilled workers predominately stay with 

the employer that trained them.” 
(Info from Iowa Workforce Development) 

 

 (Contact: Kristin Rozeboom 1-3015) 

 

  Natural Resources 

 

DNR:  For Iowa’s Deer Hunters, the Wait is Nearly Over, Shotgun Deer 

Seasons Begin December 3, 2022 
  

On Tuesday, November 15, 2022, the Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) issued a press released observing 

that Iowa’s most popular deer hunting seasons are just around the corner, when roughly 100,000 blaze orange clad 

hunters take to the timber and wildlife experts are forecasting another good year.   

 

Last year, hunters reported harvesting nearly 103,000 deer, down from 109,600 in 2020.  The Iowa DNR has a goal to 

manage the herd to provide an annual harvest of 100,000-120,000 deer.  A key piece to the population management 

plan is harvesting antlerless deer.   

 

The Iowa DNR has a listing of counties with antlerless licenses in real-time. To check the number of licenses in each 

county, visit www.iowadnr.gov, then click on the “available tags, quota information” tab on the hunting page and 

select “Resident Antlerless Deer by County” in the drop-down box.   

 

New this year is the Excess Tag January Antlerless Season. Any county with unsold county specific antlerless licenses 

on January 11, 2023, is eligible for this season.  Counties that typically have unsold licenses at the end of the season in 

the past were those with higher quotas, in the southern and northeastern parts of the state.   

 

The Population Management January Antlerless-only Season is in select counties where chronic wasting disease has 

been confirmed. The season, if open, will be Jan. 11-22, 2023. 

 

(Contact:  Lew Olson 1-3096) 

 

State Government 

 

Midterm Election Continues Iowa’s Streak of High Voter Turnout  
 

In the 89th General Assembly, House Republicans enacted several key election integrity laws. Important measures to 

build upon Iowa’s already safe elections to limit and secure ballot drop boxes, enforce routine voter registration 

maintenance, require signature verification for absentee ballots, and to prevent absentee ballot harvesting. During 

legislative debates Democrats and media outlets claimed that these measures were attempts by Republicans to suppress 

voters’ access to the polls. However, as it stands the 2022 general election turnout in Iowa was the 2nd highest turnout 

for a midterm election cycle. More than 1,220,000 Iowans casted a ballot.  

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjExMTUuNjY3MDk2OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3Lmlvd2FkbnIuZ292P3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.4t0FY0LZS6Tn-7PuUmKoE2RW4YSJK-7tPW7RCMcGbts/s/601016225/br/148228958673-l
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Opponents to Republican’s strong election integrity bills have claimed that the new election laws are restrictive, make 

it harder to vote, and lead to voter suppression. Continued increases in turnout since 2019 shows that not only are those 

claims factually false but that Iowans trust the election process and are engaged in the electoral process without 

hindrance. As Iowa continues to see such high levels of civic engagement from voters it is important that Iowa 

continue to lead the way in ensuring that every vote is treated fairly and counted accurately.  In Iowa you do not see 

election outcomes drag out for days or weeks as you have seen in states like California, New York, Arizona and 

Nevada. 

 

Iowa is now in the verification process of conducting post-election audits in all 99 counties. State law requires one 

random precinct in every county to be audited by a hand count of all ballots. This election cycle audits will hand count 

all ballots in a precinct for the Governor’s race and the Constitutional Amendment ballot measure. At this point in the 

election certification process counties have canvassed all of their precincts to create an abstract of all votes casted in 

the county. From that point recounts may be requested by candidates up to 3 days following the completion of the 

county canvas. The State Board of Canvassers will convene before December 5 to certify Iowa’s election results.      

 

 (Contact: Jason Covey 1-3626) 

 

Transportation 

 

Less than 6 months till REAL ID – Schedule your DOT appointment now! 
 

The Iowa DOT recently provided the following information:  

Time flies by – are you prepared to fly? In less than six months, on May 3, 2023, U.S. travelers must have a REAL ID 

or another TSA approved ID, such as a passport or military ID, to board domestic flights and access certain federal 

facilities.  

 

If you have a star on the upper-righthand corner of your Iowa driver’s license or ID card, that’s the REAL ID symbol 

that you’ll need to board a plane or enter a federal building beginning May 3, 2023. 

 

Darcy Doty, Iowa Motor Vehicle Division Customer Services Bureau director states, “While not everyone will need to 

update their card, we’re encouraging those who may need a REAL ID to visit us prior to May 3, 2023, to ensure 

they’re prepared for any upcoming travel plans.” Currently, more than 1.6 million Iowans have a REAL ID, which is 

63 percent of all our customers. 

 

The REAL ID gold star designation is not available through online renewal, you must visit any Iowa driver’s license or 

ID issuance location in person to update your card. If your license or ID is up for renewal you can receive a REAL ID 

designation for no additional cost. If you wish to update to a REAL ID outside of your renewal period, it will cost $10, 

or the standard cost of a replacement card. 

 

If you want to update to a REAL ID, federal law requires you to verify your identity by providing the same 

documentation you provided when you got your first license or ID. Before you come in for your appointment, make 

sure you bring hard-copy documents that provide the following information: 

• Proof of your identity (Example: passport or birth certificate) 

• Proof of Social Security number (Example: Social Security card, W2, 1099 form) 

• Two documents that prove Iowa residency (Example: utility bill or bank statement) 

 

If your current name is different from the name listed on your proof of identity, you’ll also need a document showing 

proof of name change, for example, a marriage certificate. Please bring the original, official document as we can’t 

accept copies. Our staff will scan your documents and return them to you. 

You can use our helpful online tool to build a list of documents you need to bring with you. 

 

https://www.tsa.gov/travel/security-screening/identification
https://iowadot.gov/mvd/iowa-dot-locations
https://iowadot.gov/mvd/iowa-dot-locations
https://www.dhs.gov/real-id
https://iowadot.gov/mvd/realid/success.aspx
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Not everyone is required to get a REAL ID. If you don’t plan to use your state-issued card to fly or enter a federal 

building you don’t need to worry about getting one. You may also use another acceptable form of ID in place of a 

REAL ID. In addition, having a REAL ID does not change your ability to use your Iowa driver’s license or ID for uses 

such as driving, renting a vehicle, writing a check, purchasing alcohol or tobacco, or entering a casino. 

 

(Contact: Natalie Ginty 5-2063) 

 

Veterans Affairs 

 

Legislature Waives CDL Fee for Veterans 
 

This session, the legislature waived the fee for a chauffeur driver’s license (Class D) or a commercial driver’s license 

(Class A, B, or C) for an active-duty military member or a veteran who was issued an honorable discharge or general 

discharge (under honorable conditions).  

 

The administrative rules regarding this legislation have recently been filed and can be found here: 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6617C.pdf.  

 

The legislation is estimated to impact the Road Use Tax Fund by $245,000 per year, thus saving veterans who go into 

these high demand careers that amount statewide annually.  

 

(Contact: Natalie Ginty 5-2063) 

 

Ways & Means 

 

More New Services Live this Week on GovConnectIowa 
 

GovConnectIowa is the state’s user-friendly, self-service portal to register or renew certain business licenses and 

permits, file tax returns and reports, make payments, and more. The second rollout of a multi-year effort to simplify 

processes for taxpayers doing business in Iowa went live this week.  

  

The new items available in GovConnectIowa include:  

• The ability to manage accounts, make payments, and more for corporate, S corporation, partnership, and 

franchise taxpayers. 

• The ability to apply for and manage tax credits with the Iowa Department of Revenue, Iowa Utilities Board, 

and Iowa Economic Development Authority. 

• Additional license types and updated functionality for business taxpayers. 

• Improved GovConnectIowa account management tools and capabilities. 

 

More information can be found at: govconnect.iowa.gov 

 

 (Contact:  Kristi Kious, 2-5290) 

https://www.tsa.gov/travel/security-screening/identification
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/aco/arc/6617C.pdf

