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Flood Levee Study Shows Extensive 

Systems, Significant Issues 
 

Iowa’s Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Management Services presented its completed report on 

Iowa’s flood levee system to the House Appropriations Committee last week.  The report highlighted the extensive 

network of levees across the state and the issues facing Iowans to maintain these vital structures. 

 

The report found that there are 181 different systems in the state, supporting 850 miles of levees.  These levees can be 

found in 36 of Iowa’s 99 counties.  And eighty-three percent of the systems have levees that are five miles or less in 

length.  Most importantly, all of these systems are at least 50 years old or older. 

 

When examining Iowa’s levees, any review must begin with two critical questions: 

 

Who built it?  Who runs it? 

 

77 of the 181 systems were build by the US Army Corps of Engineers, with the remaining 104 systems not having any 

Corps involvement in its construction.  This is a key factor, as levees built with the Corps assistance are ineligible for 

any assistance provided by the Federal Emergency Management Agency. 

 

A review of inspection ratings done by the Corps on Corps-built levee segments show that 48 percent of those do not 

meet minimally acceptable operating conditions.  And only 7 percent of the state’s Corps-built levees have inspections 

with a rating of “acceptable”. 

 

Maintaining even a minimally acceptable rating for operational condition is critical for maintaining access to Corps 

funding for improvements or repairs to a levee system.  And meeting this standard is becoming harder as the inspection 

requirements continue to be raised by the Corps. 

 

Another issue is being accredited through the Federal Flood Insurance Rate Map Classification system.  Currently only 

55 of the 181 levee systems are accredited, leaving property owners in levee districts facing potential issues in getting 

or affording property insurance coverage due to changes happening with the federal flood insurance program. 

These factors are not the only concerns arising from the study.  Governance and day to day operating of individual 

systems, a levee district funding system that dates before the United States entered World War 2, and a lack of local or 

state expertise in addressing levee issues were also identified. 

 

The report did come forward with a list of recommendations for changes on management and financing levee districts.  

These include: 

 

• Have levee districts consolidate at the system level; 

• Approaching levee management based on watersheds, as states like Nebraska do; 

• Creating a state levee safety program to help local levee districts to maintain their accreditation status;  
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• Require levee districts to establish cash reserve funds to help cover recurring operational and management 

costs; 

 

Change the minimum assessment for properties in a levee district, which is currently set at $5 per parcel. 

The full list can be found in the report:  https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/DF/1366026.pdf 

The issue of how Iowa can maintain and improve its system of flood protections thru its levee districts will continue to 

a big part of the 2023 legislative session, with legislation likely coming from the House Appropriations Committee in 

the next few weeks. 

 

(Contact:  Brad Trow 1-3471) 

 

Agriculture 

 

Naig Presents Agency’s Priorities  
 

On Monday, January 30, 2023, Iowa Agriculture Secretary Naig appeared before the House Agriculture and Natural 

Resources Appropriations Subcommittee to present the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship’s 

budget enhancement for the upcoming Fiscal Year 2024 budget year.  The Secretary provided the Subcommittee with 

several handouts, one with his budget priorities for the upcoming year and several other dealing with such issues as the 

Soil Conservation report for 2022, the Water Quality Initiative program report for 2022, a 30-year summary of 

departmental full-time-equivalent deployment for each year, and a comprehensive annual budget and FTE allocation 

for various aspects of IDALS, including various funding sources, general fund, Environment First Fund, Rebuild Iowa 

Infrastructure funds, component fee contribution to certain inspection and laboratory function; and federal funds used 

to match various animal industry operations and soil & water conservation and improvement cost-share projects.  

These documents can be accessed at the Iowa Legislative portal for the Subcommittee meeting documents--

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/committees/meetings/meetingsListComm?groupID=673&ga=90.  

 

IDALS Secretary Naig discussed his three broad budgetary priorities which are additional askings of:  

a) $750,000 more for the Foreign Animal Disease (FAD) program which would double the funding for this 

program. 

• FAD is a lynchpin in protecting Iowa’s $16-$20-billion a year livestock industry that supports an 

additional ~186,000 jobs in the state.   

• This funding increase would support a couple of additional state veterinarians, some additional disease 

testing equipment and technology, and pay for more disease outbreak training. 

b) $521,000 in general fund appropriations to meet growing demand for: 

• state meat inspectors at Iowa burgeoning small processors and locker plants;  

• additional weights and measure fuel inspecting capacity; and  

• more state wherewithal for pesticide investigation to meet escalating pesticide misuse complaints an 

speed up the process of testing for such misuse and reducing the amount of time to complete the 

investigation and report back to persons who file pesticide complaints. 

c) $1,675,000 for cost-share for water quality and soil conservation. 

• This year is the 50th year that Iowa has had a soil and water conservation cost-share program and 

• Would bring the line-item for this funding up to the $10-million amount. 

 

IDALS Secretary Naig additionally expressed his appreciation of the promulgation and enactment of the Choose Iowa 

program, including the funding increase for this program last session from $250,000 to $463,000 in the current fiscal 

year 2022.  He also answered question from the Subcommittee and most notably told the members that there are 

proposals for 12-new meat processing plant in the next 18-months and the continuing problem of recruiting enough 

veterinarians to serve Iowa’s livestock farms and processing plants. 

 

 (Contact: Lew Olson 1-3096) 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/DF/1366026.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/committees/meetings/meetingsListComm?groupID=673&ga=90
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Commerce 

 

Bottle Bill Changes in Process 
 

Last session, the legislature passed Senate File 2378, the first significant update to Iowa’s bottle bill law in decades. 

This bill took many positive steps towards improving the current bottle redemption system.  

 

The bill increased the handling fee for redemption centers and retailers to take empty containers to three center per 

container. It also gave retailers the ability to opt out of taking empty containers back as long as they either were a food 

establishment, had an agreement with a mobile redemption center, or was near a redemption center in their county.  

 

Redemption centers had till January 31 to register with the DNR. The DNR has posted a map of the current registered 

redemption centers: https://programs.iowadnr.gov/solidwaste/bottlebill/map.   

 

The bill last session also increased enforcement by strengthening fines and enabling the Iowa DNR and Attorney 

General to work together to ensure all stakeholders – retailers, distributors, redemption centers, and recyclers are 

following the law. Additionally, there will be a legislative review that occurs in 2026 to review how these updates are 

working and see if any additional changes are needed.  

 

For more information on the law, click here. 

 

 (Contact: Natalie Ginty 5-2063) 

 

Economic Growth 

 

House Committee Passes Expansion for Small Butchery Grant Program 
 

This week House File 30 passed the House Economic Growth and Technology committee with unanimous support. 

The bill expands the eligibility of the Butchery Innovation and Revitalization Fund.   

 

The Butchery Innovation and Revitalization Fund, administered by the Iowa Economic Development Authority 

(IEDA), was created in 2021. The fund provides financial assistance in the form of grants to businesses for projects 

relating to small-scale meat processing, licensed custom lockers, and mobile slaughter units. For Fiscal Year 2023, the 

State of Iowa appropriated $1,000,000 to IEDA with direction to administer these funds for continuation of the 

program. 

 

Under current law, a business must employ less than 50 individuals to be eligible to apply for the program. House File 

30 increases that eligibility cap to less than 75 employees and makes it clear that only full-time, non-seasonal 

employees count for purposes of qualifying for a grant. The bill applies to applications submitted on or after July 1, 

2023. 

 

The application window for the Butchery Innovation and Revitalization program closed at noon on December 21, 

2022.  Award notifications for successful applicants will be announced in the first quarter of 2023, pending IEDA 

Board review and approval. 

 

Contact:  Kristi Kious, 2-5290) 

 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/LGE/89/SF2378.pdf
https://programs.iowadnr.gov/solidwaste/bottlebill/map
https://www.iowadnr.gov/Environmental-Protection/Land-Quality/Waste-Planning-Recycling/Bottle-Deposit-Law
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Education  

 

House Education Passes Regent Teacher Preparation Program Review and 

Parental Rights Bills 
 

On Tuesday, House Republicans advanced four bills out of committee, two significant pieces of legislation include a 

bill that would review teacher preparation programs and require the three Regent schools to give specific and clear 

definitions of what is being taught to Iowa’s future teachers.  After examining the class descriptions of the teacher 

training courses currently being taught in the colleges of Education at Iowa State, Iowa and UNI, a broad selection of 

terms and concepts was put forward to the universities so they could define what exactly they are teaching.   

House File 7 requires the University of Iowa, Iowa State, and University of Northern Iowa to send definitions of terms 

found in teacher prep programs by February 27, 2023. Some of these terms and concepts are: 

• Anti-oppressive literature instruction 

• Anti-racist and anti-oppressive teaching and learning 

• Support for educators committed to critical pedagogy and anti-racist and anti-oppressive education 

• How education is never neutral 

• Choosing an explicit anti-oppressive stance 

• Oppressive forces in education 

• Compulsory heterosexuality  

• Social justice orientation to teaching 

• Ideological, cultural, and sociopolitical issues in children’s literature 

• Teachers and administrators as change agents 

• Equitable science teaching 

 

As of the writing of this newsletter, the Regent Universities have not provided definitions on any of these and many 

more terms and concepts despite teaching classes containing them.  It only stands to reason that the universities could 

define what they are in fact teaching. The bill also makes an interim study committee to review practitioner preparation 

programs that is made up of the chair of the Senate and House Education committees as well as two other members 

from each chamber that are chosen by the Leader and Speaker of the respective chambers.  

 

House File 7 passed out of committee with the vote of 15 to 8. 

 

A second bill approved by the committee prohibits a school district from hiding information about students from parents 

or guardians. 

 

House File 9 is a bill that prohibits school districts from: 

• Facilitating any accommodation that is intended to affirm a student’s gender identity without written consent 

of student’s parent/guardian. 

• Encouraging or coercing a student to withhold information from their parent/guardian. 

• Willfully withholding information to a parent/guardian regarding student’s gender identity. 

• Encouraging, pressuring, coercing a student’s parent/guardian to allow student to undergo medical intervention 

to affirm student’s gender identity.  

 

After robust discussion, House File 9 passed out of committee with a vote of 15 to 8.  

 

 (Contact: Kristin Rozeboom 1-3015) 
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Health and Human Services 

 

House HHS Committee Advances Mental Health Legislation, Hears 

Presentation 
 

This week, the House Health and Human Services Committee heard a presentation from the Iowa Department of 

Health and Human Services on mental health. This included progress with the Mental Health and Disability Services 

Regions, a department bill to come for consideration, and regular reviews of Iowa’s Medicaid reimbursement rates to 

health care providers, including mental health providers. The legislature looks forward to reviewing these targeted 

reimbursement rate reviews later this month.  

 

Additionally, the committee passed House File 23, a bill to expand the number of prescribing psychologists in Iowa. 

This bill removes barriers to them practicing in the state and will help recruit additional psychologists to Iowa.  

The Iowa House has also unanimously passed House File 93, to prohibit non-compete agreements for mental health 

providers. This bill ensures that patients who have a connection with a therapist or other mental health provider can 

stay with that provider.  

 

 (Contact: Natalie Ginty 5-2063) 

 

Judiciary 

 

House Judiciary Passes Common Sense Bills 
 

The House Judiciary Committee has been meeting twice a week since session started in order to move important 

legislation. Committee members typically discuss and pass between two and four bills each meeting. Many of the bills 

have been focused on vulnerable populations and protecting them from abuse. Below are a few of those bills passed by 

the committee: 

 

House File 112-Domestic Abuse Assault 

This bill allows county attorneys to look at previous convictions of domestic abuse in order to increase the penalty for 

an abuser. Current law only allows a county attorney to consider the past 12 years of convictions. By expanding the 

look back, those who are habitual domestic abusers will face more time in prison and away from their victims.  

 

House File 159- Gay Panic Defense- Prohibition  

HF 159 prevents a defendant from using a person’s sexual orientation, or gender identity as a mitigating factor in a 

violent crime.   

 

House File 177- Anti-SLAPP- Protecting Public Participation  

From the Uniform Law Commission and prevents lawsuits that attempt to stop public participation. Often times these 

lawsuits are focused on newspapers who are reporting true facts. 

Each of these bills have passed the Judiciary committee and are now available for floor debate.  

 

(Contact: Amanda Wille, 1-5230) 
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Labor  

 

Gov. Reynolds Expands Registered Apprenticeship Grants to  

Grow Health Careers 
 

Governor Kim Reynolds announced during her Condition of the State address a new $15 million round of funding 

targeted at growing Registered Apprenticeship (RA) programs across high-demand fields in health care. The expanded 

Health Careers Registered Apprenticeship Program will support more programs that help Iowa meet the demand of its 

health care workforce. 

 

First introduced last year, Iowa’s Health Careers pilot supported RA programs that help students pursue nursing 

pathways. This year’s program greatly expands opportunities for health care apprenticeships to include EMTs, RN’s, 

Direct Support Professionals, Behavioral Health & Substance Abuse Specialists, and other critical areas. To receive 

funding, the RA programs must provide an industry-recognized credential that can also be stackable and used to 

advance a career in health care. Funding priority and preference will be given to partnerships that involve private or 

public accredited Iowa high schools. 

 

“This new grant opportunity builds on the success we initiated last year and expands the number of available pathways 

Iowans can take to gain critical experience in one of the most important sectors of our economy,” said Governor 

Reynolds. “Apprenticeships are working in Iowa and opening important doors. We want to do everything we can to get 

Iowans engaged in the workforce and set up for meaningful careers.” 

 

Applications for this year’s Health Careers Registered Apprenticeship Grant Program will be accepted 

on IowaGrants.gov beginning today, January 11. The deadline for applications will be March 9, 2023 at noon. 

• A total of $15 million is being made available for this funding opportunity. Visit this link for grant documents 

and information on how to apply. 

• A grants webinar will also take place on January 27 at 11:00 AM to highlight the application process and 

answer questions. Interested participants are encouraged to join. (RSVP Link) 

“Iowa is always looking to open more doorways to new careers, and registered apprenticeships are proving that this is 

possible even in the highest-demand fields,” said Beth Townsend, Director of Iowa Workforce Development.  

 

“Research shows that most apprentices will pursue careers in the same fields as their apprenticeships, so we welcome 

any applicants who are ready to help us expand the number of health care career options in Iowa.” 

 

The health care and social assistance industry continues to have the highest number of job openings on IowaWorks.gov 

(approx. 12,000) and had four out of the top ten job postings in Iowa as of January 11, 2023. The grant program is 

designed to support the development or expansion of health care RA programs that are sponsored by Iowa-based 

Nursing Facilities, Residential Care Facilities, Assisted Living Facilities, Hospitals, Home Health Agencies, and 

Public/Private accredited Iowa High Schools, Community Colleges, and Universities. 

(Info from Iowa Workforce Development) 

 

 (Contact: Kristin Rozeboom 1-3015) 

 

 

 

 

 

https://iowagrants.gov/index.do
https://www.earnandlearniowa.gov/health-careers
https://iowaworks.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_OaMw7GoLQhauYpM_FbMCKQ
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  Natural Resources 

 

House Natural Resources Committee Approves Measure Protecting Iowa 

Black Bears  
 

On Tuesday, January 31, 2023, the Iowa House Natural Resources Committee considered, amended and passed House 

File 89, which has become House File 175, by an unanimous 20-aye vote.  The bill would make the American black 

bear a furbearing animal in Iowa which would afford it protection from uncontrolled hunting and should population 

rise to a critical level would allow the Iowa Natural Resource Commission to specify a hunting season, bag limits and 

manner of take (hunting and trapping regulations).  The legislation was instigated by an indiscriminate taking of a 

black bear in Northeast Iowa and the reaction that such a taking wasn’t currently regulated by Iowa law or 

administrative rules.  The bill as originally drafted would have made black bear a game animal, but the Iowa 

Department of Natural Resources asked that the bears be designated as furbearers which have both some enhanced 

protection from harassment and den disturbance, and more flexibility to deal with potential adverse interaction 

between furbearers, humans, and/or domestic animals.  The amendment to make black bears furbearer animals was 

adopted by a unanimous voice vote.  While the legislation will now make it possible for a hunting season for black 

bears in Iowa, it’s unlikely that it will occur as the amount of bear friendly habitat in Iowa is largely just in the 

Northeast corner of Iowa where forest cover exceeds 20% and possible in some southeastern incised river valleys that 

make it unlikely that Iowa will more than a two to four scores of bears. 

 

(Contact:  Lew Olson 1-3096) 

 

State Government 

 

AG Bird and 24 other Attorneys General Sue Biden Administration Over 

ESG Rule 

 

Last week, Attorney General Bird joined in a 25-state lawsuit against Secretary of Labor Martin Walsh and the U.S. 

Department of Labor over rules finalized in November regarding ESG policies. The lawsuit aims to halt the 

Department of Labor from overreaching through administrative rules to put the financial interest of over 152 million 

Americans’ retirement savings at risk. The policy was not enacted through the legislative process by Congress, but by 

federal bureaucrats in order to further push the left’s agenda with American’s money.  

 

The rule, titled “Prudence and Loyalty in Selecting Plan Investments and Exercising Shareholder Rights”, amends the 

regulations on investment duties established in the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974. The original 

law aimed to maximize employee pension and welfare benefits by dictating that the focus of fiduciaries for worker’s 

plans must put financial returns and risk to beneficiaries ahead of all other considerations. The newly adopted rule by 

the Department will now allow companies to prioritize ESG policies when choosing retirement plans. The rule is to 

enforce Executive Order 14030 issued in May by President Biden. EO14030 state’s that the Administration is to 

mitigate the “climate-related financial risk” and to achieve the target of a net-zero emissions economy by 2050.  

All of these executive orders and federal rules are aimed at forcing forms of economic boycotts and coercion in an 

attempt to push the left’s big government green policies that couldn’t pass through the legislative process in Congress. 

These activist policies are all at the cost of Americans’ hard-earned pension and retirement funds.  The rule went into 

effect on January 30, affecting over $12 trillion in assets that are held in American retirement accounts.  

 

The lawsuit joined by the state of Iowa intends to protect employees’ pension plans by keeping activist investment 

policies in check and keeping the existing rules in place that prohibits placing emphasis on environmental boycotts 

over the financial interest of Americans. House Republicans remain committed to protecting the pension systems in 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/05/25/2021-11168/climate-related-financial-risk
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place to serve Iowans from decision making and policies that are not in the best financial interest of our employees and 

retirees.      

 

 (Contact: Jason Covey 1-3626) 

 

Transportation 

 

Iowa a leader when it comes to Fees on Electric Vehicles 
 

With the number of electric vehicles on America’s streets and highways growing, many Americans wonder if these 

cars and trucks are paying their fair share of the nation’s road costs when compared to gas and diesel-powered 

vehicles.  Iowa is viewed by a number of national transportation experts as a leader in making sure electric vehicle 

owners are contributing their share to the state’s road fund. 

 

House Republicans took the lead on addressing this issue, as they moved forward a two-fold plan during the 2019 

legislative session.  The plan introduced a new set of fees on electric vehicles to ensure these vehicles are making a 

similar contribution to Iowa’s road system as their gas and diesel-fired counterparts.  

 

The first part of the plan required owners of electric vehicles to pay an additional fee as part of their vehicle 

registration payment.  The additional fees are: 

Electric Battery Vehicle - $130 

Plug-in Hybrid Vehicle - $65 

Electric Motorcycle - $9 

 

These fees were phased in starting in 2020 and reached their full amount in 2022. 

 

The second part of this plan goes into effect this summer, when an excise tax begins to be charged on those vehicles 

charging at non-residential charging locations.  This fee will be 2.6 cents per kilowatt hour used in the charging of the 

vehicle.  The state will start collecting this on July 1. 

 

Fuel tax payment accounted for $652 million, or 36 percent, of the state’s resources for road funding in Iowa this 

current fiscal year.  Having the foresight to put a plan in place making sure that electric vehicles are paying their fair 

share of the cost for the roads they use has made Iowa a national leader in addressing this issue. 

(Contact: Brad Trow 1-3471) 

 

Veterans Affairs 

 

Governor and Legislature Address Veterans Trust Fund Backlog 
 

This week, the Governor approved $440,000 of funding to cover the backlog of Iowa Veterans Trust Fund grants since 

November 2022. The Iowa Commission of Veterans Affairs had been approving grants during this time without 

ensuring there were sufficient funds in the trust fund.  

 

The Trust Fund currently receives $500,000 annually to help eligible veterans and their families with emergency 

needs. This week, the Iowa House unanimously passed House File 142 to increase the appropriation to the trust fund to 

$800,000 annually, in addition to monthly interest revenue. Last session, the legislature allowed for an additional 

investment of the fund, which has resulted in significantly higher interest payments since going into effect this fall.  
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The Legislature wants to ensure that Iowa veterans receive the assistance they need and deserve.  

 

(Contact: Natalie Ginty 5-2063) 

 

Ways & Means 

 

Property Tax Cut for Aboveground Tanks 
 
This week the House Ways and Means committee passed House Study Bill 67 with bi-partisan support. The bill deals 

with what is classified as real property and therefore subject to property tax. Iowa Code specifies that for purposes of 

property tax, property is taxed as real property if it is attached to the land (buildings, structures, etc).  

 

House Study Bill 67 provides that aboveground storage tanks of any size that would ordinarily be removed when the 

owner of the property moves to another location shall not be assessed and taxed as real property. The bill makes the 

exemption applicable to assessment years beginning on or after January 1, 2022 and is now ready for further 

consideration. 

 

 (Contact:  Kristi Kious, 2-5290) 


