
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – July 25, 2022 

Contact: Olga Reding, Education and Outreach Coordinator:  olga@iowaorganic.org | 515-412-4802 
 

 

Growing Organic Expertise in Iowa 

Organic Workshop and Farm Tour in Cherokee, Iowa 

Wednesday, August 31, 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 

Cherokee, Iowa -- The Iowa Organic Association, Dakota’s Best Seed and Northbourne Organic Crop 

Insurance are partnering to deliver Growing Organic Expertise in Iowa, a workshop for farmers, ag 

professionals and others interested in learning about organic production, tools and resources to broaden 

support and success in the organic industry. The workshop will be held on Wednesday, August 31 from 

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Cherokee, Iowa. 

This full-day workshop will include presentations from organic specialists in the morning, a farm-to-

table organic lunch, and an organic farmer panel and field visit in the afternoon. Workshop topics will 

cover USDA organic standards, crop options and rotations for organic transition and production and 

organic markets. To view the agenda or register, visit IowaOrganic.org.  

Organic is the fastest growing segment of the U.S. agriculture industry and continues to increase 10% 

annually. As the $62B organic market continues to soar, Iowa and Midwest farmers are in a prime 

position to meet the growing demand for organic practices and products while increasing farm viability 

and a range of ecological benefits. “IOA is excited to collaborate with Dakota’s Best Seed and 

Northbourne Organic Crop Insurance to further expand partnerships and resources to support a growing 

interest in organic production in Iowa and the Midwest”, said Rosalyn Lehman, IOA Executive Director.  

Dakota’s Best Seed was founded in 1963 and today offers a variety of non-GMO and organic seed and a 

full range of technical services that support organic and regenerative commercial row crop production 

that balances the bottom line while advancing soil health. Mae Petrehn, DBS Product Specialist and 

Organic Advisor shares that “We are committed to providing farmers the products and services that 

support operations from planting to harvest and even marketing.” 

Northbourne Organic Crop Insurance was founded in 2019 to help fill a gap for farmers seeking expert 

advice in private and supplemental insurance products for transitional, organic and conventional crops; 

while also advocating the USDA Agricultural Marketing Service to enhance protections for organic and 

specialty crop producers across the country. “With increased interest in organic production, we provide 

an essential service that meets the needs of the dynamic organic industry”, said Megan Vaith, NOCI 

Insurance Specialist.  

 

This workshop provides an opportunity to learn more about organic practices and to network with 

Iowa’s organic community.  To attend, please RSVP by Friday, August 26 at www.IowaOrganic.org or 

by calling 515-412-4802. 

### 

http://www.iowaorganic.org/
https://www.dakotasbestseedllc.com/
https://www.northbournecropins.com/
https://www.northbournecropins.com/
http://www.iowaorganic.org/


About the Iowa Organic Association 

 

The Iowa Organic Association (IOA) is a statewide, 501(c)3 non-profit organization committed to 

advancing organic agriculture and food systems in Iowa through education, advocacy and community 

cooperation. Our membership is a diverse group of organic farmers, gardeners, food and farm 

businesses, advocates and consumers who are champions for organic practices and products.  For more 

information, visit www.iowaorganic.org. 


