
 BLESSING OF A 
 WATERWAY

ACTION KIT

F O R M I N G



is a meaningful way of bringing your community together to express respect
and recognition for the sacred waters upon which we and the wider web of life
all depend. 

offers an opportunity to affirm that we are all connected through water in our
shared watershed. 

inspires that caring for water is an act of justice and caring for our neighbors
downstream. As the poet Wendell Berry says "Do unto those downstream as you
would have those upstream do unto you."

raises awareness about challenges to the health of your waterway. 

and inspire others in your congregation to engage in actions that help heal,
renew and restore these sacred waters of Creation!

WHY DO  A BLESSING OF YOUR LOCAL STREAM OR RIVER?

"Forge a spiritual relationship with your local waterway."  –In this resource: How to
Listen to a River: A Guide to finding your own personal spiritual connection to a
local waterbody by Fred Tutman, Petuxant Riverkeeper

Offering a blessing, prayer or ritual of thanksgiving for your local waterway:

Blessing of Your Local Waterway

Offering a blessing of your
local waters can inspire
others to take action to

care for your watershed! 
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https://assets.nationbuilder.com/ipc/pages/3086/attachments/original/1650586007/How_to_Listen_to_a_River_-_Fred_Tutman.pdf?1650586007


OPTIONAL: Choose a Gathering Song
One of those below or look for hymns & songs in your tradition about water.

Wade in the Water
      Wade in water 2X
      Wade in the water children
      God's gonna trouble the waters.  (trouble - stir them up)

Down by the Riverside
      Gonna lay down my sword and shield
      Down by the riverside,
      Down by the riverside,
      Down by the riverside;
      Gonna lay down my sword and shield,
      Down by the riverside,
      Ain't gonna study war no more.

****As I went down in the river to pray studying about that good old way
And who shall wear the starry crown Good Lord, show me the way!

O sisters, let's go down,
Let's go down, come on down O sisters, let's go down
Down in the river to pray.

*** Repeat

O brothers, let's go down Let's go down, come on down
Come on, brothers, let's go down Down in the river to pray

(Verses 1 & 2 of "Down to the River to Pray" by Philip Anthony Lawson)

BLESSING OF YOUR WATERWAY 

ADAPT THIS BLESSING IN ACCORD WITH YOUR FAITH TRADITION.
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LITURGY FOR BLESSING OF A WATERWAY

INTERFAITH LITANY OF BLESSING OR THANKSGIVING 
FOR A STREAM OR RIVER

to be adapted as you / your community sees fit
(based upon Genesis 1, Qur'an 16:65, Buddhist teaching, Psalm 104, Buddhist teaching, Hindu,
Haudenosaunee/Iroquois Confederacy)

Leader:    Water is the source of life.  At the beginning of Creation, God's spirit hovered over the
waters. (Genesis 1) 
And/or: God sends down water from the skies, giving life thereby to the earth after it had been
lifeless: in this, behold, there is a message indeed for people who listen. (Qur'an 16:65)

Leader: Let us now bless the sacred waters of [name of your waterway] 
All: Bless you waters of life for which we give thanks and praise. 

Leader: Creator of the universe, we give thanks to all the waters of the world for quenching our thirst
and providing us with strength. (Haudenosaunee / Iroquois)
All: Bless you waters of life for which we give thanks and praise.

Leader: Creator of the universe, you make springs gush forth in the valleys. (Psalm 104)
All: Bless you waters of life for which we give thanks and praise.

Leader: Creator of the universe, your gift of water gives drink to every wild animal. (Psalm 104
All: Bless you waters of life for which we give thanks and praise.

Leader: Creator of the universe, your gift of water flows between the hills. (Psalm 104)
All: Bless you waters of life for which we give thanks and praise.

Leader: Creator of. the universe, beside your gift of water, the birds sing among the branches.
(Psalm 104)
All: Bless you waters of life for which we give thanks and praise.
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Leader: When we wash our hands, water flows over our hands. May we use them
skillfully to preserve our precious planet. (Buddhist ~ Thich Nhat Hanh) 
Let us bless the work of our hands (invite people to reach out their hands).
God / Creator / Spirit of Life, we lift our hands in praise for your gift of water. Bless
our hands that they may care for the these waters of [name your waterway]. 
All: May we be instruments of healing. guardians of these sacred waters.

Leader: May the divine water be auspicious and pleasant for us to drink; May it give
prosperity and courage flowing near us. (Hindu)
All:  May our actions be a blessing for these waters of [name of your waterway]
which nourishes all our human and more than human neighbors of the Chesapeake
Bay watershed.  Amen.  So be it. 

"Out of the believer's heart shall flow rivers of living water."  John 7:38
"Let justice roll down like waters and righteousness like a mighty stream." Amos 5:24
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