May 29, 2025

Dear Members of Congress:

We strongly urge Congress to amend the “No Tax On Tips” provision in the proposed budget reconciliation
package. Small business owners understand that tax policy should be fair and equitable for all our employees,
not just a few. As written, the No Tax on Tips provision in the budget would leave behind dishwashers, chefs,
porters, and other workers who will still be taxed on their wages. The proposed tax exemption for tips will
ultimately do more harm than good to the over 11 million people who rely on restaurants and bars for their
livelihood, and at a time when they can least afford it.

Many independent restaurants recently embraced innovative compensation models, such as service charges,
to ensure that entire teams—from cooks and dishwashers to porters and servers—receive fair, livable wages.
Targeted tax breaks for tipped workers ignore the broader workforce that powers our restaurants. Under the
Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA), only workers in customer-facing roles are legally eligible to receive tips. That
means essential staff—who are often already making some of the lowest wages—would see no benefit from a
policy focused solely on untaxed tips.

As more independent restaurants shift to service charges as a more stable, balanced compensation model,
their exclusion from this discussion threatens to penalize independent restaurants and bars trying to do right by
their teams. “No Tax On Tips” may also unintentionally discourage workers from pursuing salaried
management positions—Ilimiting their long-term earning potential and restricting advancement in an industry
that, more than most, has long served as a ladder of opportunity for millions of Americans.

That’s why we urge you to amend the No Tax on Tips proposal to include service charges. This common sense
change would:

e Provide fair tax relief benefiting all low- and moderate-income restaurant employees
e Recognize service charges as legitimate employee compensation
e Promote equitable and transparent wage practices throughout the restaurant industry

Independent restaurants are economic and social anchors within our communities, which is why I'm joining the
over 400 business owners from 26 states who have already urged Congress to adopt fairer, more inclusive tax
policies that protect our workforce. Thank you for your consideration and ongoing support of independent
restaurants, our dedicated workers, and their families.
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Alaska

Laile Fairbairn
Wendy Muths
Joe Phelps

Arizona

Vicki Gilbert
John Elliott
Orestis Poulos
Ken Stewart
D'Anne MacNeil
Raymon Flores
Norma Gentry
Michael Guymon
Duane Frakes
Sean Likout
Candace Carrillo
Jon Carrillo
Stacy Ethington
Patricia Renehan-Vodrazka
lan Stupar
Anabel Abril
Kevin Heinonen
Nathan Preston
Mary Bellflower
Dara Wong

California

Anna Bartolini
Ellen Phillips
Eileen Retzloff
Pete J Rojas
Vivian Hernandez
Norma W Ceja
George Nobile
Arlene Encell
Douglas Biederbeck
Mary McAuliffe

Lee Morcus

Paul O'Neill

Rick Di Rienzo
David Bullitt
Martino DiGrande
David Ochs

Belle Sprague
Emma Lipp
Anthony Andrews
Sara Kramer
John MacKinnon
Robert Green
Don Andes

Sanijiv Chopra
Beda Schmidthues
Stella Dennig
Christian Leibfried
Linda Farnell
Christopher DiFonso
Francis Ang
Kathryn Miller
Kenneth Frank
Patrick Redmond
Tracy Shortle

Rob & Rhonda
Ika Taft

Alireza Alibanaei
Todd Schulkin
Tayler Princeau
Karen Klemems
Sergio Calderon
Martha Spencer
Jane Nachazel-Ruck
Abbie Bernstein
Paul Berkman
Anthony Ko
Nicole Grummons
Scott Johnson

Theodore Trapp
Alex Sarkissian
Cathy Swenson
Sandra Cordero Berends
Sara DeSchutter
Tracey Berkner
Brooke Murillo
Betty Marcon
Amanda Russell
John Oda

Allan Campbell
Andrea Abdallah
Coco Shinomiya
Jennifer Johnston
Helena Quesada
Kimberly Gonzalez
Tianna Yazzie

Rita Arabian

H. Joseph Ehrmann
Jodi Hortze
Randee Stratton

Colorado
Kristen Rauch
Steven Wallace
Nelson Kugel
John Livingston
Craig Gooch
Julie Jensen
Chris Moore
Carly DeFilippo
Terry Buck
Michael Whitaker
Sally Regan
Justin Hunter Jones
Kristina Bradley
Randy Koto
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Colorado. continued
Karlyn Long
Barbara Brito
Juan Padro
Francesca Piazza
Nicholas Piazza
An Nguyen

Alex Seidel

Carly DeFilippo
Sydney Younggreen
Ricardo Aragon
Aurora Fernandez
Bianca Retzloff
Katherine O'Shea
Michael Mentel
Blake Edmunds
Carrie Baird
Elaina Osburn
Max Mackissock
Kerilyn Marlink
Amy Johnston

Connecticut
John C. Reuber
Richard Hartman

District of Columbi
Brian Zaslavsky

Delaware
Diane Faircloth
Sally Chell
Sharon Pietlock
Dillon Reburn

Florida
Kevin Mendez
Rocco Cartia

Nancy Ann Kosa
Robert Pirozzi
Michelle DiBona
Bianca deLeon
Michelle Mondragon
Judith Peter

Jason Calvert
Diona Young
Amanda Orozco
Joseph Fredrickson
Kathleen Perry
Gissette Marie Rodriguez

Georgia
George Frangos

Janice Shiffler

Zeel H. Mehta
Alex Brounstein
Johnny Farrow
Donna Love
Thomas McMahon
Jarrett Blankenship
Cody Chassar
Randi Lewis
Celine Manongsong
Julie Shaw

Hawaii

Karie Haider

Shay Chan Hodges
Ed Kenney
Nicholas Chung
Mattson Davis
Aimee Tabilin

Alice A

lowa
Bill Leichsenring

Idaho

Melvin Dick
Barbara Aronowitz
Steven Trevett
Anita Kochman
Isabelle Genovese

lllinois

Matthew M. Briones
Stephanie Hoschett
Shannon Hartwig
Ferdia Doherty
Mary Conway
Charles W Baumann
Matt Hannigan
Jody Lucchesi
Susan Leibowitz
Daniel Kelch

Tigist Reda

Ryan Marks

Daria Chiarello
Erica Lockwood
Nicole Godal

Eric Jenema
Melanie Spitzer
Henry Zimmerman
Christian Cartagena
Alexa Rosales
Clara Guerrero
Sarah Grueneberg
Dana Hokin

Indiana
Deborah Meeter
Anne Rogers
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Kansas
Codi Bates
Charlotte Bates

Kentucky
Michelle DeMattina

Rolf Friis

Mark Jensen

Tim Coury

Lori Beck

Ashley Cuyjet-Fetter
Lawrence Weeks
Sarah Balliet

Chloe Frabutt

Louisiana
Tham Huynh

Massachusetts
Christian Thornton
Helene Bank
Rhea Becker

Tithi Dutta Roy
Matthew Ramsden
Anne Francis
Nancy Dorman
Frank Pellegrino
Dalvir Singh
Bradley Fredericks
Melissa Grondin
Susan Glein
Carolyn Black
Lauren Berkowitz
Hollis Silverman
Jen Ziskin

Peter Kalemkeridis

Leslie Sargent
Patrick Lee

Greg Tutunjian
Tyler Cumella
Ana Reyes
Robert Willis
Carey Rogers
Josephine Adams
Barrett Yates-Mack
Scott Lefler
Marjorie Holland
Annie Turco
Justin Alpert
Monica Glass

Maryland
Patricia Wecker

Robbie White

Amy Lefenfeld
Catherine Smith-Gaines
Robert Frisch

Nancy Trice

Hasan Dereli

Maine

Jake Stevens
Patricia S. Taylor
Jordan Rubin
Quinn Williams
Liam Fisher
Michelle Morrison
Sarah Jenkins

Michigan
Rob Gillson
Anitra Novak
Jeff Wolfe
Todd Coleman

Constance Freiberg
Linda Luke

Minnesota
Mark Adam
Lenny Russo
Aruna Rao
Jason Tschida
Alex Schuster
Niki Stavrou
Susan Jordan
Blake Montpetit
Pedro Wolcott
Birk Grudem
Elizabeth Hafferman

Missouri

Shannon Burrous
Joan Hurst
Anthony Lombardo
Christina Corvino
Lisa Donnelly
Rachel Morrison

Mississippi
Alex Perry
Katy Buskirk
Vishwesh Bhatt
Hunter Evans

North Carolin
Eric Innes
Michelle Piper
Cathy Nieman
Angela Koh

Anne Connolly
Donna Moore
Brian Cadwallader

independentrestaurantcoalition.com

hello@independentrestaurantcoalition.com

971.319.4348



North Carolina, continued
Tina Houston
Kathleen Davidson
Donna Forsyth

Edith Simpson
Eugenia Piperis
Caroline Morrison
Preeti Waas
Charlotte Stack
Cheetie Kumar
Brian Wilhelm
Nathaniel Garyantes
Kelly Burton

Sara Abernethy
Brandy Kettisack
Sarah Davis

Joel Pominville

Toni Hartley

North Dakota
Nancy Preston

Nebraska
Michelle Cavanaugh-Rawlings

New Hampshire
Cyrus Gregg

New Jersey
Edward Reichman

Robert Sloop
Neilly L Robinson
Gerardo Chirico
Alex Mendelsohn
Angelo DiCapua
Franco Lombardo
Deb Paternoster

Susan Proske
Thomas Michos

New Mexico
Sharon Calhoun
Ron Mittan

Nevada

Steven Posner
Darren Atkinson
Brian Garner

New York

Jill Purcell

Pablo Vasile
Millicent Souris
Massimo Lusardi
Ljubica Sefer-Stefancic
Susan Castelli-Hill
Philip Farinacci
Vicki Fox
Jennifer Abdo
Anthony LaRocca
Nicola Marzovilla
Susanne Ryan
Eric Bailey

Eileen Lafuente
Allan Bouquin
Lois B lliman
Chris Mcdade
Kelly Jean Clair
Sarah Pope
Michelle Lobo
Nick Vivian

Aly Carlotti

Peter Stone

Katie Cowling
Dylan Shipsey

Andrew Kurzweil
Jennifer McTaggart
Gerard Doyle
Nicolas Mouchel
William Tigertt
Nelson Buchinger
Diana lahman
Nate Adler
Annette Tomei
Anna Banerjee
Natalie Black
Joshua Tupper
Dan Kluger
Calvin Eng

Ohio

Susan Rotatori
Julie Romanoff
Jane Young
LaVo Esswein
Debra Bogniard
Christine Hickle
Syam Duddela
Jan Halcisak
Rusty Phillips

Oklahoma
Rob Robertson

Janie OField

Oregon

David Gluth
Greg Settle
Madeline Kokes
Anne Weaver
Karen Elkins
Bonnie Morales
Craig Luis
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Oregon, continued
Conor Nolan-Finkel

McKenzie Blake
Raymond Chihak
Nancy Dawson
Julie VandenBerg
Alek Hermon
Diana Saxon
Jamie North
Andrew Conrad
Debra Rehn
Heather Criss
Tamara Yunker
Curtis Mcphetridge
Gabrielle Quifidnez -Denton
Linda Buckley
Julie Simons
Katharine Zacher
Anna Finch
Laurel Roberts
Jim Nave
Maureen O'Neal
Gordon Feighner
Nicholas Suhor
Carmen Ruud
Lisa White

Chris Angelus
Kathleen Healy
Lisa Tran
Deepak Saxena
Ralph Ray

Lisa Schroeder
Lynn Wagner
Genevieve Brazelton
Celeste Brady

Pennsylvania
Tina Arena

Alexa Catanzarite
Max Freedman
Jason George
Nicholas Keares
Donald Delozier
Irene Keares
Clair Long

Janet Murray
Esther Lordjan
Patrice Lehmann
Brian Hammond
Michael V Kambouroglos
Kd Hoover

Paul Martinetti
Sam Wire

Ellen Yin

Jennifer Carroll
Annette Smouse
Elise Black

South Carolina
Weesie Newton
Sue Rowton
Corrie Wang
Alexandra Eaton
Lawrence DeBellis

Tennessee

Bill Miller

David Wyatt
Robert A Gentry
Jennifer Hancock
Sonar Saikia
Shelbi Jo Michelcic
Jeff Rower
Rebecca Frisbie

Chantell Joseph
Eben Dorros

Texas

Fran Longeway
Stevie Vu

Dan Maher

Ted Karam
Patricia Ford
Laura Esparza
Sherry Carroll
Kristin Stephens
Michael Katinos
Nickolas Pencis
Nathalie Phlips
Flavia Sheldija
McKenna Lindley
Jane Secchi
James Moore
Sally Hoffman
Dallas Windham
Heather Potts
Karen Winnubst
Kathryn Burns
Joel Sage

M Winston Morris
Erik Bogle

Adam Orman
Kristen Clark
Stephanie Leichtle
Lance McWhorter
Sara Stayer

Utah

Erica O’Brien
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Virginia

Ivan Iricanin

Joan Matochik
Elizabeth Brandon
Fitzgerald Lewis
Chris England
Steven Ryan
Kirsten Burk

Iris Cann

Steven Vogel

Vermont
Kim Gobeille
Elise Pecor

Washington
Providence Cicero

Seth Snapp
Grecia Carrero
David Thornton
Casey A Franks
Katie Fahrbach
Christian Chandler
Laura Beeman
Kaitlyn Mason
Kelsey Curran
Coizie Bettinger
Mark Lopez
Adam Nevins

Wisconsin
Marita Klinzing
Dan Jacobs

West Virginia
Rusty Westcott
Richard Mitchell

Wyoming
Elliott Bales

State not specified
Matthew Shackleton

Zach Rosenblum
Louis Alvarez

Cody Hubbard
Meghan Wannebo
Michael Calhoun
Erika Kuhn
Vanessa Scarani
Alexander Silverman
Christopher Giudice
Marnie Fairchild
Lauren DeSteno
Nancy August

Ann Silverman
Timothy Dotson
Kim Hammer

Ruby Zapf-Geller
Mollie Levy-Roseroot
Suzanne Goin
Linda Dumouchelle
Mark Mebus
Jessica Marley
Greg Teeters
Jessica Siegel
Janelle Allee Pena

Jessica Schottenstein

Judson Winquist
Bianca Butler
Zack S

Sarah Johnson
Kristin Puttkamer

Ana Marie Mormando

Jacob Johnson

Ryan Rogers
Laura Hines

Philip Neff

Jill Damora

Tay Bomstein
Jeffrey Grimes
Katrina Weiss
Sequoia Armstrong
Pelin Gurnil
Lauren Basford
Elisabeth Eisleben
Jennifer Jessen
Lauren Hart
Melissa Attanas
Anne Mackissock
Gavin Brandt
Claudia Alterman
Lisa Waraksa
Katalina Ramblewild
Jordan Cross
Kasra Ajdari
Thomas Harrell
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