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The Honorable John Thune The Honorable Chuck Schumer
Majority Leader Minority Leader
United States Senate United States Senate
United States Senate SD-511 322 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510
The Honorable Mike Johnson The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries
Speaker of the House Minority Leader
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
568 Cannon House Office Building 2267 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressional Leaders:

We the undersigned independent restaurant and bar owners, and the communities who depend on them,
write to urge you to stand with America’s independent hospitality businesses and act on comprehensive,
pro-growth immigration reform that reflects the realities of our industry and safeguards the livelihoods of
workers at every skill level. We do not want special treatment. We’re asking for modern, fair, and efficient
immigration policies that reflect the reality of our workforce and protect one of the most essential small
business sectors in America.

Independent restaurants and bars are powerful economic engines and cultural anchors in every
community across the country. Together, they generate more than $1.37 trillion in direct economic output,
support $3.5 trillion in overall GDP, and employ more people than nearly any other sector. Our industry
sustains millions of small farms, vineyards, breweries, and local suppliers, and serves as a critical pathway
for entrepreneurship and upward mobility.

Despite that impact, restaurants operate on razor-thin margins and face growing challenges finding and
retaining staff. The problem isn’t a shortage of willing workers — it’s a shortage of accessible, lawful, and
practical immigration pathways for the people who already power our kitchens and dining rooms.
Outdated visa systems and slow federal processing times make it harder for small businesses to stay open,
serve their communities, and contribute to the nation’s economic vitality.

Independent restaurants depend upon lawful, reliable avenues to hire and retain the people who make
their businesses possible. Yet the existing framework for work authorization and employment-based visas
has not kept pace with the needs of today’s workforce or small business economy. Workers pursuing legal
employment in restaurants often wait more than a year for work permit approvals — leaving employers
short-staffed, and employees in limbo. Visa categories were largely designed decades ago with
corporations and seasonal industries in mind, not the year-round demands of restaurants that anchor local
communities. The H-1B program prioritizes degree-holders, while the H-2B cap and seasonal limits restrict
access for small operators seeking consistent, lawful employment options.

Permanent employment-based visas face significant backlogs, and restaurant positions are frequently
classified in ways that do not reflect the skill and experience that these jobs require. The high costs of
sponsorship - often exceeding $10,000 per employee - create barriers that large chains can absorb but
independent restaurants cannot.
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Finally, shifting enforcement priorities from one administration to the next creates ongoing uncertainty.
Small business owners need clear, predictable rules to plan, invest, and grow within the law.Our
recommendations for meaningful reform are:

» Recognize food and hospitality professionals as skilled workers. Culinary and service careers demand
expertise, precision, and leadership developed through years of hands-on experience and industry
certification, not only formal academic degrees. Reclassifying these roles as skilled occupations would
reflect the true nature of the work, open visa pathways that currently exclude most hospitality
professionals, and help stabilize a vital sector of the American workforce.

« Establish practical, lawful hiring pathways for small independent restaurants.Current visa programs
were designed for large corporations and seasonal industries, not for year-round, community-based
small businesses. Updating employment-based visas to include small-business carve-outs, reduced
fees, and streamlined compliance would make them accessible to independent operators. Renewable,
multi-year visas and in-country renewal options would allow restaurants to retain experienced
employees and continue contributing to local economies through steady payroll and tax payments.

« Provide consistent and predictable enforcement of immigration laws. Independent restaurants rely on
stability to plan, hire, and invest in their teams. Constantly shifting enforcement priorities between
administrations creates fear and uncertainty for both employers and employees. Clear, consistent rules
applied evenly across the country would allow small businesses to focus on compliance, growth, and
job creation, rather than survival from one policy cycle to the next.

Independent restaurants are more than places to eat — they are centers of culture, community, and
economic opportunity. When these businesses thrive, they sustain local farmers, bakers, brewers, and
suppliers, while keeping main streets vibrant and creating millions of jobs nationwide. Yet staying open
has never been more difficult. Sensible immigration reform would allow restaurants to hire and retain
talented team members, reduce costly turnover, and invest in training and career advancement that
strengthen the broader American workforce.

Legislation that reflects the realities of modern restaurant work would keep independent businesses
competitive, enable owners to invest in their teams, and empower workers to build stable, long-term
careers. Strengthening this sector means strengthening every community it touches, from the farm to the
table, from rural towns to city neighborhoods across the country.

Sincerely,
Aaron Bradshaw Alain Roussel Amanda Gunderson Andrew Kastanas
Aaron Teitelbaum Alex Morales Amanda Michael Andrew Niemeyer
Abby Duquaine Alexa Catanzarite Amy Lefenfeld Amdrew Zimmern
Abigail Eccles Alexander Duran Amy Roper Anett Tarango
Abogail Allen Alexander Leo-Guerra Anastasia Fugit Angela Zion
Adam Orman Alexandra Chiappetta Anayeri Anayeri Gomez Angelica Calderon
Adrian Goffinet Alyson Podesta Andrea Borgen Abdallah  Angelina Santana
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Anna Christoforides

Anna Worgess
Anne MacKissock
Anson Fernandes
Anthony Agadis
Antonio Braschi
Arthur Archibald
Ashley Christensen
Ashley Ramos
Bailey Taylor

Barb Paul

Carmine Bove
Carol Ceballos
Carol Kurian
Caroline Styne
Carolyn Evans
Carolyn Wada
Carson Young
Catello Avagnale
Catherine Alsafi
Catherine Smith-Gaines
Catherine Thomas

Barbara Daoust-Westbrooks Chad Boswell

Barbara Ramsey
Barry Gutin

Beth LittleJohn
Betsy Clark
Bette Ann Harris
Betty Marcon
Bill Leichsenring
Bill Miller

Bill Smith Jr

Blair Aldworth
Blake Spalding
Bob Bennett

Bob Stoothoff
Bobby Stuckey
Brenda Alba
Brian Bogert
Brian Foley

Brian Hammond
Brian Jennings
Brian Moore
Bridget Thibeault
Brighid Welchans
Britt Rianda
Brittany Cyran
Brittney O'Connor
C.K. Chin

Cam Albrecht
Cameron Beall
Carey Goldstein
Cari Rantala

Chanel Dixon
Charles Kelly
Charlotte Stack
Cheetie Kumar
Chinar Tucker

Chloe Caras

Chris Ragaisis
Christian Albertson
Christina Panza
Christopher DiFonso
Christopher DiLeo
Christopher Dunham
Christopher Fleischman
Christy Short
Chrystalle Reace
Chuck Durnberger
Cindy Bearden

Clair Long

Codi Bates

Colin Hubbell
Colleen M Casey
Connor Rechsteiner
Corbin Evans

Corey Schuster
Corinne Salko
Corrie Wang

Cristi Midrano
Cyndi Bridges

Cyndi Smith

d'Anne MacNeil

Dan Barranti
Dan Jacobs

Dan Malin

Dan Olk

Dana Buning
Dane DeVoney
Daniel Esses
Daniel Itzkovitz
Daniel Kent
Daniel Soloway
Danielle Young
Daviann McClurg
David H Skilbred
David Meyer
De Amon White
Dean Christos
Deb Secara
Debora Pyle
Dee Block
Denica Freitas
Denise Bartle
Dennis Gkotsis
Dennis Leung
Devon Benton
Diana Diggs
Diana Lyne
Diana Saxon
Diane Faircloth
Dino Bullara
Diona Young
Don Andes

Don Ravella
Donald Baker
Doug Shaffer

Douglas Biederbeck

Duke Klauck
Dylan Heath

Ed Duran

Edie Winters
Elisabeth Smith
Elise Pecor
Eliza Banchetti

Elizabeth Falconi
Elizabeth Roberts
Eloy Garcia

Emily DiMaggio
Eric Innes

Erik Dorn

Erika Polmar
Erin Enger

Fanny Chionis
Fernando Garcia
Flora Barron
Frank Brigtsen
Gary Strack
George Agadis
Gerardo Moceri
Gholam Kowkabi
Gina Giaccardo
Gissette Marie Rodriguez
Glenda Shaver
Gloria Tavera
Gordon Feighner
Grace Singleton
Gregorio Sabtiago Lopez
Guoyong Dong
Hannan Merritt
Heather Olsen
Heather Terhune
Hebert Kathi
Helene Bank
Hollis Wells Silverman
Honor Wiggins
Hp Patel

Ian Vaughn

Ileana C Diaz
Ilene Fridling
Indalfer Alfaro
Irene Li

Isabella Alfonso

] Kesh

Jackie Orduna
Jacquelyn Christensen
Jade Huynh
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Jahn Kirchoff
james Graham
Jamie Amos
Jamie Lyon
Jamie McGowin
Jamie Silverman
Jane Elmore
Jane Nachazel-Ruck
Janicelynn Stasaitis
Janie O'Field
Jasmine Zhou
Jeanny Rhee

Jeff Albright

Jeff Schwefel
Jeff Smith
Jeffery Eaton
Jeffrey Bonine
Jen Faigel

Jen Ziskin
Jennifer Coffey
Jennifer Hwang
Jennifer Pries
Jenny Curtis
Jeremy Umansky
Jessica Vernon
Jessica Woods
Jill Alles

Jillian Selsky
Jim Switzenberg
Joachim Geissler
Joan Kocsis
Joaquin Rodas
Joel Fried

John Davis

John Kenny
John Mabry
John MacKinnon
John Satterwhite
John Tinucci
Johny Lema

Jon Seelbinder
Jorl Rinta

Jose Luis Machuca
Josh Elliott

Joshua Gajownik
Josie Tigrera

Joy Teague

Joyce Alford

Juan Carlos Gomez
Judith Mackey
Judy Blair

Judy Magee

Julie Ann Hood
Julie Stout

Justin Jones

Kara Danner
Karen Burmester
Karen Getchell
Karen Parker
Kary Goolsby

Kat Guzman

Kate Muelrath
Katherine Bryant
Katherine Cope
Kathleen Kettlewell
Kathleen Perry
Kathryn Malone
Kathryn Rose
Kathy Melendez
Katie Button

Katy Willis

Keith Mourer
Kelly Blanchi
Kelsey Curran
Kelsey IThm

Kevin Boehm
Kevin Keyser-Ziegler
Kevin Onyona
Kim Alexander
Kimberly Corbey
Kimberly Ganslein
Kimberly Sherid
Kirk Matthews
Krista Stearns
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Kristen Nagel
Kristen Rausch
Kristin Sparks
Kristine Gallagher
Laura Beeman
Laura Craig
Laura Dickey
Laura Gonzalez
Lauren Lowney
Lauren Olivas
Laurence Hoye
Laurie Kamaiko
Lee Lyon

Mars Chapman
Marsha Chenin
Martha Castillo
Marti Rider

Mary Aregoni
Mary Ellen Rice
Mary Jo Beniger
Mary Landrum
Mary Litteral
Masaru Torito
Matt Brewer
Matthew Johnston
Maureen McCarthy

Leonel James Henderson Maurice Ryan

Lesa Marsh
Lincoln Carson
Linda Howie
Lindsay Chu
Lindsey Briggs
Lisa Dahl

Lisa Frampton
Lisa Lakin

Lizzie Flournoy
Lordfer Lalicon
Luc Tran
Maddalena Malusa
Madeline Hudak
Madeline Watson
Madison Vogelsang
Mai Lewis-Shunk
Marc Bauman
Maren McGowan
Margarita Ortiz
Maria MarquezHass
Maria Sekiya
Mario Banda
Mario Cediel
Marios Savvides
Mark Beccaria
Mark Hagen

Mark Harris

Mark Smith

Meg Adler

Megan Garcia
Megan Hanley

Mel Dick

Melinda Kempton
Melissa Cossette
Melissa Thompson
Melissa Wieczorek
Melody Amundson
Melyssa Sharp
Merrick McKinnie
Michael Cote
Michael Ferrara
Michael Manuel
Mike Childs

Mike Kienast
MiIke Samawi

Min Liao

Miranda Balliet

Mj Munsell

Molly Todd

Mona Johnson

Monique Tietyen Mlengana

Nancy Serna
Natalie Black
Nate Adler
Nick Pecis
Nick Vivian
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Nicole Grummons
Nicole Kenneally
Nicolette Dunbar
Noah Bernamoff
Oluwatoyin Adewumi
Omar Ornelas
Osama Shabaik
Pablo Spitzer
Pam Halstead
Pam Stallings
Pamela Petrotta
Pankaj Pradhan
Parker Mikkelson
Pat Henry
Patricia Nelson
Patricia Turner
Paul Cressend
Paul Duggan

Paul Gernhauser
Paul Speciale
Paula Marie Susi
Penny Greenwood
Perry Smith
Phillip Baltz

Pj Orner

Rachel Behnke
Raevyn Plouffe
Ramon Trujillo
Rebecca Babbitt
Rebecca Seighman
Rebecca Wilcomb
Remy Robert
Rhonda Reynolds
Richard Bayless
Richard Hammons
Richard Hartman
Richard Mitchell
Rick Paulson
Rima Kopti

Rishi Kumar
Robert St John
Robert Thornton

Roberto Varchetta
Robin Wong

Rolf Friis

Ronald Sakai
Roni Hammer
Rosa Thurnher
Ruth Leatherman
Ryan Barrows
Ryan Swanson
Sean Kennedy
Sam Kass
Samantha Holley
Sandra Cordero
Sandra Kelley
Sara Bean

Sara Jenkins

Sara Rosewall
Sara Trinkwalder
Sarah Abell

Sarah Hadzor
Sarah Pope
Savannah Wright
Scott Clagett
Scott Peters Jr
Scott Plater

Sera Cuni

Sergio Calderon
Seth Snapp
Shannon O'Rourke
Sharon Aloi
Sharon Pietlock
Sharon Vrettas
Shay Chan Hodges
Simon Bates
Sirjoon Elassal
Sophie Thomson
Stacey Comfort
Stefano Barbagallo
Stella Dennig

Stephen Polmar
Steve Goldberg
Steve Rhee

Steve Scaggs
Steve Simon
Steven Geary
Steven Vogel

Sue Warfield
Sunn Wee

Susan Castelli-Hill
Susan Harris
Susan Leibowitz
Susan Walsh
Susy Perez
Suzanne Accorsi
Suzanne Schmidt
T. Cole Newton
Takis Vartelas
Tamara Yunker

Tammy Baillargeon

Tantra Bates

Tara Turk-Haynes
Tay Bomstein
Ted Karam
Teresa Eccles
Themis Nissirios
Theodore Trapp
Theologia Vrontis

Theresa Barlament

Theron Steineck
Thomas Michos
Todd Schulkin
Tom Midrano Jr.
Tom Sasser
Tony Fazzini
Tony Young
Traci Turner
Tracy Byrnes
Tracy Shortle

Stephanie Anderson Stroup Tram Nguyen

Stephanie Hoschett
Stephanie Priddy

Tyler Akin
Tyler Bell

Valerie Shulock
Vicky Satterwhite
Victoria Ma
Victoria Theodore
Wendy Tuttle

Will Preisch
William Anderson
William DiAntonio
William Rivas
William Roberts
Wolfgang Loera
Zeeshan Shah
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