25-3: Revise the Prison Rape Elimination Act
WHEREAS, the Prison Rape Elimination Act (PREA) was enacted by the Federal Government in 2003, and became effective on August 20, 2012; and
WHEREAS, the goal of PREA was to eradicate prisoner rape in all types of correctional facilities in this country, including county jail facilities; and

WHEREAS, PREA greatly expanded jail administrative and housing requirements by adding additional inmate classification categories for sexual assault crimes, and expanded gender categories beyond male and female to include transgender individuals, which increases the need to house inmates in separate cells; and

WHEREAS, these additional inmate segregation requirements are difficult to meet in county jails with dormitory cell blocks, leading to the need for costly jail renovations or replacement; and  

WHEREAS, the current administration has failed to adequately fund and implement the improvements needed for PREA, and as a result, only one of the seventy-six county jails in the state of Wisconsin has been certified as PREA compliant; and

WHEREAS, none of the three federal Department of Justice (DOJ) grant programs to support PREA implementation, (1) the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant Program, (2) the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention’s (OJJDP’s) Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act (JJDPA) Formula Grant Program, and (3) the Services, Training, Officers, and Prosecutors (STOP) Violence Against Women Formula Grant Program, include funding for facility improvement or expansion; and 

WHEREAS, the early renovation or replacement of county jails, long before their normal end of service, places many millions of dollars of financial burden on the county limited tax levy, with little actualized improvement to public safety.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Republican Party of Jackson County requests federal legislators to assess the financial burdens that PREA implementation has placed on county governments and to consider expanding federal grant opportunities to include some facility improvements or reduce the number of sexual categories that are driving the costly facility expansions.
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