
The impact of the 
Great Get Together in 2022



The Great Get Together, inspired by the late Jo Cox MP,
brings people together every year to celebrate what they
have in common. 

2022 was the first time we’ve been able to run a campaign
without any COVID restrictions since 2019, so it was joyful to
see people being able to come together again after such
a long period of separation. 

From huge street parties and festivals, to village fetes,
riverside walks, and brews and chats between neighbours,
over 400 events took place around the UK.

In this report we'll share some of the findings from our
surveys, and evaluation - showing the wide impact that
the Great Get Together is having on people and
communities. 

Introduction 400+
Events

2.57m
People



“I felt really happy after the walk, connecting
with people different from me sparked great
conversations and I really learnt a lot." 

“Restores my faith in human kindness and
confirms the need to connect and
interact with others.”

“...it really
really made
me feel
better and
happier
than I
normally
am”

IMPROVING MENTAL 
HEALTH AND WELLBEING 92%

IMPROVED
MENTAL HEALTH
AND WELLBEING



REUNITING PEOPLE AFTER 
SOCIAL DISTANCING

“To reconnect with more members of my
community after Covid years has been the best
outcome for me.” 

“I had a really lovely afternoon with people that had not
gotten together for some time and we all just picked up
where we left off, it was lovely. It’s nice to see the neighbours
coming together to socialise."

71% LESS
LONELY



STRENGTHENING 
COMMUNITIES

93%
FEEL MORE
CONNECTED TO
NEIGHBOURS

“I now feel like no matter what you look like or where
you may originally be from we all have something in
common and that's what makes us feel like we
belong.” 

" I've lived here 20 years but have met more people
in the last 2 years (since the events have been
running) than I did in the 18 years prior to that!



Strengthening Communities

Sharing skills and cultures:
a Great Get Together story

For Abida, this was her first time
attending a Great Get Together event.
The event was at Manor Croft Academy
in Kirklees, where people of all ages,
faiths and backgrounds came together
to share food, chat and enjoy a game of
Boccia (a ball game which is accessible
for people of varied physical abilities).

After the event, the neighbours met up and
learnt how to cook chapattis and curries at
Abida's house. Afterwards they sat and
enjoyed the food together and shared
stories. The ladies are now planning on
sharing their new skills with more people
on their street, sparking even more
moments and connections.

“I will be showing some of the
ladies how to cook Asian food.
They have always wanted to
learn, but no one has ever
shown them. They will be
coming to my house to learn
and I will go to the community
centre where they all meet.
This only happened because
we all attended this event.”



CHALLENGING   PRECONCEPTIONS 
HEALING DIVIDES

“I live in a very diverse area. There are a lot of
Muslim people here and I am not Muslim. The event
made me feel more included and engaged with my
local community. 

The people are so friendly and it was nice to learn
about their food. I feel more confident in my
community and happy to live here.” 

“It has
made me
really
optimistic
that I can
trust my
community."



INSPIRING CITIZENS TO TAKE
ACTION IN THEIR COMMUNITY

 “We had a street party
and after that party we
are all connected now,
we have a WhatsApp
group and are planning
more events this year."

 “I am always delighted when people who have not
previously taken part come along and say how much they
have enjoyed meeting others. It makes me feel positive and
determined to continue building our community.”

“Numbers at other activities always increase
after a get together. There has been an increase
in volunteers for all sorts of local projects.” 



PASSIONATE ABOUT INCLUSIVITY

“I make sure all the food is
halal, its not hard to do.”

“We are an inclusive school so always
include everyone. Children of different
faiths, children with SEND."

 

“I am proud that we run all of our events as completely
free..to ensure everyone can participate regardless of
financial security. We are in an area of high deprivation."                                                   

 

“We have built up a good base of contacts over
the years, but we are not complacent and
always looking for new ways to involve all
demographics in our events.”

GoodGym is active but I offered
various ways for people to join in.
I considered dietary
requirements and we welcomed
a Ukrainian lad who is staying
with a local family. With the
Afghan families there are
different levels of English
proficiency but sport is an
international language and
common denominator.”



AN EVENT FOR ALL

 “..it helped us to have an event that spoke openly about
inclusivity and allowed us to celebrate what we had in
common. We enjoyed the fact it  wasn’t tied to faith,
stance or belief.. but at the same time welcomes
everyone to take part."

"We had an age range of 5-90, people
on mobility scooters, lots of different
faiths and cultures." 

 

“New neighbours got to
meet everyone, all
different ages mixed.
People brought food
from their own cultures
that were shared and
enjoyed.”

“We had Ukraine
refugees and people
moved from Brazil
[attend]. They
brought sweets and
food they wanted
introduce us to.” 

"The singalong
welcomed
people with
dementia and
their carers."



Thank you to our Great Get Together partners 



To learn more about the
Great Get Together and

receive our latest updates
sign up to our newsletter

here.
 

Sign up to our
newsletter

Create a place for
connection this winter as

part of the Great Winter Get
Together. Learn more

 

Run a Great Winter 
Get Together

Follow us on Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram

 
 

Follow us 
 

Get involved!


