
Read this out loud before Ma Nishtana (3 min)

I would like to share a passage provided by the Jewish Climate
Network. It is about the ice block you see on the Seder table tonight. 

Now, I know some of you may be thinking: Climate change at the
Seder table? Can’t we just enjoy our night? And I get it - I wish we
didn’t need to talk about a big topic like this too. But the Seder is a
place for big topics and it’s not all doom and gloom. It gets optimistic
at the end!

Pesach is known as "chag ha-
cherut", the Festival of
Freedom. A day on which Jews
like us, for generations, have
discussed what freedom
means - as a People, as
individuals, and in the world
around us.

Freedom is an idea which evolves from generation to generation. This
year, in our generation, we've placed an ice block on the table which
will melt as the Seder goes on. It symbolises our fast-changing climate
driven by human behaviour, and the increased fires, extreme heat,
floods, storms and droughts we're increasingly seeing in Australia,
Israel and abroad. These worsening weather events impact our 
 everyday freedoms to live thriving and safe lives, now and into the
next generation - l’dor va’dor.

But a melting ice block also symbolises that time has not run out to
secure these freedoms. This story is not finished and we still hold the
pen. Just as humans have primarily caused these changes, so too can
we repair the damage.

continued next page...



continued...

We can ask our business and political leaders to support us to
upgrade our homes, schools, daycares, office blocks and aged care
facilities with renewable energy. To accelerate electric vehicle
adoption and public transport systems powered by clean energy. We
can switch our superannuation and investments away from supporting
fossil-fuels. We can vote for ambitious climate policies and support
all sides of politics to champion them. And we can share our actions
with others to inspire them to do the same. 

This festival isn’t only about taking actions like these to secure a flourishing
and free future. It is also about freeing us from narrow thinking - which is
one of the meanings of “mitzrayim”, Egypt. Narrow thinking tempts us into
believing that ‘real change is not possible’. Rabbi Jonathan Sacks teaches
us that: ‘Liberty means freedom of the mind, not just of the body’, and with
freer minds big changes become truly possible. 

Thank you everyone. Now, let's continue with the Seder. 
Next year in Jerusalem on the road to a safer future for us all.

OPTIONAL ACTIVITY
Ask the table: What big or interesting solutions to climate change do you
know about? Share them with the table. (Note for reader: there is not one
clear solution; we need a range of solutions and people to implement them)

Visit jcn.org.au to get involved!


